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£1 Mong other Artifices, wherewith the Romiſh 
Emiſſaries recommend their Religion to igno- 

rant and unwary Perſons, none hath been more 

ſpecious and ſucceſsful , than the pretence of 

an excellent Ecclefiaſtical Policy, fitted to pad ms Union 
zn the Church, and prevent the Ninfions of a private 
perks The badneſs of their Cauſe permits them not to 
eſcend into a ſcrupulous examination of the merits of 
zt. . Every fingle Controverfie hath been ſo often hand- 
led, peers 0 — determined againſt them, 
that it would be raſh and diſadvantageous to reſume the 
debate of thoſe particular Queſtions. It was therefore 
found neceſſary to advance ſome general Conſiderations, 
which might amuſe the Ignorant, and. divert the Inqui- 
fitive from the examination of particular Controverſies. 
Prejudices have been publiſhed againſt the Reformed Re- 
| gin; and pompous Arguments of external Convenience 
atly urged in favour of the Church of Rome. The prin- 
cipal of theſe is the pretended excellence of the Conſtitu- 
ton of that Church, tending to preſerve an intire unity 
o Faith, and univerſal decency of Diſcipline in the 
burch, and free all private Perſons from the danger of 
entertaining any pernicious Error, or at leaſt :nfabeg it 
into others continuing in the Communion of the Church ; 
while every one ſubmits his private Reaſon to the Judg- 


ment of the Church, and with a blind obedience receives 
A 3 direftions 
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dire&ioms from the Living Rule of Faith, whether Pope 


or Council, | 
This ſuppoſed Advantage hath been often, and with 
great oftentation produced in behalf of the Church of 
Rome ; and a natural tendency to Diſorder, Herefie 
and Schiſm, with great wvehemence charged upon - the 
Church of England. Tt is objefted that ſhe allows to 
every man an unlimited power of ufing his own Rea» 
ſon in deciding matters of Paith ; that ſhe conſtitutes eve- 
ry Perſon a ſupreme Judge of the moſt momentous Contro- 
wverfres, from whom heth no Appeal to any Viſible Judge 
on Earth ; That ſhe ſubjets the Faith of all private Chri- 
tians to infinite uncertainty and fluftuation, ſince the In- 
fallible Direfion of the- Holy Ghoſt is promiſed only to 
the Repreſentative Church; and the Judgments of men may 
be as various as are their Humours and Underſtandings ; 
* That hereby a door is opened to infinite Herefies and Er- 
rors, and the Chriſtian Religion expoſed to the danger 
of being divided into as many ſeveral Syſtems as it con- 
tains Proſelytes : That by this diſorder all Rules of Faith 
are rendred uſeleſs, fince whatſoever they may propoſe in 
their genuine ſenſe , men will adapt them to their own 
pre-conceived Notions. and frame to themſelves a belief 
from the Didates and Inclinations of their private Spi- 
rit : whereby unity of Faith will be totally deſtroyed, 
and Religion will degenerate into downright Enthuſtaſm. 
Indeed the danger of Enthuſiaſm, when rightly under- 
food, is ſo fatal to Chriſtianity, and deſtruttive to the 
Reaſon of Mankind; that we cannot but conclude any 
Church, which is guilty of it, . to be groſly corrupted and 
degenerate ; and ſhall willingly put the whole Controverſy 
upon this iſſue. But then Enthuſtaſm conſiſts no? in al- 
lowing to every private Perſon the power of judging for 
himſelf in matters of Religion, For this the Nature as 
well 


ſ 
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well as Intereſt of Mankind requireth, which received the 


uſe of Reaſon chiefly for this end; and even our Adverſa- 
ries themſelves muſt at laſt recur to this principle ; - but 
it conſiſts in pretending to receive the Articles of Faith 
by extraordinary Illumination, and in irrational and ex- 
travagant aftions of Devotion and Piety,which a fond Ima- 
gination miſtaketh for the Impulſes and Diftates of the 
Divine Spirit. Such Pretences and Aftions, as they are 
moſt remote from the Genius and Conſtitution of the 
Church of England ; ſo they naturally flow from the 
Principles of the Church of Rome, and are fomented and 
promoted by her. | 

This appears upon many accounts, but chiefly from the 
confideration of her moſt Illuſtrious Saints, whom ſhe ad- 
mired when living, and reverenceth when dead; conſulted 
them then as Oracles, and propoſeth them now to her Fol- 
lowers as Patterns of the moſt conſummate Perfettion, 
and by canonization of them, and ſolemnizing their Me- 
mories, hath ſet a publick ſtamp of authority and appro- 
bation upon their Life and Conduft. The moſt eminent 
of theſe were extravagant Enthuſiaſts, who diſt inguiſhed 
themſelves from the reſt of Mankind by nothing elſe but 
the continued exerciſe of a blind Fanaticiſm. The proof 
of this Charge is the deſign of this preſent Treatiſe ; 
which hath therefore aſſumed for the Subjeft of it the 
Adftions of Tgnatius Loyola, as the greateſt and moſt il- 

Iuftrious of all the latter Romiſh Saznts. 
Tf our Arguments ſhall be convittive, and the moſt 
admired Saints of the Church of Rome ſhall be found to 
be in the higheft degree guilty of Enthuſiaſm ; many con- 
fiderable Concluſions may be drawn from thence in relation 
to other Controverfies, which 1 fhall not here infifÞ to 
prove ; The ſo much boafted Order and Diſcipline of 
the Church of Rome wil! be intirely ruined, For if the 
| pretence 
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pretence of a private Impulſe be once publickly admitted 
and countenanced in any Church, all Tmpulſes whatſoever 
muſt be allowed without diſtintion, whether agreeable or 
contrary to decency and the eſtabliſhed Diſcipline of the 
Church, which will open a wide door to all licentioas Diſ- 
orders, fince it is the nature of Enthuftaſm ever to affet 
. ſomewhat extravagant and irregular. The certainty of 
Oral Tradition will be overthrown; fince if Perſons of 
fo great authority and repute, as Saints are ſuppoſed to 
be, received not the Catholick Faith from any precedent 
Tradition, but from extraordinary Inſpiration , that is 
in truth, the whimſies of their own Brains, and ſo deli- 
vered it to vaſt multitudes of credulous Hearers ; Oral 
Tradition will be interrupted, and the grofſeſt Herefie 
might be eafily introduced in the Church. 

. But to omit .other Conſequences prejudicial to the Do- 
arine. of the Church of Rome ; the Invocation of Saints 
will hence receive a fatal blow. For it would be highly 
irrational to addreſs our Prayers to any Saint to defire his 
znterceſſion in Heaven, unleſs we were probably aſſured. 
that the Saint hath already obtained a place in Heaven. 
But if the Church can ſo far err in the Canonization of 
Saints, as to beſtow that ſacred Charafter upon, publickly. 
addreſs Prayers to, and exhort the People in their pri- 
vate Devotzons to defire the interceſſion of ſuch fooliſh Ex- 
thufraſts, as are utterly unworthy the loweſt ſeat in Hea- 
ven, and perhaps never got ſo far as Purgatory ; then 
Invocation of Saints, altho we ſhould grant it to be law- 
ful in the Theory, cannot but be infinitely anſafe in the 
prattice of it. | 

If the imputation of Enthufiaſm renders the Invoca- 
tion of theſe Saints unſafe and dangeroas ; much more 
will the evidence of ſome notorious Crime wnrepented. of 
incapaciiate other Romilh Saints from receiving our Ad- - 


dreſſes. 


POT ho a 
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drefſes. That there have been ſuch, the Examples of 
Str. Thomas Becket and $7. Dominick pat paſ? all dif 
pate ; the firſt of which violently. oppoſed the lawful 
power of his Prince over the Clergy ; the laſt employed 
his whole life in inciting Armies of holy Pilgrims to the 


flaughter of the innocent Albigenſes. Bur what, if after Vid. 2d pare 


all, great numbers of Saints, placed in the Roman Ca- 


lendar, and invoked in the publick Offices of the Church, Expoſition of 
had never any exiſtence, and are the meer Inventions of the Dodtrine 


Romantick Legends? A Learned Perſon hath lately in- 
ftanced in ſome few of them, as St. George, St. Seba- 
ſtian, S?. Longinus, Sz. Viarius, &c. to which perhaps 
fome hundreds might be added. TI will inſtance but in 
one, but him moſt remarkable, and not yet obſerved by 
any, as being ſuch a Monſter of a Saint, as Pagan Super- 
Rtition would have never thought of, and which may per- 
haps at the firſt fight ſeem incredible. 

The Church off Rome hath taken the Almanack into 
the number of the Saints, and canonized it under the 
zame of St. Almachius, ſolemnizeth its themory on the 
firſt day of January, and giveth to it an illuſtrious Cha- . 
rafter in the Martyrology. This probably proceeded from 
the miſtake of ſome ignorant Monk about the ſeventh or 
eighth Age, who finding the word $. Almanacum, San- 
aum Almanacum wrztten in the front of the Calendar, 
and not knowing what to make of that barbarous term, 
with which he was before unacquainted, imagined it to be 
ſome ancient obſcure Saint, who took up the firſt place in 
the Calendar. Being poſſeſſed with thus Error, it was no 
hard matter to make $, Almachius of S. Almanacum 
written in the old way of Abbreviation. Having thus 
framed the Saint, out of good manners he placed him af- 
ter the Circumciſion of our Lord, the memory of which is 


celebrated upon the ſame day ; but yet to keep the former 
| B Order 
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Order as much as poſſible, immediately after it , as it 
wow continueth in the Roman Martyrotogy. This unhappy 
miſtake was thence tranſcribed into many other Copies, 
and ſo encreaſed the Rabble of #he Romiſh Saints with 
the addition of St. Almanack. Afterwards a goodly 
Story was framed of him ; that he ſuffered Martyrdom 
at Rome under the Prefefure of Alipius, where repre- 
hending the Gladiators in the Amphitheater for their 
bloody ſports, he was killed by them. That my Conje- 
ure is juſt, manifeſtly appears from the conſtant ſilence 
of all ancient Writers concerning any ſuch Martyr. None 
makes mention of him before Alcuinus (a) ; and he doth 
it in ſuch a manner as ſheweth that he knew not what to 
make of him. For as for the Martyrologies of Beda, 
Uſuardus and Ado, they have received ſo many Inter- 
polations from latter hands, that no Arguments can be 
drawn from them. Baronius is grievouſly perplexed 
about this $. Almachius. One while.(b) he makes him to 


have ſuffered under Honorius ; another while (c) under- 


Theodoſiu®; and ſuppoſeth him to have been the ſame 
with the Martyr Telemachus, of whom Theodoret (4) 
makes mention. But ſo prodigious a change of Telema- 
chus 7#to Almachius is ſomewhat incredible ; and that 
Telemachns was ſtoned, whereas Almachius 7s ſaid to 
haves been ſtabbed. Add to this univerſal filence of the 
Ancients, that $. Almachius is placed exadlly in the be- 
ginning. of the Calendar, on the firf# of January, imme- 
diately after the Circumciftron of Chrift ; and the matter 
will be rendred highly probable. The only Objeftion , 
which with any ſhew of reaſon can be oppoſed, is, that the 
word Almanacum ſeems not to have been ſo ancient as 
the time of Alcuinus, as being received. from the Ara- 
bians. Bur this is no other than a vatgar Error, Por 
Porphyry (e) «ſed the word 1400, years fince, where 


ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking of the many different Horoſcopes, he ſaith of 
them, wv »y ovbudla & Tols dauixiarci; gietles - whoſe 
names are contained in the Almanacks : which may 
alſo give a probable reaſon how the tetter h crept into 
Almachius. For as anciently in ſpelling words derived 
from the Greek, they kept much more cloſely to the Greek 
Orthography, than we now do ; it is nor unlikely that when 
this word was firſt adopted by the Latins, it was writ 
Almanachum. 

Theſe Arguments will at leaſt create a probability of 
my Afſertion, that this fictitious Saint aroſe from the un- 
happy miſtake of ſome ignorant Writer. If our Adverſa- 
ries of the Church of Rome ſhall yet perſiſt to defend the 
honour and truth of their Calendar ; it will concern them 
to produce better Arguments for the exiſtence of St. Al- 
machius, than 7 have now propoſed againſt it : But to 
return from St. Almanack to $7. Ignatius ; 2t cannot be 
pretended by our Adverſaries, that the Charatter of En- 
thufiaſm or Falfity, which I have affixed to him, and the 
Miracles attributed to him, may equally be faſtned on the 
Afﬀions and Miracles of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ;' altho 
Loth Tgnatius and St, Francis in ating their Extrava- 

ances flattered themſelves with the thoughts of a perfett 
zmitation of Chriſt. 4s for the reception of the Faith by 
extraordinary Illumination, and in many caſes afting by 
Divine Impulſe ; that in the firſt propagation of Chriſtia- 
nity when it was both neceſſary and convenient) was no 
argument or charafter of Enthufiaſm : but only in ſubſe- 
quent times, after the Faith had been once publiſhed ; and 
an ordinary Rule, whether Scripture or Tradition, was fix- 
ed, which by natural means might divulge the knowledge of 
it. Nothing childiſh or ridiculous can be diſcovered in the 
Adtions of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; none of thoſe frantic 
Motions, or irrational Extravagances, which are ſo emi- 

| B 2 ently 
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nently conſpicuous in the whole Condut of Tgnatius. At 
leaſt none of their Miracles are ſubjett to thoſe Objetions, 
which intirely ruine the credit of thoſe aſcribed to Tgna- 
tius. They were all well atteſted, performed before whole 


multitudes of Enemies as well as Friends, delivered to. 


us by Eye witneſſes, and that without any flutuation, or 
mutual repugnance of their Teſtimony, were not deſtrudtive 
of the Laws of Corporeal Beings, nor included any contra- 
dition, contained nothing monſtrous or indecent in them, 
and were in all reſpefs intirely conformable to the Maje- 
fty of that God, who wrought them; and the gravity of that 
Religion, which was confirmed by them. 

It will perhaps be pretended with greater ſhew of rea- 
ſon, that the ations and Hiſtories of many famous Monks 
and Anchorets of the Ancient Church give no ſmall counte- 
nance to the Condutt of Ignatius, and by the authority of 
their Examples reſcue it from the force of our Objeftirns ; 
that conſequently the Ancient Church i no leſs ſubjeft to 


the Charge of Enthufiaſm than the Church of Rome, and 


both equally concerned in it. Altho the deformity of Ex- 


thufiaſm cannot be palliated by any- Authority whatſoever ; . 


yet the regard which I have to Truth, and the great re- 


verence which the Church of England 1t unjuſtly Leareth 


to the more pure and ancient times of Chriſtianity , obli- 
geth me to remove thu prejudice, and preclude the force 
of any ſuch Objeftion, before 1 diſmiſs the Reader. 

Firſt then, however it cannot be denied that many Per- 


ſons, who obtained to themſelves an extraordinary repute 
of ſanttity in the Ancient Church, committed many groſs. 
irregularities in the conduft of their Devotion, prattiſed * 


zmmoderate Auſterities, and were ſometimes guilty of ri- 
diculous Ations ; yet the Ancient Univerſal Church 1s not 
in the leaſt concerned in all this, nor recerveth any preju- 
dice from the indiſcreet Zeal of theſe private Bigots. 


She-- 
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She gave no countenance to their Extravagances, never - 


recommended them to the pradtiſe or imitation of her Chil. 
dren, much leſs approved them by any ſolemn and publick 
A. Whereas the Church of Rome hath in the higheſt 
and moſt ſolemn manner eſpouſed the Follies and Whimfees 
of her Enthuftaſtick Saints by canonizing them, celebrating 
their Memories with Feſtivals and pompous Ceremonigs, 


' inviking them tn her publick Offices, and recommending . 


their Examples to the World as the beſt and greateſt 
Patterns of Chriſtian Perfettion. 

This alone might ſuffice to overthrow all pretence of 
Antiquity in this caſe, Tet to clear the matter ſomewhat 
farther, TI will obſerve that theſe indiſcreet Aﬀtions and 
Childiſh Irregularities were the produtts of latter and de- 
generate Ages in the Ancient Church, unknown to the firf 
four Ages, when Chriſtianity flouriſhed in its greateſt pus 
rity. In the three firſt Ages not the leaſt footſtep or ſha- 
dow of them-can be found ; and in the fourth Age they 
were very rarely praftiſed , and wholly ml to the 


Deſarts of Egypt or Paleſtine. As for the Follies rela-. 
zed of St. Antony in his Life,aſcribed to St. Athanaſius, 


and thoſe of other Saints in the Vitz Patrum, ſaid to 
have been writ by $t. Hierom, all Learned Men are now 
agreed that the former Work tis miſerably corrupted, the 
latter wholly ſpurious: After the fourth Age, many Chil- 


diſh Impertinencies and trifling Superſtitions began to be 


praftiſed by the Monks and Hermits , whoſe Follies are 
celebrated and magnified by injudicioas Writers of the 
fame Order and time, ſuch a#Palladins, Heraclitus, Sul- 
picius Severus, Caſſtan and Moſchus ; but augmented 
with a large addition of Fables and abſurdity, by the late 
ter Legendary Writers of the Church of Rome. 


In the next place it deſerveth farther to be confidered,- 


that in the Ancient Church none but obſcure aud inconſi- 
derablz 
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derable Perſons, confined to a Mountain or a Deſart, who 
obtained neither authority nor reputation in the Church, 
were guilty of ſuch foul miſtakes and irregularities. The, 
great and famous Dottors and Fathers of the Church, who. 
drew the eyes of the whole World upon their Aftions, and © 


acquired to themſelves an univerſal veneration, cannot 


be accuſed of ſuch fatal_miſcarriages, which were ſo far 
unworthy of them. On the contrary, they ſharply oppoſed 
the miſcuided Zeal of theſe ignorant Devotoes, cenſured 
their imprudent Actions, ſlighted their external ſhews of 
apparent Piety, and deplored the evil conſequences of their 
irregular Prattices. What the wiſeſt of the Ancients diſ- 
owned, deſerve not to be excuſed and defended. by us. 
And indeed the trifling Devotions and wild Impertinencies 
of the Monaſtick Order were the greateſt blemiſh to thoſe 
latter Ages of Antiquity ; and laid the foundation of all 
Corruptions, whether of Faith or Manners, which infeFed 
ſucceeding Ages. Towards the beginning of the fifth Age, 
Eunapius,the Heathen Hiſtorian,could find no more plauft- 
ble or rational objeftion againſt Chriſtianity, than the ſor- 
did Adions and ridiculous ConduT of the Monks : cer- 
tainly no objeFion was then more viſible, or leſs capa» 
ble of a refutation, But then the Adors of theſe Follies 
wever obtained that reſpe# and admiration from the pub- 
lick ſuffrage of the Ancient Church, which Enthuftaſtick 
Saints have received from the Church of Rome. The for- 
mer commemorated none in her publick Offices but Mar 
tyrs, Confeſſors and famous Perſons, who had been emi« 
nently inſtrumental in the ſegvice of the Church ; and fil- 
ted not her Diptychs with Monks and Anchorets. The lat- 
ter hath ſcarce canouized. any other than ſuch as were 
chiefly eminent for Enthuſiaſm. .. | 
Laſtly, to ſay no more, Even the higheft Extravagan- 
ces of theſe Ancient Bigots come far | Aubert the Enthu- 
*« 
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fraſm of Ignatius and other admired Saints of the Church 
of Rome. They might perhaps commit many groſs abſur- 
dities and indecent aftions, and entertain Childiſh notions 
of Religion ; bat never proceeded ſo far, as to pretend to 
extraordinary I[uminations, reception of the Faith by ſu- 
pernatural Revelation, and continual Impulſe of the Di- 
vine Spirit ; nor took upon them to publiſh their own 
Whimfres by preaching to the People without any commiſ- - 
fron from the Grvernours of the Church ; which are the 
genuine and moſt eſſential Charaders of Fanaticiſm. If 
the Miracles related of them be (:metimes found to lye 
open. to the ſame Objettions, which are-oppojed by me to 
thoſe of Ignatius ; the honour of the Ancient Church ſuf- 
fers no prejudice thereby ; which far from building her 
Authority and Reputation on them, hath frequently dif 
owned and rejetted them; as appears among other Arzu- 
ments,fromthat Paſſage of the Learned Author of the O- 
pus Imperfe&tum, which 7 have produced in the following 
Diſcourſe, None will be concerned in the truth of theſe 
ancient Monkiſh Miracles, but that Church only , which 
hath propoſed them to the People in her. publick Offices 
and Ecclefraſtical Legends, ©. | 
In repreſenting the AG ions of Tgnatius, Þ have chiefly 
made uſe of the Authority of F. Dominick Bouhours, a 
French Feſuir. altho'one of the lateſt Writers of his Life ; 
becauſe in publiſhing the Life of Ignatius of late among us, 
that Author was thought fit to be preferred before all 0- 
thers, and his Relation of him-tranſlated into our Lan- 
ware. However, in whatſoever he propojeth, he wants 


- not the atteſtation of more ancient and authentick Writers. 


For he ſeems to have taken his whole Relation from .{Or- 


- tandinus: his Hiſtory of the Society of Jeſus, printed at 


. Colen 2» the Tear 1615. with the arprobation of Clau- 
dius Aquaviva the General. / have ſeldom produced any 
other 
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other Writers of Tenarius his Life ; but when the firſt is 
either wholly falent, or giveth a different Relation. If 1 
have ſometimes inſerted Obſervations from the Life of 
Apollonius Tyaneus ;: that tendeth as well to illuſtrate 
the nature of Enthuſiaſm in general, as to do juſtice to 
the common Cauſe of Chriſtianity againſt the pretences of 
an Impoſtor, whom the latter Heathens ſet up in oppoft- 
tion to our Bleſſed Saviour. : 

To conclude, | © hope our Adverſaries will not pretend 
that I have miſrepreſented or falfified the Ations of Igna- 
tius.: ffuce / have all along to every particular Aition ſo 
carefully annexed in the Margent the Author who relates 
it, and the place where it may be found, The pretence of 
 miſrepreſentation is the laſt refuge of a baffled Cauſe ;' and 
therefore made uſe of by our Adverſaries as the. only re- 
maining expedient upon all occaſions ; particularly hy the 
Author of the Monomachia, who not being able to anſwer 
the Objeftions brought by a Friend of mine againſt the Au- 
thorities of his Speculum Eccleſiaſticum, pretended to 
overrule the concurrent Teſtimonies of Labb&E, Oudin, 
Du Pin, and other Romiſh Criticks ; becauſe the particu- 
lar places of their Books, to which thoſe Paſſages related, 
were not adjoined; and infinuated a ſuſpicion of ſome in- 
fincerity, as if that omiſſion had proceeded from a fear, leſt 
the truth of thoſe Citations ſhould be examined. What the 
ignorance or artifice of this Author will not permit him to 

c, at leaſt all judicious Perſons will allow, that it were 
both unuſeful and impertinent to ſtuff the Margents with 
particular pars places of ſuch Critical Writers, 


who in giving their Cenſures upon Ancient Authors, pro» 
ceed exther Alphabetically, or in order of time, and may 
conſequently be immediately recarred to without any diff- 
-culty. . But: a lame excuſe -muſt ſerve the turn, when the 
 badneſs of the Cauſe wiil admit no better. 
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O great and venerable an Idea of God is by 
nature imprinted in the minds of men; fo vi- 


CHURCH of ROME, & 
ſible and convidtive are the Arguments of his 


J Omniſcience and Veracity , ' that all Divine 
Revelations are no-{ooner prune :than admitted; 
and eſteemed to command; 'no eſs than to: deſerve 
our aſſent. The infinite defires of:our Will, and viſi- 
ble imperfections of our ws; ſufficiently 
convinceth mankind of the neceſſity of ſuch Revela- 
tions. "The deſire of happineſs is natural.to all, and 
impoſſibility of attaining it in this life is no leſs evi- 
dent. The nature and 1mmateriality of our Soul de- 
monſtrates rhat we were created for greater and more 
noble ends'than the mean and inconſiderable enjoy- 
ments of this life ; that we cannot but exiſt for ever, 
and are capable of Eternal Happineſs ; and then our 
Wil naturally prompts us to deſire that this fature 
Happineſs may be commenſurate tothe infinite dura- 
tion of our exiſtence, and not inferior to the capacity 
of our Nature.” Yet theſe ardent deſires, and poſli- 
bility of-obtaining\them, WT enhance A 

| | cry, 
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. ſery, and augment our wiſhes, unleſs the means of 
attaining them were aſſured to us. This Divine Re- 
velation alone can do ; ſince God alone can confer - 
that happineſs upon mankind ; and that he will do 
it, can no otherwiſe appear than by ſome external 
Revelation. The ſenſe and evidence. of theſe un- 
doubted Truths have excited mankind in all Apes to-. 
enquire after ſuch Revelation, and obliged them to - 
found all their hopes of future Happineſs. upon it. - 
Their Hopes and Deſires induced them to attend to 
the propoſal of it, and then. their Reaſon commanded 


them to acquieſce in it. The affurance of the Divine - 


Infallibility excluded all doubts and ſcruples ; and the 
ſenſe of their Intereſt:engaged init; baniſhed even all 
defire of doubting. =O 
- Thus Divine Revelations _ gained belief and 
obedience in the World ; and if at any time they 
were —_ or disbelieved: by men, it was: becauſe 
their Judgment and-Afﬀent'was prepoſſeſſed with ſome 
either real, or feigned Revelation. But then it could 
not be avoided but this natural reverence for Divine 
Revelations, and proneneſs of believing them, would - 
produce ſome ill efte&s prejudicial to the Reaſon and 
Intereſt of mankind. : A: fatal credulity would creep- 
into the World, and poſkeſs the minds of more igno- 
rant Perſons, and: induce them blindly to believe 
every bold: Pretender to Revelation. After a labori- 
ous and fruitleſs ſearch of future Happineſs, men were 
apt-to: embrace any Syſtem of Religion preſented to 
them, if it flattered their -hopes of future felicity ; 
they were loth to diſcover the error and illuſion of 
any pleaſing Revelation : they wiſhed it might be 
true; and what at firſt they wiſhed, they at laſt be- 
heved. But not only did-the deſires and _—_ - 
| mankind. 
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mankind create this credulity ; the natural reverence 
of God and all divine Oracles, when not rationally 
directed, advanc'd and increas'dit.' Many feared they 
ſhould be injurious to the Divine Majeſty, and incur 
the guilt of Atheiſm , if they ſhould ſcrupulouſly 
examine what pretended to carry the ſtamp of 
his Authority, and to have been revealed by him. 
 Toentertain fcruples in this caſe, was thought no lefs 
than Sacrilege ; and every doubt was eſteemed an 
affront to God. To which may be added, that moſt 
imagined they ſhould contract no ſmall merit, and 
even lay an obligation upon God, if they immedi- 
ately reſigned up their judgment to his ſuppoſed Re- 
velation, and blindly received it without any doubt 
in all Ages opened a wide pate, and prepat 
"the way for oh ber Soperition: while eh whim- 


. fies of every fooliſh Enthufiaſt, and fables of eve 


bold Impoſtor were propoſed under the venerable 
.name of Divine Oracles, and ſecurely believed by 
"the credulous multitude. Hence all the follies and 
abſurdities of Pagan Religion found belief and 
entertainment in the World; and the moſt extra» - 
vagant Impoſtors never wanted Profelytes. Hence 
the moſt pernicious Errors of Hereticks found admif- 
fion into the Church ; and the pretence of new Re- 
'velations in every Age, ſeduced ſome part of the 
Chriſtian World. All the preſent corruptions of the 
\ Faith are owing to it ; on which fide foever any Er- 
rors at this day are entertained, a ſcrupulous exami- 
nation would diſcover them to be entertained chiefly 
for the precedent reaſons; and all modern additions 
to genuine Chriſtianity-will'be-found either to flatter 
the hopes, or raiſe the admiration of the common 
People. Oo | To 
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To this fatal credulity, and danger of illuſion ari- . 


ſing from it, God and.Nature have aſſigned an excel- 
lent remedy, the uſe of our Reaſon;; which may exa- 
mine the grounds: and teſtimonies.of all pretended 
Revelations, inquire. into their truth, and after a 


| ſcrupulous trial paſs ſentence on them. This the in- . 


tereſt of Truth , and. the honour of our. Nature re- 
uires us. to perform, that we may neither proſtitute 
the former, nor depreciate the latter by ſubmittin 
our Underſtandings to-the Pretenſions of every bold 
Impoſtor. Without. this precedent-enquiry, our be- 
| lief would be irrational, and far from being merita- 
rious, would become .unlawful. - For to violate the 
rules of condu& preſcribed to our underſtanding, 


were to-overthrow all the Laws of Nature, - to debaſe 


the.dignity of mankind, and efface the Image of God 


imprinted in -us. . Theſe Rules, aſſire us that God 


cannot reveal any. thing fooliſh; or. ridiculous, much 
leſs contrary to.. the teſtimony of our Senſes, -or re- 
pugnant to the firſt principles of Reaſon. No greater 
injury can be offered. to the Deity., than-to. believe 
him the: Author. of any Religion which preſcribes or 
encourageth.. fooliſh .and ſuperſtitious Practices, or 


| oppoſeth Senſe and -Reaſon. All ſuch Revelations | 


would :imply repugnant Attributes to be in God ; 
which. if-1t did, not deſtroy _hjs exiſtence, would at 


leaſt: oblige us, to form diſhanourable. Ideas. of hit. 


(s) Superſtitio And theretore Seneca truly faith,. (a) Superſtition is a 


error inſanus 22/7 ſexſeleſs. Error , which affronts that Objed it pres ., 


lie, oat Zends. to worſhip. For what doth it matter, whether you 


Quid enim in- Zewy or diſbonour God 2 . Juſtly alſo,doth Pluzarch won- 
veees So der © why. A: ſhould, be. rather_accuſed of 
infames ? Fpsſb. 123. (b)} Exary'8 $. 2 bavudZny $1 
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Impiety than Superſtition, ſince few of are moved by 
any defe& in the Order or Government of the World 
to call in queſtion the Exiſtence of God ; but the 
Tricks and Cheats of ſuperſtitious Perſons, their En- 
thuſtaſtick Motions, Ridiculous Actions, Exorcifms, 
Luſtrations, and ſuch like, give them occaſion to be- 
lieve it better, and more rational, there ſhould be no 
God, than ſuch a God, as the Author of ſuch a Su- 
perſtitious Religion mult neceſſarily be. So that: wiſe 
Heathen. . 

If Chriſtianity in the firſt and purer Ages of it, 
had laboured with theſe difficulties, or been obnoxi- 
ous to theſe Objeions ;. it could never- have convin- 
ced the World of its Truth, or ſurmounted the reſ»- 
ſtance of Heathen Philoſophy. It would have been 
highly irrational and unworthy the learning of thoſe 
Ages to have deſerted one Superſtition to embrace 
another ſo much more abſurd, than the former , by 
'how much the one was repugnant to Reaſon alone, 
the other both. to..Senſe. and Reaſon. It is the un- 
happineſs of latter Ages, to lye open to the force of - 
this Obje&tion, which after ſo many Superſtitious 
Practices and Opinions introduced. into a great part - 
of the Chriſtian Church, ,is thereby become unanſwer- 
able. For, whoſoever conſiders the Fictions of Tran» - 
ſubſtantiation , Purgatory and Infallibility., the Im- 
pertinence..of Prayers in- an unknown Tongue, the - 
trifling: Actions of their moſt. illuſtrious Saints , and 
fond Superſtitions praCticed in their ſeveral Monaſtick 
Orders, Proceſſions, . Worſhip of Images, Saints and 
-Relicks; and indeed, in every individual Office of 
the Church of Roms, cannot but. conclude; without 
deſcending,.into..the merits of the Cauſe, That the 
complex Religion of = Church of Rowe, is not of Dix 
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vine Inftitution;and deſerves not,either to havebeen re- 
vealed by Gad, or to be believed by Men ; and if he 
believeth theſe opinions and practices to be inſeparable 
. from Chriſtianity, he may juſtly reje& it, and ratio- 
nally conclude it to be a Cheat, and the Author of 
it to have been an Egregious Impoſtor. That theſe 
| Reaſons have really tended to the Prejudice of Chriſti- 
anity,and made innumerable Apoſtates from it, the fad 
Experience of /aly,and other Romiſb Countries beyond 


- | the Seas demonſtrates, where, if the Relations of mes 


dern Travellers do not deceiveus, few real-Chriſtians 
can be found out of the credulons Multitude, whoſe 
' Ignorance difableth them from perceiving the Follies, 
; and diſcovering:the Falſeneſs of their Religion. . - - 
It is therefore the peculiar Glory of the Chriſtian 
Religion, that it was revealed and propoſed to the* 
+World:in the moſt Learned of all the precedent Ages; 
That itdid not take ſhelter in. the Ignorance of Man- 
 kind,nor confine itsMyſteries to the more remote and 
ignorant Part of the World. The Learning and Phi- 
 lofophy of the Heathens was. then raifed to the high- 
eſt PerfeQtion;;-and 'the Knowledg of all Arts and 
Sciences had gained equal extent 'with the Roman 
Empire; fo that we may truly affirm the World to have 
been then more univerſally'/Learned, than in any Age, 
either before or ſince. At this time eſpecially, God 
choſe to publiſh his Revelations to the World , and 
made the more Learned part oof 'it the Stage of his 
Promulgation ; that fo in future Ages, Chriſtianity 
might not be ſubjeted: to any juſt Suſpicions of Fraud 
and Impoſture, -nor-the precedent Reception:of it be 
aſcribed to the fooliſh Credulity of ignorant and {llite- 
rate Profelytes. - The DoQtrines of it were propoſed, 
-and Miracles. in teſtimony of it, wrought 1n all the 
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more famous Cities of the Empire, in their publick 
Schools and Synagogues, in their Theaters and Uni- 
verſities, in Rome and. Athens, the great Centers of 
Learning ; and, which deferveth to be obſerved, more 
eſpecially in Greece, and 4fia Minor, the moſt Learn- 
ed part of-that then Learned Empire. This fecured - 
- the Chriſtian Religion from all poſſibility of Error and 
Ilufion ; ſince, if either the Doctrines of it had been 
ridiculous and irrational, or the Miracles fiQitious -. 
and pretended ; the Learned Auditors and Spectators . 
of thoſe times, who were not in the leaſt prepoſleſt 

in favour of it, would foon have diſcovered the Cheat, 
and vehemently. decried the Error. This conſidera-. 

tion alfo tendeth no leſs to the Advantage and Repu: 

tation of the Reformation, that it was advanced and : 
undertaken in a moſt learned and knowing Age; That - 
all the Authors and Promoters of it, were Perſons of - 
extraordinary Knowledsg ;- and that purity of Religi- 

on, and fucceſs of Learning;, as they decreaſed pro- 

portionably in all Ages; fo they returned into the 
World at the ſame time. Whereas Popery oweth all - 
its Triumphs and- Succeſs to the Ignorance. of Man- 
kind; began with the decreaſe of Learning, and was 
well nigh ruined with the Reſtauration of it. - All the | 

peculiar Articles of Popery, were founded in the dark . 
and ignorant Ages of the Church ; their moſt iluftri- ].. 
ous and admired Saints, were rude and 1lliterate Idiots, - 
devoid of all Learning,and oft-times of common Senſe; | 
their Miracles are ever acted either in barbarous and. . 
eredulous Apes, or in remote Corners of the World; . 
(we poor Hereticks , who have the greateſt need of .. 
them (for their Arguments being ſo often baffled,no- . 
thing but Miracles can now convert us) can never . 
be. bleſſed with the ſight of them.) and at this day, 


; 
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it flouriſheth proportionably to the Knowledg or Tg» 
norance of all Countries. -In Fraxce, the moſt Learn-. 
ed of all the Popiſh Countrtes,- it is torced to put on 
a new Maſque, and by many ſubtil and nice Expofi- 
tions, -Qualifications and Interpretations, is almoſt 
loft and refined into nothing, -In /raly (if we may be- 
lieve the Reports of modern-Travellers) it hath few 
Proſelytes, beſides the ignorant and unlearned Multi- 
tude; the-more intelligent ſort being become either 
Atheifts, Scepticks or Moliniſts. In Spazy alone, and 
the Z:dies, doth it flouriſh in its full Vigour; where 
ſo groſs an Ignorance hath- poſſeſſed: the minds of 
Papiſts, that they believe. their Inquiſitors no leſs In- 
fallible than- the Apoſtles ; and: tzmagine- that their 
Images can both hear- and-ſee them. So neceſlary 
and uſeful is- Learning to Mankind , which may fix 
Rules to diſtinguiſh true from pretended Revelations, 
diſcern real from feigned. Miracles, and diſcover the 
Illuſions of Impoſtors, that the decay of it hath mm 
all Ages ani Countries been accompanied with a- 
deluge of-Error and Superſtition. | 
.But in.nothing is the uſeand neceflity of Learning, 
and its ſubſervience to the intereſt and purity of Religi- 
on, more conſpicuous and'apparent, than-in preventing 
the Dangers and Follies of: Enthuſtaſm;to-which,in the 
preſent Conſtitution of mankind, all revealed Religions 
cannot but be obnoxious. I do not hereby imply the 
neceſiity of any extraordinary Learning, or accurate 
Knowledg of all Sciences, -1n;all Ranks'and Orders 
of Chriſtians.; but an ordinary Prudence, and right 
underſtanding of the naturcand'genius of Chriſtianity; 
which if. afſilted by the Dire&ion of more - learned 


- Guides and Paſtors, as God in: the firſt Inſtitution of 


»Ohriſtianity intended-it ſhould be; will abundantly 
ſecure 
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'ſeeure all Perſons from the deluſions of deſigning or 
ignorant Enthuſtaſts. However, a ;great . part : of 
Mankind will-continue to want this Prudence, and 
negledt this Direction ; eſpecially, when the means 
of Knowledg are ſtudiouſly.kept from them, and ns 
Inſtruction. to be obtained , but from external. Cere- 
monies, 'or the Ditates of-a Confeſlor, as it is in all 
Popiſh Countries.Such Perſons profeſs Chriſtianity,;not 
out of any Conviction of the Truth or Divinity of it, 
but induced by.the Prejudices of Education and Autho- 
rity of Example, underſtand not the true Principles of 
their Religion, and inſtead of a rational Faith, poſſeſs 
only a blind Credvlity. This affords a fair opportu- , 
'nity of ſucceſs to the Frauds and Artitices of Impo- 
ſtors, who will never want Profelytes in an ignorant 
and credulous Auditory; and if upheld, and favour- 
ed by the publick Applauſe of the Church, may draw 
Multitudes of: Admirers after them. The great En- 
gines of theſe Religious'Juglers, were ever Enthufi- 
aſm, andthe pretence of Miracles. The latter have 
long ſince ceaſed, and could never really be perform- 
ed; by-Impoſtors : It remains therefore, that they be- 
"take themſelves to Enthufiaſm ; poflcls the People 
with a belief of extraordinary Revelations communi- 
cated to them, of an inward Familiarity with God, 
_ of continual Divine Inſpirations, of ating ſolely - 4 | 

the impulſe of the Spirit, and following the infallible 

_ Dictates of an:inward Light. '— © _ 
_ + This Opinion muſt be raiſed, and continued by 
bold Pretences, extatick Motions, ſevere Auſterities, 
and Macerations of the Body, a mortified Look, ex- 
traordinary Ads of apparent Humility , ridiculous 
Actions, which may imply a contempt of the World, 
perpetual canting about Spiritual Matters, and deli- 
D- vering 
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vering them wn fach a'manner , as may fee to pro. 
coed Bin the immediate Revelation of God ; _ 
withat, in impenetrable Nonſenſe. Such Pretences 
and Actions, will excite = —_—_ of fooliſh 
Perſons, and by amuſing «their ment with ſpeci 
OUS Shepscrattoln them an jokes. oenfoonabe ox 
for their Enthuftaſtick Prophet. All the Whimſies 
of his diſturbed Phantaſy ſhall then paſs for Oracles, 
and. his fooliſh Auſterities for fo many certain Indica 
tions of a real SanAity. When this Opinion is once 
entertained, then the pretence of Miracks may fe- 

urely 'be fet on foot, 2nd the grolſeft Cheat may paſs 


- undifcerned among. credulous SpeQators, who will 


be deterred by a reſypom Awe from examining the 
Truth of the Miracles of their admired Impoſtor,, 
whoſe own Word ſhalf without Scruple be received 
for Miracles pretended to be done by him in Secret ; 
or at teat, the fingle Teſtimony of one credulous 
Woman, or fanciful Ideot, ſhall be efteemed an un- 
doubted Certainty. Whoſoever examines the Mira- 
cles of the Romefb Saints, will find them all to have 
been at firft believed upon /#cb ſender Motives, and 
afterwards amplified and increaſed by the Writers of 
their Lives; at keaſt, that this was the cafe of the 
Mirackes pretended to be done by Zzratins. Loyola, E. 


* doubt not to:demonſtrate. 


Thus the Folly and Credulity of Mankind, hath: 
opened the way, and facilitated fucceſs, even to de- 
ligning ors, who-are conſcious-of the falſity 
of their own: Pretences, and are diſquieted with a per- 
perual fear of Diſcovery. But, then the way is- more 
open, and ſncceſs more eafy to ſuch Enthuſiaſts, who- 
pre they really enjoy and receive from God 

Ilkiminations. and. Impulſes which. they venr 
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to their deluded Followers. Such Perſons are inſpi- 
red: with a falſe Zeal; and in propoſing the Phren- 
fies of their diſturbed Brains, imagine themſelves to 
a& in Obedience to Heaven, and for the. benefit of 
Mankind ; which renders all their Aions vigo- 
row, and themſelves unwearied in the Proſecution of 
' them. That there have been, and are ſtill , many 
fuch Enthuſiaſts in the World, the Hiſtory of all 
times, and our own Experience demonſtrates beyond 
all doubt ; and that there ſhould be fuch, we ſhall 
ceaſe to wonder if we conſider the nature of things. 
Such Perſons are commonly endued with weak Brains, 
and diſeaſed Bodies; often ſuffer irregular motions of 
the Blood, which creates groſs and turbulent Spirits, 
and fills the Brain with ſtrong and active Vapours. 
Theſe continuing a violent motion in the Brain , will 
re} {o ſtrong and lively Images of thoſe things, 
which have been the moſt frequent Objeats of their 
Meditations, and made deepeſt —_—_ in them, 
that they will really believe themſelves to a&t thoſe 
things which they only imagine; and to fee, hear, and 
feel all thoſe Objeds, whichare fo lively repreſehted to 
them. This is manifeſt even in Melancholly and Hy- 
pochondriack Perſons, who are ſo far deluded by the 
Action of the undigeſted Vapours of their Bodies up- 
on their Brain, that they ently believe the re- 
ality of thoſe things, which their Uiſturbed ina- 
tion repreſenteth to them. If the motion of the Spi- 
_ rits be very _— and their action upon the 

Brain exceeding ſtrong , it will produce various ef- - 


fe&s upon the Body, according to the difterent Conſti- 
tution of it, or tar irregularity of the motion 
and diforder of the Spirits. Sometimes violent and 
extraordinary — the Body ſhall be effeRed; 

2 at 
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at other-times, all the Spirits flowing to the Brain 
the Nerves will be emptied; and thereby all the viſi- 
ble Actions of -Eife will be ſuſpended; and both ways 


' an Extaſy will-be produced. And all this may hap-- 


pen involuntarily without-, or even againſt the con- 
ſent of the: Will. * All theſe Effets will be much more 
ſenſible and apparent, when-the Enthuſiaſm is affect 
ed, and contracted by a long habit of diſtempe- 
red-Imagination. This frequently happens in igno- 
ratit and .melancholy Perſons , whoſe Thoughts are 
not ſerene and calm, but accompanied with vehement - 
Paſſions and turbulent- Motions. Such are wont to 
aftix their whole Thoughts to- certain Objes, and 
employ all their Spirits in continuing their Ideas of 
them ; which being groſs, and hurried with an irre- 
gular Motion; - create a mighty Fermentation: in the 
Blood:, whence: new: Clouds 'and Vapours are tranf- 


 mitted-into the Brain, and render: the Imagination 


more intenſe and-ftrong. The Spirits being put into . 
this irregular and- rapid Motion, various Effects will 
follow in the Body, according :oithe different Conſty 
tution- of--jv, -- or: :preſent: Diſpoſition. of the :Spirits. 
Either violent and extraordinary Motions-of the whole 
Body will be praduced,-or; all the ſenſible Actions of 
Life will be fuſpended.- - And alkthe- while the Mind” 
amuſeth it, ſelf with monſtrous and extravagant Ideas 
of things, which are. often rendred: pleaſing; and; des 
I;ghrful by. their; infinite Vaniety:: ''When-once: the 
Art is obtained,. of exciting the Paſſions, -and diſturbs 
10g the Spirits of-the Body at- the Meditation'of cers 
MR ORs, no; ſooner; will the Ideas recur to. the 
find, but the; fame-Motions';wilt retura into the 
Body, and. all the aforementioned Effects will natu- 
really be. productd.”” Thus: a habit of Enthuſiaſm "7 
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hſt is formed; and extafies may be produced as often 


. as the convenience or whimſies of the Enthuſiaſt ſhall 


require it. In this ſtate the Soul is detained with un- 


accountable Notions, and monſtrous Ideas of things, 


which enables even the moſt ignorant Perſons to talk 
boldly and fluently of thoſe things, whoſe imagination 
then diſturbs the mind, which are commonly Divine 


Matters , but withal-in an incoherent and unintelli- 


&ible manner.. However, the Enthufiaſt hinrſelf be- 
leves all this to proceed from a Divine influence, 
and miſtakes the phrenſies of his Brain for the dictates 
of the Holy. Ghoſt ; and the credulous Multitude, 
which ever refers thofe things to @ Divine original, 
whoſe cauſes it cannot comprehend, proclaimeth his 
Dreams to be Inſpirations, aſcribeth the extatick mo- 


tions of his Body to the operation of the Spirit ating . 


in him, and admireth his high-flown Nonſenſe as 
Divine Sublimity. | 

Theſe Enthuſiaſts, as they are commonly: Perſons 
of weak underſtandings, and narrow capacities, are 
eaſily led; away. with falſe- appearances of Religion, 


and groſly miſtake the. nature and genius: of Chri- - 
ſttanity.. They imagine Religion + to conſiſt : in: a+ ri- - 
gorous and fevere exerciſe of thoſe external actions, .. 


which in the Countrey they hve: in,- are generally 
eſteemed the indications of Piety and Chriſtian Ver- 
tue;; and. fancy, that the farther they carry theſe 
practices, . the more nearly they approach:to-the ut- 
moſt degree of perfection. "Thus in the Church of 
Rome , the profeſſion of -Evangelical poverty, a beg 


garly habit, a ſevere mortification of the Body;: con» - 


tinual telling over of: Beads,” going-in pilgrimage; 
and other childiſh actions, are at leaſt by the com- 
man. people. eſteemed the =_ characters of. a refined 


and... 
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and exalted Vertue, Henoe Entliuſtaſts of that Com- 
munian, corrupted with theſe prejudices, while they 
aim at an extraordinary perſeQion and purity , pro- 
poſe to themſelves Jong plgrimages, terrible auſte- 
Tities, continual prayer, and a thouſand other ridicu- 
lous actions, which their deluded fancy fuggeſts to be 
meritorious. They employ their thoughts in the 
an ro meditation of theſe imaginary perfections ; 
and in their extafies and raptures are amufed with 
them, and form pleafiog Ideas of them, arifing from 
the apprehenſion of any exceeding merit or venera- 
tion to be —_— oy the practice them. - this , 
religious y they imagine to have received the 
Divine approbation of ther, miſtaking a fooliſh fa- 
tisfation of a deluded judgment for the ſuffrage and 
voice of the Holy Spinit acting in them : and at laft 
proceed fo far, as to fancy the reception of a Divine 
Command for the commiſſion of theſe extravagancies. 
No wonder then, if after ſuch a falſe perſwafion they 
proceed to a& all the whimſtes and follies which a 
diſturbed brain and violent imagination can ſuggeſt ; 
if they put off all ſenſe of ſhame and modeſty, and 
ſetting no bounds to their extra ce, deliver them- 
felves up to the conduct and direction of an irrational 
fancy, which inciteth them to commit ſuch follies 
and trifles, as are beneath the dignity of a rational 
Being, and contrary to the diQates of common ſenſe ; 
fuch ridiculous fopperies and elaborate extravagance, 
as mey juſtly provoke the laughter of ſober Heathens, 
and indignation of wifer Chriſtians. 

Such ridiculous Fanaticiſm is the utmoſt degene- 
racy of Chriſtian Religion, than which nothing can be 


TNOre mggy Proton and deſtructive of its 
Principles Churiſtianity was intended to exalt and 
| | perfe& 
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perfect the Reaſon of mankind, to create true notions 
of the nature of all moral and religious Actions, and 
introduce the practice of a manly and rational Piety. 
Whereas this Enthuſiaſm debaſeth the Reafon and 
Underſtanding of mankind, introduceth falſe [deas of 
Religion and Piety, and expoſeth beth to the fcorn 
and derifion of the more judicious and intelligent 


World : as if none but Fools and Ideots could be 


perfe Chriſtians; and the higheſt degree of madneſs 
were the moſt certain mark of piety. Such abſurd 
Opinions cannot but ſcandalize all confidering Per- 


" ſons ; and cauſe them to conclude, that either theſe- 


abfaurdities are groſs corruptions and deviations from 

Chriſtianity, or elſe Chriſtianity it felf is a grand Im- 
poſture, unworthy the belief and veneration, or even 
attention of mankind. The former is not eafily diſ- 

cernible by thoſe who have no other notions of Chri-- 
ſtianity, than what they receive from the general 
praQice and currant opinions of their Countrey ; and- 
are from their infancy prepolleſt, that there is no- 
true Chriſtian Society befides their own; where if 
ſuch Fanaticiſm be publickly practiſed or countenan-- 
ced,. it cannot-but create in them a deteſtation of all: 


Chriftianity. But as for thoſe who are convinced of. 


the truth of Chriſtianity in general, and enquire after- 
the true Docrines of it among fo many divided Com- 
munions of the Chriſtian World, they may rationally 
and infallibty conclade that particular Church which: 


favours or promotes this Snperſtitious Enthuſiaſm, to: 


* be infinitely corrupted and degenerate fromthe true. 
Spirit and Principtes of Chriſtianity. 


If we view the ſeveral Churches and Communions. 


of the Chriſtian World, we fhall find.no Society: of: 
Chriſtians more. free from Fanaticiſm than the — 


I5: 


a - 


The Enthuſiaſm of 
of England, or more guilty of it than the Church of 
Rome. It hath been the peculiar happineſs of the 
Church of Exg/and to create a right ſenſe of Religion 
and Piety in all her Communicants, and ſecure to 
them the'praQtice of a rational Devotion. She'makes 
no:pretenfions te. private Inſpirations, and extraordi- 
nary Illuminations of the Holy Ghoſt ; and all her 
Children are more: apt to deride, than admire the 
follies and. extafics of Enthuſiaſts. If any of her 
Members have at any time through ambition or ig- 
norance-embraced Fanaticiſm, they have at the fame 
time departed from the Communion of the Church, 
and becoming Schiſmaticks, proclaimed themſelves 
her Enemies. Yet fo far hath the ſober and judicious 
practice and example of the Church of England in- 
Huenced even their conduct, that the moſt extrava- 

.gant among them have been leſs Fanatical than the 
moſt admired Saints of the Church of Rome : and 
whenſoever the ſenſe of their Duty, and Providence 

of God ſhall induce them to return to the boſome of 
the Church, which we. heartily with, they can do it 

-no- otherwiſe than by deſerting even all Reliques of 
Fanaticiſm. Not ſo the Church of Rome, which 
in all her Offices and publick Ceremonies-promotes 
and foments it, hath on many occaſions. given pub- 
lick applauſe and approbation 'to it , and oweth the 
:greateſt part of her peculiar DoQrines, and -preſent 
proſperity to the Enthuſiaſm of her Followers. If we 
conſult the publick Offices of that Church, we ſhall 
find nothing intelligible dire&ly propoſed to the com- 
mon People, but the Prayers performed in an un- 
known Tongue, and their Senſes -in the mean while 
-amuſed with antick Geſtures, Images, Proceſlions, 
.and, pompous - Repreſentations. The firſt — 


l 
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the minds of ignorant Perſons to betake themſelves to 
the entertainment of their own thoughts, and direct 
their Devotion according to their own crude and in- 
digeſted Ideas; and then the latter inſpires them with 
childiſh and abſurd notions of Religion, and Divine 
Matters, and both together cauſe them to form wild 
and Enthuſiaſtick Apprehenſions of Religious Actions, 
and direct their Conduct according to thoſe Appre- 
henſions. If we examine the peculiar Dodqtrines of 
the Church of Rome, we ſhall find many of them to 
derive their original from Enthuſiaſtick Viſions and 
Revelations. ' I will inſtance only in Purgatory and 
Tranſubſtantiation ; whereof the former, however 
at this day defended, was at firſt ſet afoot upon the ſole 
Authority of thele Fanatick Viſions ; which imaginary 
Viſions of this kind were fo frequent among the En- 
thuſiaſtick Monks of the ſixth, ſeventh, eighth, and 
tenth Ages, that large Volumes might be compiled of 
them : as indeed I have ſeen ſeveral voluminous Col- 
leRions of them in Manuſcript, compoſed before the 
Reformation, in proof of Purgatory. As for 'Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, as it was firft forged in the Cell of a Vi- 
fonary Monk ;-ſo it chiefly gained credit and belief in 
the World from 'the pretended Viſions of fuppoſed 
Saints; for whoſe fake God diveſted the Sacramental + 
Elementsof their uſual Accidents, and offered them to 
their ſight under the very Species of.an Humane Body. 
Scarce a Monkiſh Saint of any eminence after the 
ninth Age can be found, -in whoſe life ſuch a Viſion is 
not related. Laſtly, if we view the Religious Orders 
of the Church of Rome, where Religion and Piety is 
ſuppoſed tofloutiſh in-its utmoſt perfetion, and which 
are eſteemed the grand Patterns of refined Chriſtiani- 

ty ; we ſhall find them to be ſo many Societies of Fa- 
| E naticai 
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natical Enthuſiaſts , who, if we except vicious and 


irreligious Perfons among them, wholly buſic them- 
ſelves in wild Imaginations, and ridiculous Ceremo- 
nies. If any religious Perſons among them eſcape this 
contagion, gnd furmount this impertection, it is owing 
to the excellency of their Genius, and advantage of 
their Learning, not the Rules of their. Order, which 


naturally lead them to it. | 


But in nothing is the Enthufiaſm of the Church of 
Rome more apparent, than in her approbation and 
veneration of Enthuſiaſtick Saints. The Church of 
Rome 'in her Calendars, Offices, Legends, and Bulls 
of Canonization hath placed ſuch a rabble of Saints. 
in Heaven, that if a Lucia» or Fuljan ſhould ariſe 
anew to write Satyrs againts the Inhabitants of Hea- 
ven, and criticiſe upon the vulgar conceptions of 
them, I fear they would find preater-matter of laugh-. 
ter among the Chriſtian Saints, than the Heathen 
Gods. Of theſe Saints no ſmall part had never any 
exiſtence; 'and many no ſuch exiſtence as is com- 
monly aſcribed to them ; I mean, 'ated no ſuch 
things 'as their- Legendary Lives relate. Of thoſe 
which remain, many were vicious-and wicked Per- 
ſons, Traytors to their Prince'and Countrey, or furi- - 
ous Perſecutors of the ſuppoſed Hereticks of latter. 
Ages; whom nothing but a blind zeal for the Inte- 
-xeft of the Court of ' Rowe cauſed to be canonized. As 
for the Saints of latter: Ages, who'were canonized by 
ſolemn Bulls-and Ceremonies (For the Ancient Saints. 
never enjoyed that honour) they were generally cho- 


_ ſen out of 'the Moneſtick Orders; and were either 
'dowtright Enthuſiaſts, -or chiefty admired for thoſe 
-AQions which-included fomewhat of Enthuſiaſm. In 
theſe Canonizations it is enquired, not whether the 
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Candidate of tfat ſacred Charatter exerciſed aft the 
offices of Piety , Temperance and Charity in the 
higheſt perfection; not whether he procured ſome ik 

tuflrious benefit to the Church,” or was ever ready to 
fuffer Martyrdom for the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; 
but whether he ran about the World barefoot, and 

ofeſſing Evangelical Poverty , begged his bread 
from door to door ; whether he wore an iron Chain, 
an hair Shirt, or a knotted Cord; and: affteted to 
eppear ridiculous in all his Actions ; whether he ma- 
cerated his Body with Pore Auſterities, and 
went in Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and other fa- 
mous Shrines ; whether he enjoyed extraordinary Il 
luminations of the Holy Ghoſt, ated by the ſole im- 
pulle of the Spirit, and had frequent extaſies and rap- 
tures of mind : laſtly, whether any of his credulous 
Followers would adventure to: teſtify any Miracles 
. done by him, either ſeen by themſelves in ſecret, or 
received from! others by Tradition. What a miſera- 
ble corruption of Chriſtianity muſt this needs be, to 
give fuch ſolemn and publick approbation to the ex- 
. travagances of Fanaticks, to applaud their Follies, 
admire their Phrenſies, and propoſe them as the great 
ObjeRs of imitation, not to ſay of worſhip, to the 
People; to ſolemnize Feſtivals in their memory, and 
thvoke them in | the publick Liturgies; and give 
tlianks to God for the great and glorious Examples of 
thoſe; who were fitter for Bedlam, than-the Bleſſed 
Society of Apoſtks, Prophets and Martyrs! Such 
fornd Credulity and irrational Condu@' might: be 
ſomewhat excufabls tn the common People, whoſe 
ignorance and inexperience might plead their pardon. 
But when the repreſentative Church of Rowe-com- 
Mit ſuch Follies, and 'deliberately form fuchiCanoni- 
X E 2 zations, - 
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zations, which are afterwards approved and received 
by the- whole Romay Communion , we cannot but 
conclude that Church to have grofly. perverted the 
Deſign of Chriſtianity;| and widely deviated from the 
- primitive Purity of that moſt Rational .as well as Holy 
Religion. 05 | 
That'the Charge of Enthuſiaſm upon the Saints of 
the Church;of Rowe is moſt juſt and deſerved, will 
appear. frorh:;:a particular view of, their Lives 'and 
Actions :/'and:that-not only. of thoſe who lived-in the 
more barbarous and ignorant Ages of the Church, 
but of thoſe-who flouriſhed: in theſe laſt more learned 
and refined Apes,after ſo-many Reformations of Eccle- 
faſtical Diſcipline, and fo great improvements of Rea- 
fon. For in thoſe Countries where Popery is freely. pro- 
felled, and without fear of Heretical Obſervers, Fana- 
ticiſm retains as great applauſe as ever; and by a fa- 
tal Contagion, whether of pernicious Examples, or 
preyailing Ignorance, the lateſt Saints are the greateſt 
Enthuſiaſts. This might be abundangly, demonſtrated 
from the Lives and Actions of St. Philip. Neri, of 
St. Tereſa, St. Mary Magdalen Pazzi, and St. Roſa ; 
but I -chuſe rather: to prove. it from, the Conduct iof 
StJgnatius Loyola, as well becauſe heis one of, the moſt 
eminent. and il{uſtrious Saints m-the Romas Calendar, 
as. becauſe he was Founder of the moſt celebrated and 
learned Order of the Church of. Rome: If after'a 
ſtrict examination he ſhall appear tohave | been 2-moſt 
.extravagant..Enthuſiaſt, we cannot hope to diſcoyer - 
a; more;rationat Devotion. in.;the. obſcure, and more 


incoaſiderable Saints of that Church. 
' . . (n forming. this Enquiry, 1 ſhall begin with the 
Qualities-necctbrily poopires to conſtitute, and, com- 
uſiaſt;z, among which an ardeat 
« { deſire. 


® » 
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deſire of Glory, and immoderate Ambition, obtains 
the firſt place. For none would proſtitute the Dig- 
nity of his Nature to the Follies and Impertinencies 
of- Enthuftaſm ; deny to himſelf the common benefits 
- of Life, and undergo Poverty, Nakedneſs, Hunger ; 
and a thouſand other Inconveniencies incident to that 
Profeſſion, if he were not tranſported with a violent 
Ambition, and ſuſtained with the pleaſing hopes of : 
obtaining thereby unuſual: Glory, and extraordinary 
Admiration. J{gnatins was in a' moſt particular-man- 
ner indued with this Heroick Quality, and that both 
natural and acquired.. That he was by natare am- 
bitious, all the Writers of his Life aſſures us. Thus 
Bouhours .. tells us, That above all, he had an ardent . ,.,. ... 
Paſſion. for Glory ; that he was naturally 'Haughty', des. Ignac. 
and his Fancy wholly filled with Gallantry and Va- lib. 
nity ; and in all his Actions, he only followed the nia. Soc: Jeſu: 
falſe Maxims of the World. This, as the ſame Father 1. 1. num. '9, 
relates, 'naturally incited him tothe love of Poetry, *©- 
and- made him keep a kind of Decency' even-in his 
Irregularities. They pretend indeed , that' /ynatius 
. was poſſeſt with this ambitious Temper, only before. 
his Converſion,” when it was aboliſhed by a particular 
.gift of God; but beſides, that even that is ' ſufficient 

or our purpoſe ; if we may judg from his ſubſequent « 
Actions, we i have no great Reaſon to.believe them, 
as ſhall be ſhown hereatter, | 

' ThiFnatural: Ambition of \/[gnatias;- was fomented. 
and-incteaſed by his extraordinary: Addidtion' to read 
Romances, and the: Lives ofi Saints: The fame H- 
ſorian * relates of him, That he was a diligent Rea+ * big: 
der of Romances ;. and in particular, a greet Admi- 
rer of Amadis dt Gail, and fuch Books of Knight Chi -* * - 
valry,, and. wonderfully tickled with Advetitures and -- ' 

0 ay Feats 


to acquire to-himſelf 
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Feats of Arms rehted in them. This filled his Head 
with falſe Ideas of Glory, and heated his Brains with 
vehement defires of Imitation. Thus Dox Quixort 
began his Kaight-Errantry with the reading of ſuch 
Romances, which even made him run Mad with am- 
. bition and defire of Glory: And as it happens moſt 
-unluckily, Ignativs and Don Quixot were both: inſpi- 
red with reading the fame Book, the Adventures. of 
Amadis de Gaul, whom the Dor always propoſed to 
himſelf, as the grand Pattern of all his Exploits; and 
. Ignatius imitated as far as the difference of Saint-Er- 
rantry would give him leave. But it was the read- 
ing the Legends of Saints, which finally compleated 
the Diſeaſe, and rendred it incurable. This excited 
in him a paſſionate deſire of obtaining an equal Re- 
putation in the Church, and Dagees in Heaven with 
them; and after envying their Glory, perſwaded him 
'to'imitate their Follies. It was , as well as 
- natural, for-ſuch an s ray Bigot, who defigned 
eem, by the repute of extra- 
ordinary Sandtity, and yet underſtood: little of the 
true Principles of Chriſtianity, to take his Pattern 
from the Lives of-Saints, and dire his conduct by 
the Imitation of their: moſt celebrated Actions, rely- 
ted in the ordinary Legends of the Chyrch; which 
affixing moſt ridiculous Follies to the venerable 
Names of Apoſtles, Martyrs and Confeſlors, ,and not 
undeſervedly relating them of the latter Saitrlſts, who 
are. emmonly held in the greateſt Eſteem; 'betrayed 
- is weak Judgment to the Imitation and PraQtice of | 
the fame Extrayagances. - All the Writers of his Life, 
aſcribe his Converſion to his accidental reading of 


ta To- the Lives of Saints; and Maffeins F particularly re- 
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would often ſtop, and in a tranſport, whethes of 
Zeal or Ambition, cry out, What if I fhould imitate 
this ilIuſtrious - Exploit of St, Dominick 2 What if IT 
ſhould undertake this celebrated Aion of St. Francis ? 
This procured to them little leſs than Divine Ho- 
nours, and may make me be accounted ſomewhat 
more than*-Human. 

- Somewhat extraordinary, therefore,he was reſolved 
to do, which might immortaliſe his Name, and give 
occaſion for new Legends ; but how to dire& his. 
Ambition, he was yet uncertain; being deſirous of the 
Honour of a. Saint, yet loth to forfeit the Tri- 
umphs of a Knight-Errant. He was raviſhed indeed 
with the reading the Life of Chriſt, and Legends of 


the Saints; * Was ſer on fire with the wonderful things * goytours, 


he read; and being aſtoniſhed at the Auſterities of the |. 1. 
Anchorets, reſolved to imitate them, to viſit the Holy 
Seputchre , and ſhut up himſelf in an Hermitage. But 
theſe good Motions lafted' but for a while, and he quick= 
ly relapſed into his former Weakneſs. He wiſely con-- 
ſidered, That the Imitation of theſe Anchorets might. 
procure him the Admiration of ignorant Devoro's ; . 
-but Feats of Arms-alone, could fecure to him the - 
Favour and Applauſe of more Polite Ladies. For it. 


muſt not be diſſembled, That our Saint ||, Zefrdes 11a. ibid. 


his innate ' Paſſion for Glory, had a ſeeret Tnclination 
for a Lady of Quality ; and now his Head was full of 
Military Exploits, to make himſelf worthy of that La- 
dies favour. Then he fell again to read, and anew to 
imagine ſomewhat more wonderful in the Aitions of 
Saints, than, all 'the Exploits of thoſe Romantick He-- 
roes , which had formerly filled his Imagination.. This . 
retindled -in him a defire of Solitude; but ſtill, when : 
he was upm the point of taking, a good Reſolution , _ : 

| World: 
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Wild with all its Charms ſo powerfully aſſaulted him, 


_ that he fell back, and lingred after Military Honour. 


Many .days were ſpent in this FluQtuation of Mind, 
till at laſt he refolved to become Saint-Errant. And 
not imprudently.. For as Sancha Pancha unanſ{wera- 
bly difputed to his Maſter Dox Qsixot, ſince the at- 
tainment of Glory was his only aim, Saint-Erranty 
was a much eaſter, and more certain way than Knight- 
Errantry. For from the firſt, nothing but Blows and 
Woungs were to be expetted, and .perhaps a ſudden 
Death in the firſt Encounter , which might blaſt all 
the: hopes of Honour ; whereas a Saint-Errant might 
ſkep ſecurely, - unleſs diſturbed with the Phrenſies of 
his ' own Brain ; be lodged in Palaces, and attended 


. . with crouds of admiring Followers; might ſurvive the 
- Fruits of his Labour, and after his Death be inrolled 


among the Favourites of Heaven; might be honoured 
with an Anniverſary Solemnity, have his Bones en- 
chaſed in Gold, and his Tomb frequented with 
crouds of devout Clients ; might have Churches and 
Images ereQted to his Memory and Worſhip; and if 
the Writers of his Life be endued with fruitful In- 


| ventions, have innumerable Miracles aſcribed to him. 


Beſides, {gnatins wiſely remembred that his Lameneſs, 
and 'the viſible deformity of his Leg, remaining after 
his Wound received' in the Siege of Pompelona, would 
eternally hinder him from -ap pearing a compleat 
Courtier, or attracting the ' Favour and Aﬀections of 
Ladies, without which a Knight-Errant cannot ſub- 
fiſt. He had uſed indeed all imaginary Remedies to 
cure this Deformity, as paſſionately affefting to appear 
every way compleat , without the leaſt Blemiſh. But 
Heaven had defigned him for a more noble Profeſ- 
Hon. | 


The 


* _ the Charch of Rome. 
The Order of Knighthood being thus reſolved 
on, it remained-tochuſe ſome illuſtrious Saint, whoſe 
Actions he might imitate, and propoſe as a Rule to 
| his Condu@t. - Don Qxixot fat not longer in Councel 
to chuſe a- Pattern for his Military Atchievements , 
than 1gnatius did to find out a fit Exemplar for his in- 
tended Bigottry. At laſt, moſt luckily he pitcht mafeius, 1. x 
upori St. Francis , than whom latter Ages- have not © 2. 
produced a greater, or more extravagant Enthuſiaſt, 
if we except his Ape /gnatius. How well he per- 
formed his undertaking, and how nearly followed the 
footſteps of this great- Maſter, we ſhall often by 
comparing their Actions, have. occaſion: to ſhew. 
However /gnatius, to manifeſt that-he was no Daſftard, 
ſometimes ventured a little higher, and had no in- 
conſiderable flights in imitation of Chriſt himſelf, 
having a very ardent defire to be as much as poſſible, 
the lively Image of Jeſus Chriſt, as Buſſieres exprefleth Vie de Sr. Ig- 
it. Thus after he had perſwaded his firſt fix Diſci- 2312. ©. 5- 
ples to ſubmit themſelves to- his Direftion ; he calls 
them together, and opens to them his deſign of imi- 
tating Chrift in the moſt perfet manner z tells them, g,,nours. 1 +: 
that Chriſt went about ſaving Souls, and thence per- We 
 ſwaded them to go into Paleſtize upon the ſame em- 
ployment. St. Francis was not altogether ſo haſty ; Bonaventura 
he ſaid till he got twelve Diſciples abont him, that de vira. Fran, 
ſo himſelf might reſemble Chriſt, and they the Apo. *®: *. 
ſtles; altho none can eafily difeover any reſemblance 
between them, fave-only in this, that they were illi- 
terate. 
But-/gnatius was not ſo wholly taken up in the 
Imitation of Saints, but that he ſtill kept an eye to 
the Laws of Chivalry, and as much as poſſible, di- 
refed his Actions by thoſe Ideas which the — 
F 
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of Romances had created in him. And in this he 
degenerated not from the Example of his Maſter St. 
Francis, who in the beginning of his Converſien,, 
was inclined to exert his vigorous Ambition in Feats 
of Arms. Theſe Military Ideas ſo far poſſeſſed 1qna- 
tius's Imagination, that he could not forget them, in 


forming the draught of his Order, and writing his 


Book of Exerciſes. The firſt deſign 'of bis Order, 
was revealed to him by God in his Meditation of the 
two Standards, in which were ſhewed to him the firſt 
Lineaments, and general Scheme of his Order, by 
Military Repreſentations. Afterwards intreating the 
Pope that no Preferments might be conferred on any of 
his Order,he repreſented to him, that the other Orders 
were like ſo many Squadrons of Cuiraſliers to ſtand 
faſt in their Poſt ; but his Order like Light-Horſemen, 
to be always in a moving Condition. In like manner, 
his Book of Meditations is formed in a Military way, 
where he repreſents to us, our Saviour asa King, in- 
viting his Subjes to accompany him in a Military 
Expedition, for the Conqueſt of the whole Earth, and 
aſſures them of their ſhare in the Booty and Glory 
of the Conqueſt in Proportion to their Fatigues in 
War. He deſcribes Chriſt coming to Preach his Do- 
Arine to the World, with the Devil ſtanding in the 
Front before him, and both under the reſemblance of . 
Generals, who raiſe Troops, ſpread their -Enſigns , 
take the Field, and exhort their Men to follow them. 
It ſeems., the Propagation of the Goſpel by force of 
Arms, is connatural to the Order of Jeſuits ; only 
the Wiſdom: of latter Years hath changed theſe Spi- 
ritual, -into carnal Weapons... But- to come a little 
nearer;one of the moſt neceſſary Ingredients of Knight- 
Errantry, is a Lady, who by the auſpicious _— 
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of her Beauty may protec the Knight, and receive 
the Trophies of all his Victories. The choice there- 
fore of Dulcinea del Toboſo, coſt Don Quixot no leſs 
than the ſerious Conſultation of eight Days; and the 
choice of the Bleſſed Virgin coſt 1gzatius a tedious 
Preparation at his firſt ſetting out ; when at laſt, he 
proſtrated himſelf one night before her Image, and gu 
conſecrated himſelfsto the Service of the Son and the i 
Mother; vowed inviolable Fidelity to her; made her 
his Protectreſs, and ever after eſteemed himſelf to be 
obliged to her by the Laws of Knighthood. Another 
neceſſary Qualification of Knight-Errantry, is to be 
ſolemnly dubbed Knight, and watch a whole Night 
in Armour, before the undertaking of that Profeſſi- 
on. And therefore Do# zixot at his firſt ſetting our, 
had a terrible 'ſcruple of Conſcience, becauſe he was 
not yet dubbed Knight ; whereupon he immediate- 
ly cauſed himſelf to be dubbed by the Inn-keeper , 
and kept his Vigils in his imaginary Chappel. 7z- 
»atius was not forgetful of *this Ceremony, and 
therefore in Imitation of it, he watched a whole 
Night in his Pilgrims Weeds, the Armour of Saints, 
before the Altar of our Lady at Montferrat, praying 
and devoting himſelf to Jeſus and Mary, according 
to thoſe warlike Ideas, which were ſtill in him, as 
Bouhours * expreſſeth it. Departing, he hung up be- * 1bid, 
fore the Altar his Sword and Poniard. For where- 
ever a Knight-Errant performs his Vigils, his Arms 
are forfeited to the uſe of the Chappel, and muſt be 
redeemed if he will have them. But to proceed, 
Don Quixot carried no Money about. him, becauſe no 
Knight-Errant ever did ; ordered Sancha Pancha to 
provide no Neceſfaries aforchand , ſaying Knights- 
Errant ovght to rely on Gods Providence ; and ever 
"© - pleaded 


: 6.3% 
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pleaded that by the Priviledg of his Order, he was 
exempted from paying any Reckonings, or any other - 
Debt whatſoever, - So /gnatizs thought it a_ Crime 


_ to carry. Money with him ; relied-ſo far upon the Pro- 


vidence of God, that he would accept of no Provi- 
viſions for a Journey, altho offered to him; and in 
his Journey to the Holy Land by Sea, pleaded al- 
ways, that as a Saint he ought © be excuſed from 
paying any. Fraight, and would never pay it, tho 
Money were given to him for that purpoſe. Dor 
Quixot believed every one bound to confeſs, believe, 
and maintain whatſoever he avouched, whether they 
had ſeen it or no. So gnatins eſtabliſhed it for the 
primary Rule of his Order, that every one ſhould 
obey the General, that is, himſelf while alive, with ' 
the ſame implicite Faith as they would God him- 
ſelf. Laſtly, to omit many other Inſtances of this - 
nature, As the Inn-keeper excuſed Dox 47x07 when 
he had done many outragious Injuries, as 4 Fool and 
diſtracted Coxcomb ; fo the Spaniſh Captain excuſe 
ed upon the ſame account the Extravagant Inci- 
om of  /gnatius, when he was brought .. before 

m. 

But the-moſt remarkable Inſtance remains behind.- 
Don Quixot in Obedience to the Laws of Knight-Er-. 
rantry , in afl his Exploits left it to the Diſcretion of 
his Horſe whether-he would go, believing the eſſence 
and being of all his Adventures to conſiſt in that. In 
like manner , gratis ever ſubmitted himſelf blind- 
ly to the. Dictates of his Confeſlor ; and. when he 
was wanting, to the DireQion of his Horſe ; as may 
appear. from this Story. J1gnatins preſently after 
his Converſion, made a Pilgrimage to Montſer- 
rat, By the way, he fell in Company with a Moor, 

| and 
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and diſputed with him about the Immaculate 
Conception of the Bleſſed Virgin. 'The Moor ſtifly 
oppoſed it, and as it ſhould ſeem, was too hard for 
Ignatius upon the point, 'as well he might, arguing 
againſt an ignorant Diſputant , and being on the - 
righter Side. At this /gnatias, tranſported with an- 
ger and zeal, was in doubt with himſelf, whether his 
Faith and Allegiance due to the Bleſſed Virgin ever 
ſince his ſolemn dedication of himſelf to her, did not 
oblige him to revenge her honour by the death of the 
Mahometan. - Not being able to reſolve the Doubt, 
and fearing to be wanting in his Duty, he reſolved to 
follow the Moor, and do what God ſhould inſpire him. 
Thus riding on, he came where the Road parted. 
One way led to Montſerrat, the other the Moor took. 
No Divine Inſpiration yet appearing, and the Caſe 
admitting no longer delay, he abandoned all farther 
expectation of Divine Impulſe, and committed him- 
ſelf to the direQion of: his Horſe, although all will 
not allow him to have rid upon fo learned a Beaſt ; 
Maffeins faith, It was a plain Aſs, or at leaſt a Mule. L. r. c. 3. 
- 1anatius,, therefore, coming to the Diviſion of the 
Road, ſtopt his Horſe,and looſned the Reins, reſolving 
if the Beaſt took the ſame way which the Moor had 
done, to ſet upon him, and kill him; if the other, to 
let him paſs unrevenged. The Beaſt by good luck 
took the way leading to Montſerrat ; whereupon 
Hznatins molt rationally concluded, that God did not 
require at his hands that he ſhould revenge - the 
Blaſphemies of the Moor. This the Writers - of his 
Life call a Miracle, tho an honeſt Heretick would ra- 
ther call it Chance, Now the Romiſh Saints may 
well be impeccable , if God muſt work Miracles to 


perſerve them from ſin ; tho a ſober Caſuiſt would not 
| fear 


go 
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fear to conclude , that Ignatius by making ſuch an 
irrational Reſolution, was really guilty of Murther. 
It is welt his Countryman St. Dominick did not live 
in his time. For he denying the Immaculate Can- 


- ception of the Bleſſed Virgn, if /gnatius had met him 


in this mood, and his Aſs had not been wiſer than 
himſelf, the two Saints muſt have fought a Duel a- 
bout the Immaculate Conception ; and then ſurely 
by the common Privilege of Saints each would have 
fought for Truth. 

That J/gnatius in his Converſion was acted with 


- theſe ambitious Principles, and reformed his Life not 


| out of any ſenſe of Piety, but meerly through an im- 


(a) L. 1, 


(b) Cap. 2. 
Rome, 1629. 
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moderate deſire of Vain-glory, is ſo undeniable, that 
even the Writers of his Life cannot difſemble it. This 
appears from the account given by them of the mo- 
tions excited in his Imagination by reading Romances 
andthe Lives of Saints art his firſt Converſion, which 
was before mentioned ; and may be farther demon- 
ftrated from what Bouhours (a) adds, that in exerci- 
ſing all his Religious Auſterities, he had at firſt no 
other aim than to imitate thoſe holy Penitents, whoſe : 
Lives he had read, and to expiate his Sins. This laſt 
clauſe was annexed 'only to fave the Credit of the 
Saint. For in his Life,. (4) publiſhed by order of Mw- 
tius Vitelleſchi, General of the Jeſuits, it is freely con- 
felled, that Ignatius his firſt Reſolutions were to exer- 
ciſe great Auſterities, and perform extraordinary Pe- 
nance , not ſo much to expiate his Sims, which then pre- 
ſented themſebves to his view, as becauſe he imagined 
that in theſe rigours the utmoſt perfefttion of Chriſtianity 
confiſted, having no higher 1dea of it, and deſiring with 
paſſion to acquire that perfeftion, as the only means of 
obtaining/the repute of Sanity. And indeed.if we 

| examine 
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examine his firſt Adventure after his Coriverſion, we 
hear of no extraordinary acts of real Piety and Devo- 
tion, but only Pilgrimages, Sackcloth, Faſting, Whip-. 
ping and Begging, the effects of an Ambitious Deſire 
to imitate the Actions of the moſt Renowned Saints, 
which then wholly poſleſt his Imagination 3 and with Maffeius, 1. r, 
the thoughts of which he continually amuſed himſelf,< 3: 
ſo far as to employ his whole time in painting the: 
famous Actions of Chriſt and his Saints upon a-Book,. 
and then admiring - the glory of them: | However, 
this- was ſomewhat" better employment, than that: 
wherewith' St. Fraxcis at firſt buſied himſelf, to make' 
Crucifixes in Mortar with his own hands ; although 
both equally proceeded from Child:h.Notions of Re-: 
ligion and Devotion: 

It then Ambition had fo great apart in the Con-i 
yerfion' of gnativs : if an exceflive deſire of Glory, 
and fooliſh emulation of the Honour-of other Saints, 
chiefly induced ynatius to embrace a Religious Life : 
with what pretence -or ſhew of truth can the Writers - 
of his Life afcribe his Converſion to the Providence: 
of God, and operation of the' Holy Ghoſt > A-Conver- 
fion which themſelves cannot' deny to have been the 
effe& of Ambition, and other unruly Paſſions ; and : 
in-which, without any- breach of Charity, the Devil 
had far -more influence than God. - Divine Conver= 
ſions never proceed from ſuch unlawful Principles ; 
and correct, the Errors -of -the Judgment , as well as 
purge the Corruptions of the Will; whereas /gnatius, 
after his Converſion, continued in the fame Ignorance 
of all Divine Matters and true Piety, and retained his -. 
former Ambitious Inclination, which alone-may create - 
a reaſonable fuſpicion of inſincerity in the-whole cons - 
duQ-of his Life. -. | A 
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It cannot be pretended that Jgnafzus was at firſt 
induced by motives of Ambition and Vain-glory to 
undertake the Severities of a Religious Liſe, bat af- 
terwards proceeded wholly upon Principles of diſin- 
tereſſed Piety. The Writers indeed of his Life aſſure 
us, that immediately after his Converſion, all Re- 
liques of Ambition were by an-immediate operation 
the Holy Ghoſt extinguiſhed in him ; but the ſub- 
ſequent conduct of his Life demonſtrate the contrary. 
The ambition of founding a new Order in the Church, 
had ſtrongly poſſeſt his Imagination,and was the grand 
motive of all his Auſterities. To this all his Actions 
weredire&ted;and by this he was encouraged tounder- 
take and conquer the greateſt Difficulties. Orlandinus 
(a) plainly confeſſeth, no man would have taken fo 
much pains as he did, unleſs he had carried ſuch a 
Deſign in his head ; and Bowhours, (5) that- he had 
deſigned to inftitute an Order! under the name of the. 
Society of Feſus, ever fince his retirement at Manreza, 
immediately after his Converfion. The Ambition of 
inſtituting a peculiar Sect was. ever the chief Motive 
of all Hereſtarchs and Impoftors; who thought na-. 
thing more glorious than to-acquire an arbitrary,com- 
mand over the Underſtandings-of their deluded Fal- 
lowers. 'This- incited Apolon:us 7 yaneus, St. Francis, 
and Zryatizs to gather to. themſelves Diſciples as ſoon 
as they had obtained;a popular repute of ſanity; and 
that the World might 'take notice of Their great, fuc- 
ceſs; they all agreed to lead their Diſciples as it. were 
in triumph into the Capital. City. of the World : /gna- 
tizs and Fraxcis on pretence to receive the: Pope's 
Bleffing and Cominands, but 4podonius upon a more 
generous Deſign to brave the Tyant Nerv, and let. 
him know that he deteſted his Actions, and ſcorn'd 
his 
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his Threats. No wonder the ſuppofed Merits of the 

Deſign, and ſanctity of the Profeſſion which /pnatius 

had undertaken, ſhould raiſe his Pretenſions ; ſince he 

might rationally promiſe to himſelf an extraordinary 
veneration on Earth, and a more exalted Throne in 

Heaven. Don Qzixot fancied that all Knight-Errants 

went to Heaven, or at leaſt to Purgatory ; and ſurely 
Saint-Errants deſerved to be placed in an higher de: 14. 1. 3. c. rs. 
gree than they. The »dian Philoſophers had aſſured 

Apollonius , that both dead and living he ſhould be 

eſteemed a God. A pious Frier had ſeen St. Francis's Bonaventura, 
Soul in the ſhape of a bright Star carried in a Cloud ©? "5: © 
upon many Waters into Heaven ; and another holy 

Brother being wrapt into an extaſy had ſeen an empty 

Seat prepared in Heaven, more eminent than the reſt, 

ſhining with great ſplendor , and adorned with pre- 

cious Stones ; and at the ſame time heard a Voice 

from Heaven, ſaying, that it was kept for St. Francis. 
Bonaventure F, who was himſelf a Saint, had tiled + De vita Fr. 
him the Angel aſcending from the Eat, having the ©? 74: 
Seal of the Living God ; and might not gnatins rea- 

ſonably expect a Place of equal dignity in the Court 

of Heaven 2? yes ſurely ; and that we may not doubt Buſſteres, 1. 2: 
of it, St. Mary Magdalen Pazzi in an extaſie faw his © 16: 

Soul in a-glorious Seat in Heaven. As for reverence Philoftrae.1. r: 
to be obtained by them whilſt alive, Apollonias was © 15: 9: 
commonly faluted by the People with the Title of 

Divus, and eſteemed fo great a Favourite of the Gods, 

that crouds of Clients daily flocked- to him, defiring 

him to intercede with Heaven for them. St. Francis Bonavent, 

. enjoyed the Title of Chri/#:aniſimus Pauper , or the cap. 8. 
Moſt Chriſtian Beggar, and thereby ſtood in compe- 

tition with the Moſt Chriſtian King ; but /gzatius Vitelechs, 
being more ingenious, aſſumed the Title of Pauper ©4P. 7. 
Pauperum ; 
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Pauperum ; and thereby emulating that of Servas Ser= 
vorum, exceeded St. Francis, as much as the Pope ex-: 
ceeds all Secular Princes. However, both are-now, 
attended with crouds. of devout- Supplicants; altho, 
in this ApoZonius hath the advantage of them in-point- 
of Judgment and Learning. For.they favoured ſuch 
Invocations while alive, and are now ſuppoſed gladly: 
to receive them when dead : whereas the Heathen. 
Philoſopher wiſely reje&ted the Petitions of thoſe, 
who deſired his Interceſſion with God, telling them, 
that if they were really devout Perſons, they needed. 
no Interceſlor, but might themſelves boldly approach. 
to God, and. ofter up their Petitions to him. 

I might inſtance 1n ſeveral other Actions and Cir- 
cumſtances, which clearly. manifeſt an immoderate 
deſire of Vain-glory. His- Reſolution: of preaching, 
the Goſpel among the Infidels in the Holy Land,: the, 
great ſtage of Knight-Errantry in former Ages, with-. 
out any probability of ſucceſs, aroſe from this prin - 
ciple of Ambition. Thus ApoBonins affeting the ho- 
nour of dying a Martyr for Philoſophy, went boldly: 
to Demitian, and reprehended his Tyranny ; and Saint 
Francis went twice into 4fia, and once into Africk 
to convert the So/dan of Babylon, and Miramolin of 
Morocco, not ſo much out of defire to propagate Chri- 
ſtanity, as that by his Impertinence provoking thoſe 


| Princes, to, cruelty, he might obtain the Crown of 


Martyrdom.. The ſingularity of habit uſed by . /gra- 
tius.and Apollonius was direfted to the ſame Deten 
By this they diſtinguiſhed themſelves from the reſt of 
mankind, and drew crouds. of Admirers after them ; 
who at firſt drawn together by the novelty of their 
Habit, might at laſt be deluded with their Jugling Ar- 
tifices. But a moſt certain argument of _ s 

acred. 
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"Sacred Matters is to envy to all others the acquiſition 
of Reputation by the fame method. That muſt needs 
be an impious as well as extravagant Ambition, which 
cannot endure any Rivals or Competitors in Sanity, 
and would engrofs to it ſelf all the veneration of Fools, 
and credulity of Mankind. This Philoſtratus (a) and (a) L. 3. c. 3; 
- Bonaventure (6) particularly obſerve of Apollonius Ty-(þ) cap. s. 
 - axeus, and St. Francis, that they approved not thoſe 
Auſterities in any other , which they practiſed 
' themſelves. In like manner, /zxatius repreſented to Boubours, 1. 2. 
'two Ladies of Alcala his Diſciples, who had reſolved 
'togo in pilgrimage to our Lady of Gvadalupe, profeſs 
Evangelical Poverty, and ſerve the Sick in Hoſpitals, 
the folly of their Deſign ; and aſſerted, that without 
an evident Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, they muft 
not take ſach extraordinary courſes to advance in 
Perfe&ion ; that Sandtity did not conſiſt in Pilgrima- 
ges or Evangelical Poverty ; and earneſtly diſſuaded 
them from their Intentions, Now if /gnatius did truly 
" practice and purfue Evangelical Perfe&tion, he ought 
not to have diverted theſe Ladies from their Reſolu- 
tions, who had propoſed to themſelves the practice 
of thoſe very Actions which they had before admi- 
red in 7g#atizs. He might perhaps plead for himſelf 
Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt : but beſides that fuch 
a Plea is downright Enthuſiaſm, it might have been 
with equal reaſon pretended by the Ladies ; fince all ta. 1,s. 
ſuch Inſpirations are purely interrnal, and known 
only to the Perſon who receives them. "Thus alſohe 
expreſſed great diſlike of long Prayers in others, al- 
tho himfelf frequently beſtowed whole days in Prayer ; 
and at his firſt converſion did nothing elſe but pray. 
The affeRation of the name of Saint is a no leſs evi- 
dent mark of a violent Ambition ; and therefore we 
G 2 may 
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may reaſonably conclude Apolloninus to have been ex- 
tremely guilty of this Vice, in that while alive he not 
unwillingly received the. title of God from the com- 
mon People.- The Notions which the Heathens had 
of their Inferior Deities was the ſame which the Pa- 
piſts uſually entertain of their Saints. This Title g- 
atius upon all accaſions ambitiouſly courted ; and by 
cunning Artifices endeavoured to. procure. 'Thus-at- 
Manreze having with many incredible Anſterities and 


. ſevere Mortifications once acquired among the credus- 
lous Multitude the Title of a Saint, as it he had got 


Id, 1. 2. 


Gloria S. Ipz- 
natis, Rotho- 
mags, 1633, 
cap. 8. 


Id. c. 14. 
Ribadeneira 


in vit. cjus. 


his Aim, he immediately gives over all ſolitude, 
changed his deformed Penitential. Dreſs into a more 
decent Habit, and moderates his Auſterities. At Bar- 
celona meeting a company of Beggars, he diſtributed 
all his Money to them, and then.immediately in their 
ſight began himſelf to beg : whereupon. they cryed 
out, A. Saint, a Saint: His Confeſſor Zguia.was wont 
to give it out,, that he was'more than a Saint; and 
he to return. the Complement, and ſecure the conti- 
nuation of it, gave Egaia a great character of extra- 
ordinary Piety, He betrayed no leis Vain glory , 
when in. an affefted extravagance of humility he 
prayed to God, and wiſhed publickly on all occaſions, 
that his Body, when dead, might: be expoſed in the 
open Ficlds to be devoured by Beaſts and Fowls, or at 
leaſt might be buried in a Dunghill. Such Wiſhes 
were frequent in the Mouths .of Cynicks, who were 
eyer, eſteemed the moſt ambitious of all Philoſo- 
phers. 

If any thing be till wanting in /gnatins to com- 
pleat the Character of Ambitious, it mult be arrogant 
Boaſts, and ,high Pretences-of his his own Sandtity ; 
which indeed is the utmoſt degree of Vain-glory, than 

which 
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which nothing is more intolerable or inexcufable. 

Tonatius was never wanting to his own praiſe, always 
endeavouring to excite and continue great Ideas of his 

own Merits in the minds of men : tollowing herein 

the common Artifice of all Impoſtors, who ſupply 

their own want of merit by an arrogant oftentation 

of it. Thus Apollonius Tyaneus gloried that he knew Ppilefrar. Lz, 
all things, penetrated the moſt ſecret thoughts of o- £13 7: 
thers, underſtood all Languages, tho he had never © * 7 
learned,them ; and bragged to Domitzan that he could 

not huet him, ſince he was immortal. Saint Francis Bonaventur. 
boaſted that he was daily fed with the Bread of An- &7.. 1... 
gels; and publiſhed every-where, that after his death gend, fot. 262. 
he ſhould be worſhipped as a Saint through' alf the Londen, 1527; 
World. As for /gnatins, he conceived ſo great an opi- 

nion of his own'merit, that preſently after his Conver- 

ſion, before he had performed yet any thing extra- 

ordinary, being ſeized with a violent Fever, and lying 

. in a deſperate condition, he fancied to hear an in- 

ward Voice repeating to him, that he need not be 

troubled to die, becauſe he died a Saint; and that be- Boubours, 1. r: 
ing arrived at ſo great a degree of Perfe&tion, he 

needed not fear either the Temptation of the Devil, or 

the Judgment of God. - On the one fide he ſaw repre- 

ſented to him his Meritorious Auſterities; on the other 

ſide Heaven open, where the Angels, with Palms and 

Crowns in their hands, invited him to enter in. That 

he might create in others the fame apprehenſion 

which he had formed to himſelf, he ſometimes talked 

publickly of his Raptures and Extaſies, and ſpread 14, 1. 6. 
abroad a Report that he had an Archangel for his 

Angel Guardian. This perhaps might be ſomewhat 
pardonable in a Spaniard, but what follows is intole- 

rable. Polancus asked him one day, as he was boaſt- 


ing 
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Gloria 8: Ie: ing of his wonderful Gifts, Whether he did not fear 


e nat, Cap. 7 


to be guilty of Vain-glory 2 gnatius anſwered in theſe 
words : . Polantaus, T. do aſſfure-you that I do not relate - 
the thouſandth yo of. the Divine Gifts conferred on 

me, by reaſon of the incapacity of thoſe who hear me, 


-to.conceive . them .: and added, that he would not 
. change Merits or Divine Gifts with any one of all the 


Saints, if they had not greater than what are com- 


; monly related of them in their Lives. It might per- 


haps be jmagined that a more exquiſite Flattery could 


;Boubours, 1.6. 


-not be invented ; yet thanks to a Politick Brain, the 


Reputation of /gzatizs his Merits muſt be rais'd yet 
higher. Zguia, his Confeſlor, often wiſhed that he 
might outlve the Saint, at leaſt, fome few hours, 
that-he might reveal without Scruple, what he knew 
of the Sanity of /gnatius, and he pretended that he 
had things to tell, which could not be heard without 
aſtoniſhment. The.cunning Saint fearing that if the 
Matter came to a Trial, .it might end in Smoke, or 
at leaſt, not anſwer ExpeQation, prayed earneſtly 
.againſt his Wiſh ; and by good fortune the -Confeſlor 
died before him. Alas, What a loſs did the imma- 
ture Death of Eguia bring to Chriſtendom ? Such a loſs 
-no doubt the World had before ſuffered 1n the caſe 


.of Don Quixot ; a great part of whoſe moſt noble Ad- 


ventures were not mentioned .in the Records of Man 
cha. 


Ambition is the chief and fundamental Qyality of 


an affeted Enthuſiaſt ; that /gratins was eminently 


endued with it, we have now proved, © Other acce- 
daneous Qualities are required to conſtitute a com- 


Pleat Fanatick, which were not wanting in our Saint; 


I ſhall inſtance only in two, weakneſs of Body, and 


want of Judgment. The firſt is commonly antece- 


dent 
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dent to, and in ſome meaſure the cauſe of Enthuſi- 
aſm, but muſt neceſſarily be contracted by thoſe im- 
moderate Fermentations and Commotions of the 
Blood ; which -attend - the Extaſies of Enthuſiaſts ; 
which: may for a time confer an unuſual Vigour up- 
on the Body; but when the Heat is expired, and the 
Tempeſt calmed, leave it languid and deje&ted. The 
ProduQtion and Conſervation of a ſtrong and irregu- 
lar Imagjnation-, by groſs and impure Spirits, ſup- 
poſeth a vehement Indiſpoſition of the Body, and ge- 
neral Corruption of Blood , which alfo that very 
Imagination promotes and augments. And this alone 
might- unanſwerably detect all the Illuſions and Im- 
i of Enthuſiaſts, who pretend to intellectual 
Viſions: and- divine Raptures. For if thoſe Viſions 
were indeed purely  intelletual, no extraordinary 
motion of the Body would attend them ; whereas the 
violent Ebullition..of the Spirits, which accompany 
theſe pretended Viſions of Enthuſiaſts, demonſtrate 
them to be wholly owing to their Imaginations and 
diſturbed Brains... Thus * Sr. P hillip Nerz being of ten * Vite ejus per: : 
overflowed with celeſtial Pleaſures; was forced to fall => _—_— Y 
flat upon the Ground, and rowl himſelf to and fro ; "TE 045 
And in praying, his whole Body was wont ſo much 

to Quake and Tremble, as would cauſe the Chamber 

to ſhake, and the Stools tn it to dance about. Nay, . 

once this ſhaking proceeded ſo far, that the poor Saint 

broke two of his Ribs by it. /znatius began his fits of De- - 

votion in a violent Fever, -and ever after maintained : 

them in a weak and- crazy Body. | In his Retirement . 
into the Vale of Paradice, where: he enjoyed ſuch ex. $999% bn: ': 
traordinary Raptures, he impaired his Health fo- far 

ina few days, that his Friends ſearching for him, 


found. him in a Swound, whichwmn2 liz e ly fob 
+ lowed .; 
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lowed by a deſperate Fever. nz his Meditations aud 
Raptures, he poured forth ſo great an abundance of Tears, 
that he was often very near blinded by it. In all his 
Extafies, his Body was wonderfully weakned. By recitin 
Maſs, (wherin he always pretended to receive a fl 
of Conlolations) he often became ſo languid, that he was 
forced to be carried to his Chamber upon the Shoulders 
of other Men, not being able to ſtand upon his own Legs 
for weakneſs. Sometimes in praying or celebrating Maſs, 
he burned with ſuch vehement Heat, that all the Parts 
of his Body ſeemed to be on Fire, his Face grew red 
as Scarlet, his Pulſe beat violently,” and all his Veins 
ſwelled through the extraordinary Fermentation of his 
Blood, and the hair of his Head ſtood upright. Or as 
another Author expreſſeth it , * His Countenance was 
inflamed in praying ; and commonly in the heat of his 
Devotion, he had wery violent Palpitations of Heart, 
and frequent Raptures; withal, he poured out a Torrent 
of Tears , till he obtained of God by Prayer , that he 
might be able to reſtrain his Tears ; but when they were 
kept in, he felt in his Soul an Inundation of ſpiritual De- 
light. From which laſt words, it is manifeſt, That 
he miſtook the extraordinary motion of his Blood, . 
(which commonly produceth a grateful ſentiment of \ 
Pleaſure) for ſpiritual Delights; ſince, from the re-- 
ſtrainment of his Tears, no other effe&t could fol- 
low,than that the motion not being allayed by an Eva- 
cuation of Tears, ſhould continue longer in its firſt 
Vigour. To mention no more, our Saint, Whenſoe- 
ver he thought of _ Death, and the Love of God, had 
ſuch furious motions in his Heart , that his Health was 
exceedingly injured for a long while after. After ſo many 
manifeſt Indications of a violent and diſturbed Ima- 
gination , we cannot with any ſhew of reaſon _ 
is 
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his ſpiritual Delights and Viſions, to the ſerene and 
calm Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, but muſt impute 
them to 'the Phantomes of his Brain; an effect 
which naturally followed his method of Devotion 
and Meditation; inſomuch, as Peter Faber having 
wholly reſigned up himſelf to his Conduct, and to the 
Rules preſcribed in his Book of Spiritual Exerciſes, 
felt ſuch fervour in his Meditations, that he was 
forced often to go down from his Chamber into a 
little Court, to take freſh Air, and cool his Brains. 
Ignorance and Weakneſs of Underſtanding, is fo 
neceſary a quality to thoſe Enthuſiaſts, who are per- 
ſwaded of the truth and reality of their Dreams and 
Viſions, ſuch as /znatius ſeems to have been, at leaſt, 
ia the former part of his Life ; that without it, En- 
thuſiaſm could gain neither Admiſſion nor Belief, 
even in their own Breaſts. For this reaſon St. Philip 


Neri, Above + all things endeavoured that his Diſciples Þ Jac. Baccins 
ſhould ſuppreſs in themſelves the too nice Inquifttions of ," 


the rational Tntelleft, and often ſaid it was the Abridg- 
went of all Spiritual Life, to lay afide Reaſon and Argu- 
' ings. This affeed Ignorance not only diſpoſeth 
them to ſubmit their Judgment to the Direction of 
an irrational Imagination, and reſign up their Con- 
duct to the fortuitous Impulſe of irregular Motions 
' In the Body; but alſo diſables them from diſcovering 
the Folly and falſe Ideas of Enthuſiaſm, from percei- 
ving that nothing can be more- contrary to the ge- 
nius of Chriſtianity, than Fanaticiſm ; that right 
Reaſon is the greateſt Ornament, as well as PerfeQti- 
- _ onof Mankind; that whatſoever violates the Laws of 

| Decency and Sobriety, cannot be Divine; and inſtead 
of merit, that God is diſhonoured by ridiculous Aﬀti- 
ons and irrational Auſterities. The great Founders 


of Monaſtick Orders, are obſerved to have been Igno- 
H rant 
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rant and Stupid to a Prodigy ; and 1gnatins far from 
vec; bing Ambitious to ſurpaſs them in Learning, thought 
my '? it meritorious to be more ignorant than them all. 
He judged it a great Perfection to be eſteemed a Fool ; 
Boubours, 1.6, and made it one of his chief Maxims, that whoever 
would do great things in Gods Cauſe,muſt have a care 
of being too wiſe. Nature it ſeems, had taken care that 
he ſhould not be too wiſe,if the Writers of his Life do 
* Cap. 3. Dot foully miſrepreſent him; Yiteleſchz * faith plainly, 
8 L. 1. That he was an Ideot.Bouhours ||, That hewas but mean- 
+L.L ly inſtructed in the Myſteries of the Faith. Mafferus +, 
That he had ſcarce learning enough to preſerve him 
1 Hiſt. Soc. je. from Hereſy. Orlandinus ||, That he was devoid of all 
ſu, 1. r. cum. Learning. He was ſo far indeed conſcious of his 
_ own Ignorance, that he put himſelf- to- School, and 
beſtowed many years in learning Philoſophy and the 
Latin Tongue; but all his Labour met with ſmall 
ſucceſs ; his natural Stupidity was too prevalent for 
the greateſt Induſtry. In the Grammar-School -at 
Boubours, 1.2. Barcelona, he made fo ſmall Proficience, that»in ma- 
ny Months he could not learn to Conjugate the Verb 
Amo ; and. was forced to beg of his Maſter to whip 
him ſeverely , and treat him equally with the mean- 
eſt Boy. After two years Study at Barcelona, he 
goes to' Alcala, where he learneth Logick , Phyſick 
ibis and Divinity, And ftudieth Night and Day without 
4 | Tnermiſſon ; but fo many different Notions fo confounded 
his Underſtanding, that all his Labour ended jn learning 
nothing. Next he removes to Salamanca, leaves off 
begging, and mitigates his Auſterities, that he might 
imploy his whole tzme in Learning. Yet finding but 
{mall Progreſs, he.quits Spaze for ſhame,  and.betakes 
Maffew,1. 1. himſelf to: the Uniyerfity of Paris, wiſely driving an 
Gyah Afs laden with Books before him. For himſelf, be- 
tore he got to Paris, had loſt all his Learning, inſo- 
| much: 
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much, as coming thither, he was forced to begin | 
all a new, and return even to the firſt Elements of 
Grammar. After he had ſtudied there ſeveral years, 
by the help of Friends,- and many Petitions, he gets 
a Degree; but ſtill continues ſo Ignorant, that after 
he had enticed Faber into his Society, he was forced 
to deſire him privately to explain Ari/otle to him ; B4dieres, 1. 2. 
to whom he in requital explained the Secrets- of a © * 
Spiritual Life, and Myſtical Divinity. But perhaps 
all this is to be aſcribed to a ſingular Providence, 
which hindred his Progreſs in Learning, as know- 
ing it to be deſtructive to the very being of a 
Romiſh Saint. That little ſmattering which he had 
of Learning, did no ſmall Prejudice to his SanCtity ; 
for after that, his Viſions, Extafies and Illuminations, 
became infinitely leſs frequent. The very reading of 
a learned and rational Book, leſſened his Devotion , 
and quenched his Spiritual Conſolations. For being 
adviſed once by ſome learned Men, to read the Books 
of Eraſmas, he perceived that the reading of him di- 
miniſhed his Devotion; and the more he read, the 
leſs fervour he had in Prayer : He thereupon threw 
them away; and when General of his Order,command- pouboure, 1. 2. 
ed that none of his Followers ſhould read Eraſmus's 
Writings, or at leaſt, not without great Precaution. 
Nothing but the reading of 7homas a Kewpis , -or 
other unintelligible Enthuſiaſts could keep alive his 
firſt fervour , which grew faint and expired at the 
leaſt appearance of ſolid Learning. If the Jeſuits 
have ſince conceived a greater eſteem for Learning, 
and not unſucceſsfully employed their Labour in the 
attainment of it, they have perhaps deſervedl[y ob- 
tained a Reputation to themſelves; but, as I fear, 
have thereby forfeited the ProteRion and Interceſſi- 


on of their Founder /gnatius, who continues even 
H z after. 


The Enthuſiaſm of 


after his Death, to be the profeſied Enemy of Learn- 
ing. For ten years after his Death, appearing to 
James Terry, a young Scotchmay of his Society, who 
with diligence and fervour had applied himſelf to. the 
Study of true Learning, he ſharply reprehended him, 


Buſſieres, 1.3- recommending to him, Leſs Knowledg,and more Virtue. 
c. 8, 


Having thus manifeſted, That /gnatius wanted no 
Qualities neceſfary to an Enthuſiaſt ; I ſhall next en- 
quire, whether he were really guilty of Enthuſiaſm. 
This conſiſteth in pretending to divine Viſions and 
extraordinary Illuminations, after Chriſtianity is once 
fully ſetled, and all Chriſtians left to learn their Re- 
ligion by natural and ordinary means from. the Rule 
of Faith, whether Scripture or Tradition ;. in boaſting 
of infuſed Knowledg and inward Lights,in pretending 
to have received all the Articles of Faith by particular 
Inſpiration, to do all things by the private Impulſe of 
the Spirit, and a& ſolely by the Inſpiration. of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; in venting theſe pretended Revelations, 
without any reſpect to the Rules of Eccleſiaſtical Di- 
ſcipline fixed by Chriſt, much leſs of Decency ; in 
| perpetual talking of Divine Matters in an unintelligi- 

ble Jargon, and impertinent Canting, and boaſting 
of 2 mighty Familiarity with God and Chriſt. To 
which, if frequent Extafies and Raptures of mind be 
added, the Enthuſiaſt is become compleat, and his 
Diſeaſe little leſs than Madneſs. Theſe Pretences 
are not only apt to raife the Admiration, and excite 
the Veneration of the Vulgar, who ever admire what 
they cannot Penetrate ; and having crude Notions of 
Religion and Piety, are eaſily led away with Pre- 
tences of it ; but raiſe the Ambition, and augment 
- the Folly of the Enthuſiaſt himſelf, who thence form- 
eth. vaſt Ideas. of his own Merits and PerfeRion ; is 
delighted with his own Illuſion, hates to be convidt- 
ed; 
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ed ; and flatters himſelf with the thoughts of being the 
familiar Friend of God,and Favourite of Heaven. That 
Tonatins was guilty of all theſe Extravagances and Fol- 
lies in the higheſt degree, a particular Examination of 
his Actions, will abundantly demonſtrate. _ | 

Firſt, Therefore, as to the pretence of Divine Vi- 
fions and Illuminations, his whole Life after his Con-. 
verſion, if we may believe the Writers of his. Life, 
was 2 continued Series of them. His Converſion was 
at firſt produced by ſuch. imaginary Viſions. The 
Holy Virgin deſcended from Heaven , and brought 
down with her the Child Jeſus in her Arms .( one Gloria $r. 1p- 
would wonder how our Saviour ſince his Aſcenſion, 4, c. 4.1. 1. 
ſhould dwindle into a Child) to convert this maimed 
Soldier. She appeared to him all invironed with 
Light, while he was awake, (tho Boubours * implieth *r. :: 
the contrary) and continued with him ſome while. 
At this Vifton , Ignatius felt his Soul repleniſhed with 
ſuch a ſpiritual Vniion, as ever after rendred all Plea- 
fares if the Senſes inhpid to him, During this Appas- 
rition, it ſeemed to him that his heart was purified with- 
in him, . and that all Images of ſenſual Delights were 
quite razed out of his mind, Soon after he imagineth 
St. Peter to appear to him, to touch him, and cure 
his Wounds. Being recovered, he goeth to Manreze, 
where he receiveth innumerable Viſions and lllumi- 
nations; but the moſt remarkable , was an Extaſy, 
which laſted eight Days; during all which time he 19. wia; 
had no uſe of his Senſes. Some thought him Dead, 
and- would have buried him. But ſome motion of his 
Heart being at laſt perceived, diverted that Reſoluti- 
on. No Body ever knew the Secrets which were re- 
vealed to him in that long Rapture; and all the ac- 


count which he would give, was, that they were in- 
X expreilible 


Id. 1 2. 


Vitellefehs, 
: Cap. 4» 


Id. cap. 5. 
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expreſſible. Travelling thence through 7zaly, in his 
way to the Holy Land, and praying in the open 
Plain before the Gates of Yeyzce, Jeſus Chriſt appear- 
ed to him, gave him inward ſtrength, and promiſed 
him ProteQton in all his Journey- Coming to Jeru- 
ſalem, he was ſeized with a religious horror, and ima« 
gined that he ſaw Jeſus Chriſt in every place, born in 
the Manger at Bethlehem, ' teaching in the Temple, 
crucified in Mount Calvary, and triumphing on Mount 
Olivet : or as another Author. expreſſeth it, Feſus 
Chriſt appeared to him often, and enriched him with a 
thouſand Benediftions. Travelling from Mount Oliver 
to the Convent, Chriſt appeared to him in the Air, 
and accompanied him along, encouraging him with 
his preſence. Afterwards at Paris he faw clearly in a Vi- 
ſion that God had appointed to eſtabliſh a Company of 
Apoſtolick men,and found a new Order in the Church. 
A year aſter journeying from Spain through Yalextia 


Bouhours, 1.3. into 1taly, he happened on Fohy de Caſtro, a Religi- 


ous Hermit, to whom he made known his Intention 
of going into the Holy Land. . Caſtro ſpends all the 
Night tollowing in- Prayer, comes out of his Cell 
next Morning in a tranſport of joy, and tells 7gnatins 
that he was commiſſioned by Heaven to let him know, 
that his Deſign ſhould ſucceed, and turn to the good 
of all Chriſtendom ; and for a ſign that he did not 
ſpeak at random, . offered himſelf to be his Companion 
and Diſciple. Tgnatius received this Teſtimony of 
Caſtro as an Oracle of the Holy Ghoſt, but would not 
ſuffer him to accompany him. Whence Bouhours 
concludeth, that Perſons inſpired from Heaven in be- 
half of others, are not always ſo for themſelves. He 
might more reaſonably have concluded that the whole 
Inſpiration was fictitious, and a meer whimſie of the 

27 5 OM Hermutes 
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Hermites Brain, with which both Parties were not 
unwillingly deluded. - For /gzatius his Deſign did 
not ſucceed. He never went after. that to Paleſtine, 
as he intended, - and conſequently his Deſign was not 
in the leaſt beneficial to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity : 
and.then Ca/tro equally pretended a Divine Inſpiration 
for his entrance into the ſame Deſign, as for /gnatius | 
his ſacceſs in-it : fo that either Caſtro received no real 
Inſpiration, or /zxatizs reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt. But 
to proceed, /znatius travelling from Yenice to Rome, Vizeleſehs, 
he ſtept alone into a little ruinous Chappel upon the  . 
Road, following the motion of the Spirit which poſſeſ# cg 
him, to recommend his Company to God. Scarce 
had he begun his Prayer, but he was wrapt in ſpirit, 
environed with a great brightneſs, and ſaw-the Eter- 
nal Father, who preſenting him to the Son, who ſtood 
before him laden with an heavy Croſs, recommended 
him to his protetion;- who receiving him-graciouſlly, 
faid, 7 will be propitious to you at Rome. - Removing 
ſoon after to Monte Caſſino, he faw the Soul of FHozex, 
 eneof his Companions, who at that time diedat Pada, 1d. ibid. 
at the very moment of his expiring, in a glortous and 
ſhining Habit, enter into Heaven : 'and thereby- had 
the-good fortune-to equal St. Benedi#, who in that Golden Le- 
very-place ſaw the Soul of his Siſter Scholaria in form 853% _— 
of a'Dove ; and the Soul of Germanus, Biſhop of Ca-' 83. ji _ 
prua;*environed with exceeding light, aſcending into 
Heaven. But now forthe Honour of /gnatius, whereas - 
| St. Beneditt had but a tranſient view of the-aſcending 
Souls, our Saint had: the-ſame Viſion more-than once. 
For preſently after hearing Maſs; he faw Heaven open, 
and his Companion iti the middle of the Saints -(See 
the Merits of the” Society ) more. reſplendent than , ,. |. 
the reſt. However, it-muſt be remembred in m—_—_ — 
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of St. Benedif, that in his time Enthuſiaſm was but 
in its infancy, which in latter Ages was advanced to 
greater perfection. St. /gnatius (corned to draw his 
model from an imperte& Copy ; but choſe rather to 
imitate St. Francis a more Illuſtrious Viflonary. He 
aſſured his Companions, that he often enjoyed the 
Corporeal Preſence of Jefus Chriſt ; who appeared to 
him in his private Prayers nailed to the Croſs, and at 
other times under the form of a Cherub having ſix 
wings, bearing a Crucifix in his Breaſt, and fluttering 
before him for a long while in the Air. Not only 
were Divine Viſions of this nature frequently by Hea- 
ven granted to them, but alſo liberally communicated 
to others, whenſoever their Intereſt or Advantage 
required it. Thus Ignatius coming to Barcelona to 
take Ship for the Holy Land,” a: certain Lady, called 
Tſabella Roſella, faw him at Church, and heard a 
Voice within her, crying, Call him, Call him. Here- 
upon ſhe invites him to her Houſe, and deſires him 
to lodge there. But he declared that he was called 
by Heaven to another place, and fo denied her Re- 
queſt. Certainly one of theſe Calls muſt have been 
an Illuſion. For if the Lady was indeed commanded 
by God to invite him, he ought to have accepted the 
Invitation ; if he was ſent by God to another Place, 
ſhe ought not to have diverted him. But not- to be. 
too critical upon the Actions of the Saints, ſincegt is 
the peculiar privilege of the Church of Rome that no 
Contradiions can prejudice the truth of its Aſſer- 
tions. From Barcelona Ignatius travelled to Yenice , 
whereentring late, he takes up his Lodging upon the 
ſtones in the Piazza. Heaven thought this too mean 
a Lodging for fo great a Saint; and therefore Marco 
Antonio Treviſani, a Senator, was immediately _ 
man 
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manded by a Voice in a Viſion to riſe and invite him 1. ibid. 
- into his Houſe. When Rodriguez, one of his chief 

. Diſciples, was tempted by the Devil to: leave /gna- 
tius, and become an Hermite, God, to prevent fo 
gfeat a loſs, ſent an Angel from Heaven, who taking 
a Gigantick Body, and putting on a terrible Aſpect, 
niet him going out of Town, with a naked Sword in 
his hand , and: brandiſhing his Sword againſt him, 
forced hint to return with all ſpeed ;-altho the Coun- 
trey People, who admired the precipitate, and as.they 
imagined, cauſeleſs flight of Rodriguez, could ſee nei- Boubours, 1.2. 
ther Sword nor Giant, To produce but one Inſtance Yicele/ebs, 
more : ARecluſe near Yicenza fligtiting 7gzatins, and ©: 13: 
eſteeming him a Madman, God to vindicate the ho- 
nour of the Saint, appeared to him, and told him, 

or as Bouhours hath it, he underſtood by a Light 
trom above) that yratius was a Veflel of Eletion, 
falled with the Spirit of God. In Ike manner a Prieſt 
of 4ſi/frm, who deſpiſed Saint Francis, was aſſured by Bonavere. 
a Divine Viſion, that he was ſome great and venerable cap. 3. 
Perſon. Hitherto their Viſions are pretty equal : but 
St. Francis had one adventure, winch gnatius could 
never equal. Being proftrated one day before a Cruci- 1d. cap. 2, 
fix, the received exceeding conſolation of ſpirit in pray- 
ing ; and with his bodily Pars thrice heard a Yoice pro- 
ceeding from the Croſs, ſaying, Francis, go and repair 
my ruined Houſe. This was wonderful indeed ! but 
Honatins never attained'to this perfeion. For as the 
Devils and Oracles vaniſhed and diſappeared at the 
coming of Chriſt ; ſo the Romiſh images ceaſed to ſpeak 
at the Of appearance of the Reformation. The laſt, 
which we can hear of, is that of Berz in Switzerland, . 
which performed the Miracle few years before the 
Reformation. 

I Theſe 


Boubours, 1. 2. 
Vieelleſchs, 
cap. 4: 
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of St. Benedif, that in his time Enthuſiaſm was but 
in its infancy, which in latter Ages was advanced to 
greater perfection. St. /gxatizs ſcorned to draw his 
model from an imperfe& Copy ; but choſe rather to 
imitate St. Francis a more llluſtrious Viſonary. He 
aſſured his Companions, that he often enjoyed the 
Corporeal Preſence of Jefus Chriſt ; who appeared to 
him in his private Prayers nailed to the Croſs, and at 
other times under the form of a Cherub having ſix 
wings, bearing a Crucifix in his Breaſt, and fluttering 
before him for a long while in the Air. Not only 
were Divine Viſions of this nature frequently by Hea- 
ven granted to them, but alſo liberally communicated 
to others, whenſoever their Intereſt or Advantage 
required it. Thus /gnatius coming to Barcelona to 
take Ship for the Holy Land, a: certain Lady, called 
Tſabella Roſella, faw him at Church, and heard a 
Voice within her, crying, Call him, Call him. Here- 
upon ſhe invites him to her Houſe, and deſires him 
to lodge there. But he declared that he was called 
by Heaven to another place, and fo denied her Re- 
queſt. Certainly one of theſe Calls muſt have been 
an Illuſion. For if the Lady was indeed commanded 
by God to invite him, he ought to have accepted the 
Invitation ; if he was ſent by God to another Place, 
ſhe ought not to have diverted him. But not to be. 
too critical upon the Actions of the Saints, ſincegt is 
the peculiar privilege of the Church of Rome that no 
Contradictions can prejudice the truth of its Aſſer- 
tions. From Barcelona 1gnatius travelled to Yenice , 
whereentring late, he takes up his Lodging upon the 
ſtones in the Piazza. Heaven ht this too mean 
a Lodging for fo great a Saint ; and therefore Marco 
Antonio Treviſani, a Senator, was immediately _ 
man 
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manded by a Voice in a Viſion to riſe and invite him 1. ibid, 
- into his Houſe. When Rodriguez, one of his chicf 

- Diſciples, was tempted by the Devil to leave /gna- 

tus, and become an Hermite, God, to prevent fo 

gteat a loſs, ſent an Angel from Heaven, who taking 

a Gigantick Body, and putting on a terrible Aſpect, 

niet him going out of Town, with a naked Sword in 

his hand, and: brandiſhing his Sword againſt him , 
forced hint to return with all ſpeed ;- altho the Coun- 

trey People, who admired the precipitate, and as.they 
imagined, cauſeleſs flight of Rodriguez, could fee nei- Boubours, 1. 3. 
ther Sword nor Giant. To produce but one Inſtance Yiei/ebs, 
more : A Recluſe niear Vicenza flighting 7gzatins, and ©P: 13: 
eſteeming him a Madman, God to vindicate the ho- 

nour of the Saint, appeared to him, and told him, 

or as Bouhours hath it, he underſtood: by a Light 

from above) that /pnativs was a Veflel of Elton, 

fled with the Spirrt of God. In hke manner a Prieſt 
of 4ſi/rwm, who deſpiſed Saint Francis, was aſſured by Bonavere. 
a Divine Viſion, that he was ſome great and venerable cap. 3. 
Perſon. Hitherto their Viſions are pretty equal : but 
St. Francis had one adventure, which gnatius could 
never equal. Beg proftrated one day before a Cruci- 1d. cap. 2, 
fx, he received exceeding confolation of ſpirit in pray- 

ing ; and with his bodily Ears thrice heard a Poice pro- 
ceeding from the Croſs, ſaying, Francis, go and repair 
my ruined Houſe. This was wonderful indeed ! but 
Hnatins never attained to this perfeion. For as the 
Devils and Oracles vaniſhed and diſappeared at the 
coming of Chriſt ; ſo the Romiſh images ceaſed to ſpeak 
at the firſt appearance of the Reformation. The laſt, 
which we can hear of, is that of Bern in Switzerlaxd, 
which performed the Miracle few years before the 
Reformation. 

I Theſe 


The Enthuſiaſm of _ 
Theſe Viſions and Apparitions are fo plainly owing 


to the whimſies of a diſturbed Imagination, that no 


art can palliate the Deluſion. The Ideas which theſe 
Enthuſiaſts conceived of God, Chriſt, and Angels, 
were ſo groſs and corporeal, and by long habit atten- 
ded with ſuch violent motions of the Spirit, that eve- 
ry cloud in their Brain was miſtaken for that Object, 
whoſe Idea did then accompany it. This is evident 
in the caſe of /z»atius, who in Mount Caſino remem- 
bring the famous Viſion of St. Bezedif in that place, 
and-then hearing the death of Z7ozez, imagined he ſaw 


a Viſion of the like nature; and.in viſiting the holy 


Places in Paleſtine always fancied to ſee Chriſt before 
his eyes in that habit, which the remembrance of the 


| Place ſuggeſted to his Imagination, born in the Grotto. 


at Bethlehem, crucified in Mount Calvary, and afcen- 
ding in Mount O/zver. This was ſolely to be aſcribed 
to the deluſion of a violent and ſtrong Imagination, 
wherewith all the precedent Actions and Arguments. 


' demonſtrate /gnatius to have been endued. To which 


Beubours, 1.2. 


may be added this following Circumſtance. When 
Ignatius firſt ſet himſelf to. learn Grammar at Barce- 


Zona, he found his Spirits by long habit fo ſtongly en- 


clined. to theſe Enthuſiaſtick Imaginations, that he 
could not divert them any other way. Whence in- 
ſtead of conjugating the Verb Amo, he did nothing 
but form Acts of Love. 7 love thee my God (aid hey 
thou loveſt me: he could think of nothing elſe for 
many months. - -However, if this Illufien had ſtopr 
in his own Breaſt, it had been no great loſs; but 
when it impoſeth upon multitudes of credulous Be- 
levers, and draws them :into pernicious miſtakes ; 
when after a juridical Inquiry the reality of ſuch Ap- 
paritions 1s allowed and atteſted by the publick ſuf- 


frage 
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frage of a large Chriſtian Church in the Canonization * 
of the Viſionary, we cannot but deplore the Credu- 
lity of Mankind, and Corruption of that Church. If 
the truth'of all Chriſtian Religion depended upon the " 
atteſtation of fuch a Church, as is pretended, well C 
might all ſober Heathens fuſpe& the Miracles of Jeſus 
Chriſt, or even deny the exiſtence of ſuch a God, 
who chooſeth the greateſt Fools for his higheſt Fa- 
vourites, and obſequiouſly attendeth the Motions of 
every petty Viſionary. More rationally did Philo- 
ftratus proceed in writing the Legend of ApoZonius 
Tyaneus; to whom he aſcribes no more than two Vi- De vita Apol. 
ſions, and both of them undertaken for the improve- | 4 © 3: 1-8: 
ment of Knowledge; the firſt an Apparition of Achil- © 7 
less Ghoſt to him for the reſolution of divers Critical 
Queſtions; the other of himſelf after death to a com- 
pany of Friends, to aſſure them of the Immortality of 
the Soul. | | 
If the external Viſions of /gnatzus were rare and 
wonderful, the internal Illuminations of his Under- 

anding were more extraordinary. From theſe he 
pretended*to have received a more-perfe&t knowledge 
of th&NMyſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, than could 
have been drawn from the ordinary Rule of Faith; to 
have learned all the Secrets of the Trinity, and ſeen 
the very Eſſence of God. The pretence of this Infu- 
ſed Knowledge is the chief and moſt eſſential Cha- 
racer of Enthuſiaſm ; others may be properties or 
effects of it, but this conſtitutes the very nature of it, Philoſtrarus, 
Thus Apollonius pretended to know all things by Di- BY eat 
vine Inſpiration, to act by a particular Illumination, ' i 
to know the ſtate and adventures of his own Soul be- 
fore it was united to his Body, (according to his po- 
tion of Tranſmigration ) and to difcern the” Souls' of 

I 2 Ancient 
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L.z c.1g. Ancient Heroes impriſoned in the Bodies of Beaſts. By 

eepalec, this Divine Illumination he knew Domitian had laid 

3:94 1.7.c4. ſnares for him; and if we may believe Hzerocles +, 

+ Apud Euſ#b. performed all his Miracles, not by Enchantments or 

os _ Spells, as was commonly believed, but by an hidden 

and preternatural knowledge of Divine Matters. Saint 

Francis underſtood many lecret things by the Spirit ; 

knew all the Myſteries of Scripture, not by the help 

Bonevent. in of Learning, but by Divine Revelatian : unfolded 

6 08 6.11: many things to his Diſciples by the affiſtance of Di- 

FY vine Viſions, which tranſcended Humane Capacity : 

preached always Sermons to the People not compoled 

Cap. 12. by his own Induſtry, but ex tempore, ſuggeſted by the 

- Spirit ; and leſt you ſhould ſuſpect theſe Diſcourſes to 

have been highly impertinent, Boxaventare aflures 

Cap. 3. you, they were not empty or ridiculous, but full of the 

vertue of the Spirit , piercing the very marrow of the 

Heart, and raviſhing all his Hearers with mighty admis+ 

ration... But .to raiſe. your Opinion , yet . ſomewhat 

Higher of the grain Mmnations uk wh Sing, 

hriſt corporally appearing to him, revealed to hinky 

| many things, which it was unlawful for him, whilS 

Cap. 13. he lived, to publiſh: and zbe great.,uxd wonderful My- 

fery of the Croſi, wherein all the gifts of Graces. aud treas 

In fine. fares of Wiſdom lay hid, concealed from the. Wiſe aud 
Learned Men of the World, were. at once ia Aqgaras 

zo St. Francis. -Yet all this is inconſiderable, when 

Boubours, 1. 4. compared to the:infuſed Knowledge of x par John 

©. +/+ 1 de Fila, a famous Spaziſh Doftar,. declared that he 

- - knew no. man: more, interiour, nox filled with more 

ſupernatural Wiſdom than /pratius : and Oviedo, one 

of his Diſciples, out of a long experience of him, gave 

Nd, ibid. his Opinion, when /gnatius-defired to be.caſcd of the 

Office of General, that he.opght-not: to be oppoſed; 


{fince 
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ſince being a Saint 'he had Lights which ordinary 

Chriſtians had not. Soon after his Converſion, at 

Manreze he began to receive Viſions and Illumina- 

tions : (a) He was hitherto meauly: inftrufted_ in the (a; 1d. 1. 1. 

Myſteries of the Faith ; bat now he is elevated in the 

Spirit, and hath all, particalarly the Trinity, ſo clearly 

repreſented and revealed to him by an internal Light, 

that he can ſpeak of nothing Mt the Trinity, and that 

with ſo much unition and light in ſuch proper and ſublime 

Expreſſions , that the moſt Learned admired him, and 

the moſt Ignorant were inſtrutled by him.  (b) The Tl- (b) viteleſehs, 

Iuſtrations which were communicated to him upon this cap. 16. 

Subjef, cannot be expreſſed ; how often our Lady, and 

the three Perſons of the Holy Trinity appeared to him, 

and taught him what was their will touching this Article ; 

how many internal Conſolations he recerved, and how great | 

Secrets were revealed to him. In one of his Viſions he 

ſaw the Bleſſed Frinity , as plainly as we do one ano- Orlandinus, 

ther, under a corporeal repreſentation. The very notions ©" *: 27: 

of his Inſtitute were obtained by fllumination, and all Baubours, 1. 3. 

the rules of his Order: compoſed by the affiſtance of 

an internal Light. Immediately after his Converſion 

in.time of Maſs, at the elevation; he had an intuitive 

knowledge that the Body and Blood of Chriſt were 14. 1. :. 

truly. contained under the Elements, and in what 

manacr they: were there : nay, Ze ſaw with his bo- Viteleſehi, c.3. 

dily Eyes Feſus' Chriſt and his Bleſſed Mother, which 

kiudied. iv bis: Sod new deftres: of following the Croſs. 

(0) re day be had a profound knowledge of all the My- (c) Boubours, 

feries of Religion tagether'; and at another time _ & 0. 

ing before tbe Croſs, all which he bad formerly learnt 

were ſet before his eyes in ſo full alight, that the werities 

of Faith ſeemed to bim-to have: nothing obſcure in them ; 

aud be remained;-/o enlighined and corvinted of them, _ 
| 7 
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he hath been heard to ſay, that had they never been re- 
corded in Scripture, he ſhould ſtill have believed them ; 
and that bad the Scriptures been loſt, no part of his 

Gloria S. Ip- Faith had been diminiſhed.” But none raiſeth the Me- 
natis Rotho- rits of 1gnatins in this reſpect ſo high, as the Anony- 
* 163%  mous Author of his Glory, who relateth his Divine 
Illuminations in theſe words. Before he had yet learned 

any thing, he was ſo fully inſtrufted in a ſublime manner 

by an-intellefual Vifton of the unity of the Eſſence and 

Cap. 4 Perfons of the Trinity ; that being but an Idiot, he was 
enabled to write a Book concerning. the Trinity in the 
beginning of his Converſion. His mind was frequently 
illuminated -with Vifions of Diviete Perſons , ſometimes 

altogether, ſometimes every one ir nw; ana of the 

Cap. 3. Divine Eſſence it ſelf. The whole defign of his Order 
was by him aſcribed to this divine and ad illuſtra- 

tion of mind. Wherefore he might juſtly aſſume thoſe 

words of St. Paul, ,For 7 neither received it of man, nor 

was 1 taught it but by. the revelation of: Jeſus Chriſt. 

For in the very firſt year of his Converſion, when he 

thought leaſt of it, a Divine Light aroſe in his mind, ſo 

great, and ſo wonderful, that he clearly percerved many 

things without any Maſter in a moment of time, not ouly 
concerningi\matters of Faith, but alſo other things, even 

. the moſt ſubtil Queſtions and Determinations of Philo- 

Sophers ; and manifeſtly perceived, as in a moſt britht 

Glaſs, thoſe things which men arc ſcarce able ordinarily 

to underſtand after long and accurate reading, many la- 
bours,..and great ſtudy. This is even a degree above 

| the Infallibiliry of Pope or-Councils ; for they never 
pretended to be infallible, 'or to receive Divine Inſpi- 

ration in the determination -of Philoſophical Que- 

* ſtions. ' Certainly..the World would: have been infi- 

Sitely obliged .to the. Mernory. of :/guatius, if he had 

Rn | publiſhed 
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publiſhed a Syſtem of his Revealed Philoſophy. But 
the cunning Saint would not truſt his Revelations to 
the examination of the Yirtuoft.  * 

But to repreſent more evidently the Enthuſiaſtick 
Spirit of /gnatius, his pretence of Infuſed Knowledge, 
and perpetual enjoyment of Divine Illuminations; T 
will preſent the Reader with an account of his 'Tranſ- - 
actions for ſome-few days only, written by his own 
hand ; which the Writers of his Life pretend to have 
been preſerved by a particular Miracle and extraordi- 
nary Providence, when all his other Papers, relating 
to the ſame Subject, were by.him- committed to the 
Flames. If the whole Journal of! his: Life had been 
preſerved, it had mightily conduced to the glory of 
Hgnatius ; ſince none could then have denied him to 
have ſurpaſſed infinitely all the Enthuſiaſtick Follies 
of the other Romiſh Saints, or Engliſh Viſionaries. 
However, it appears- from this Fragment, that he 
was no puny in' this Art ;'but.only was. either more 
' cunning, or leſs charitable than the-reſt, in not bleſ- : 
ſing the World with the publication of hisRevelations. 
Let us: hear him then ſpeaking in his own words. 

-;\* The: tears of-this day feemed to me very: different pBuſrzres, 
© from. thoſe: of other days; they poured down more lib. 3. cap. 2... 
* gently, they were leſs violent and impetugus ; they 
_ © were in a manner internal,and carried a certain ſweet 
© languor-along with them, which.I cannot expreſs. 
* Fheard Speeches within and-without me, which all 
* excited'me to the loye of Godby an internal-ſound, 
« with a concert and harmony ſo touching, wherewith 
© God ſpoke to: me, that, I want words to expreſs it. 
* The next day. I was overwhelmed with-my tears, du- 
«. ring: Maſs, as on other days, and ever after Maſs ;. 
« and all the while I heard with great joy this internal 
FFF OO * Diſcourſe. 
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* Diſcourſe. It ſeemed to me, as it was pronounced, 
* that it was the Muſick of Heaven, which [ then heard. ' 
* With theſe tears I perceived my devotion and love 
* towards God to increaſe; as knowing that Tunder- 
* ſtood what was revealed to me by an extraordinary 
* and divine manner. The day after I had yet a great 
* abundance of tears, as alfo of internal Difcourſes ex- 
* traordinary and wonderful. Praying to the Holy 
* Virgin, and defiring her to intercede for me to the 
* Son, and to the Eternal Father ; and addrefling my 
* ſelf to the Son, I unplored the interceffion of himſelf, 
* and his Mother, to obtain for me the afliftance of his 
* Divine Father. In dowmg this, *I' perceived that my 
* bairs ſtood: aright, that I was elevated before the Fa- 
* ther, and that an extraordinary heat was diſperſed 
through my whole Body : after which my tears be- 
gan anew, together with a very ardent devotion. I 
begatt my Prayer with great-abundance of tears, with 
a very ſenſible devotion, and among lofty perceptions 
* of the Holy Trinity. Amidſt theſe ſo fubhme Ideas, 
* ſo often reiterated, fo ſweet and ſo touching, I faw 
© very well, that I had" no memory which could re- 
© preſent them to:me, nor underſtanding which nhight 
© furniſh to me words wherewith- to expreſs them: I 
* had fo tan abundance of perceptions, illaming- 
© tions and ſpiritual ſentiments,. wich ſo: many tears, 
* that I-could not ſpeak, could do nothing elſe but 
* name God-and my Saviour': and- it ſeented to:me, 
* that as oftenas Inamedithem;Ffound my ſelf pierced 
* to the very bottom of my Soul with a plenary ſub- - 
* miſſion, and a profound reſpect, anda deſire of obedi- 
* ence, which is impoſſible to be expreſſed. After prayer I 
* felt yet extraordinary motions,cears and palpitations, 
 * burning all over with thelove of God, and ſaying to 
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© him, that I deſired rather to die with him, than live 
 *with any other. While I prepared my ſelf for the 
* Altar, meditating on Jeſus Chriſt, I found my ſelf 
* moved by impulſe to follow him. It ſeemed to me 
© internally, that to accept an extreme poverty, the 
© greateſt motive which I could have, was to conſider 
©* my Saviour as the Chiet of the Society. Remembring 
* then that the Father had formerly remitted me, and 
* as it were, delivered me to the Son, I renewed my 
* Deſign to imprint more than ever in my heart the 
* Name of Jeſus. After I had well fixed my Reſolution, 
« tears and palpitations returned as before. Speaking 
*to the Divine Majeſty, I was ſurpriſed with a torrent 
* of tears 3 and was elevated to ſo flaming a love of 
* God, that it ſeemed to me I was extraordinarily uni- 
*ted with his love. I do not remember ever to have 
* received any Illumination ſo excellent, ſo luminous, 
© fo ſweet, and in ſo admirable a manner. Being 
* afterwards in the Chappel, my tears began anew, 
*and my Devotion renewed, being wholly terminated 
© upon the moſt Holy Trinity. Being at the Altar , 
*and habited to ſay Maſs, my tears, palpitations and 
* molt ardent love were redoubled, thinking of no- 
* thing elſe but the adorable Trinity. Afterwards I 
* faid Maſs with ſo tender a ſentiment of devotion, 
*and among ſuch abundant tears, that the continua- 
 ©tjon of them, together with a great pain, which they 
© cauſed in one of my eyes, made me fear the loſs of 
© it, if they ceaſed not. At thoſe words, Placeat tibi 
* Sanfta Trinitas, | was ſurprized with an emotion of 
* exceſlive love, and a great inundation of tears. This 
* Humination and all others were terminated in the 
© moſt Holy Trinity , which led me to it ſelf, and 
* drew. me to its love. After Maſs, having put off 
K * my 
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* my Habits, and praying near the Altar, I began a- 
© new to ſob and renew my weeping, all inflamed with 
© the love of the Trinity ; and the ſweetneſs of this 
© love was fo great, that I could neither divert my 
© ſelf from it, nor riſe from that place. The reſt of 
* the day, either in the Houſe, or in the Streets, at 
© the remembrance of the Adorable Trinity, theſe vio- 
© tent emotions of love were renewed, with.a great in- 
« clination of melting into tears. Diſpoſing my ſelf to 
© fay Maſs, and ſpeaking to the Holy Ghoſt with the 
* fame-tears, and in the ſame devotion, it ſeemed to 
* me that I faw him in a ſingular brightneſs, in the 
* colour of a flame of Fire, in an extraordinary 
*manner, and that he ſpoke th me. While the 
© Altar was prepared, and while I put 6n the Ha- 
* bits, and while T1 celebrated Maſs ; I had great 
©interior Commotions, ſtrong Tears, and vehement 
© Palpitations, which often hindred my Speech. Af- 
© terwards I had a powerful Commotion, and I faw the 
© Holy Virgin near the Eternal Father, who ſeemed to 
* me mightily diſpoſed to affiſt me. Inſomuch, as in 
© the Prayers addreſſed to the Father, and at the Con- 
© ſecration, if ſeemed to me that I comprehended, and 
© faw evidently, that the Mother of God hath a very 
* great ſhare in the diſtribution of Grace ; and that ſhe 
© 15 the gate whereby to arrive at Glory. I ſaw more- 
© over at the Conſecration,that her Fleſh was contained ' 
©in the Fleſh of her Son, which I faw with ſo clear a 
© perception, and ſo tender a ſentiment, that it is not 
© poſſible to expreſs it. | In the ordinary Prayer, from 
* the beginning to the end, I had a very great deyo- 
* tion, and all full of light. Without doors, 'in the 
* Church, and in ſaying Maſs, I faw the Heavenly 
* Countrey in' its Sovereign Monarch, as it = by 
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* knowledge of the three Divine Perſons, ſeeing the 
© Second and Third Perſons in the Father. En- 
« tring into the Chappel to pray, I received an illumi- 
*nation and ſupernatural affiſtance ; by the help of 
* which I knew, or to ſpeak more properly, I ſaw the 
* moſt Holy Trinity, and Jefus Chriſt, who ſerved me 
* in quality of a Mediator, and diſpoſed me to this In- 
< tellectual Viſion. In this Sentiment, and in this Vi- 
« fjon I was overwhelmed with a torrent of tears, and 
© filled with an extraordinary love. Saying Maſs with 
© the ſame tears, and in the fame devotion, I had on 
* the ſudden the ſame Viſion of the Holy Trinity, my 
love for the Divine Majeſty continually increaſing, 
© In beginning the 7e ig/tur, I knew and ſaw, not ob- 
« ſcurely, but with a vey clear light, the Divine Ex- 
© iſtence or Eſſence, as the Sun, but much more lumi- 
© nous than that Sun which we ſee; and it ſeemed to 
* me that the Father proceeded from this Divine Ef- 
© ſence, yet ſo, that the Eſſence appeared to me with 
© the Father. And in this repreſentation of the Di- 
* vine Exiſtence, without any diſtindion of Perſons, 
< [ felt a very ardent devotion for the thing repreſen- 
© ted, With great emotions, great effuſion of tears, 
*and a great love towards the Holy Trinity. After 
* which having finiſhed Maſs, and praying before the 
© Altar, I ſaw a-new the ſame Eſſence in the fimili- 
© tude of a Globe ; and I faw in ſome manner the 
© three Perſons, to wit, the Father on one fide, on 
© the other the Son, and on the third fide the Holy 
* Ghoſt, which took their original from the Eſſence, 
* without being yet divided from the Globe which I 
*faw. And in this Viſion I had new emotions, and 


© new tears. 
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He proceeds to relate other Viſions and Repreſen- 
tations of the Trinity, his clear perception of its Eſ- 
ſence ; and being ſwallowed up in the love of it, his 
union with the Divine Majeſty, and freſh Viſions of 
the Trinity, ſometimes with, and fometimes without 
any diſtin&tion of Perſons ; his wonderful Illuminations 
which gave him in a moment greater knowledge of 
Divine Matters than could have been obtained by the 
ſtudy of many years ; his elevated and innumerable 
perceptions in Spirit, and thoſe ſo clear, that there 
remained nothing further to be comprehended in the 
Holy Trinity : his flaming love towards the Perſon of 
the Father, becauſe in him the other Perſons were eſ- 
pecially contained : his frequent ſight of Jeſus, whi- 
therſoever he turned himſelf, accompanied with abun+ 
dant tears, inexpreſſible ſweetneſs, and ſtrong inter- 
' nal motions. In ſhort, it appears from this extrava- 
gant Account of his Viſions and Illuminations; that no 
Enthuſiaſt in any Age hath exceeded him either in 
the number or extravagancy of his Imaginary Viſions. 
That they were deed imaginary, and no other than 
the effects of a diſturbed Brain, I need not inſiſt to 
prove, fince the very nature and conſtitution of Chri- 
ſtianity requires it ; which would be diſfolved, if after 
a determinate Rule of Faith were ſetled, extraordinary 
Revelations in matters of Faith ſhould be admitted, or 
Religion were to be learned not from that Rule, but 
from private Inſpiration. Beſides the abſurdity and 
umpertinence of theſe Pretended Revelations of /gna- 
tius , the crude and indigeſted Notions contained in 
them, demonſtrate them to have proceeded from a 
Principle of Diſorder , not- the Divine Omniſcience. 
But fince the Writers of his Life contend theſe Inſpi- 
rations to have been real and Divine, and the _—_ | 
O 


the Church of Rome. 


of Rome in the proceſs of his Canonization alledgeth 
them as the grand argument of his Sanctity : I will op- 
poſe one reaſon to the truth of them. If indeed 7gnatins 
received a perfe&t knowledge of the Chriſtian Religon 
by extraordinary Illumination); if in theſe inward Inſpi- 


rations he obtained diſtin Notions of all Matters of Vid. ſupra. 


Faith, and was enabled to publiſh his Inſpirations in . 
ſuch proper and ſublime Expreſſions, that the moſt 
Learned admired him, and the moſt Ignorant were 
inſtructed by him, as is pretended ; how came it to 
paſs that for many years after, he was ſtill eſteemed a 
Fool and an Ideot? that in learning of any Science 
whatſoever, he was ſo inſuperably dull and ſtupid, 


that after ſome years ſtudy, upon a particular exami- Boubours, 1. 2: 


nation by the Inquiſitors of A/cala, and Archbiſhop of 
Toledo, he was adjudged not to have been ſufficiently 
inſtructed in Matters of Religion, and therefore orde- 
red by them to continue his ſtudies of Divinity ſome 
years longer ; but above all, how can it be imagined 
that after ſo many, and ſo clear Illuminations, any 
Learning ſhould be neceſlary to him 2 yet after all 


Bouhours (a) tells us, that being conſcious to himſelf (a) tibia. 


of his Ignorance, and convinced that Learning was 
neceſfary to his intended purpoſe of Converſion, he 
applied himſelf to ſtudy. 

But to proceed, when once the belief of Divine Il- 
luminations is received by the deluded Enthuſiaſt, and 
he imagines himſelf to be frequently inſpired by God, 
it is natural for him to reſign himſelf wholly to the 
- ſuppoſed conduct of that inward Light, and act ſolely 

' in obedience to it. Thus he miſtaketh every whimſie 
of his Fancy for the Dictate of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
every motion of his Brain for the Impulſe of the Spi- 
rit. Then.he believeth himſelf infallible, and pretends. 
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to a always by Divine Inſpiration. This indeed is an 
high degree of Fanaticiſm, but which above all is apt : 
to draw the admiration, and delude the Judgment of 
the common People, who being not willing to un- 
dertake the labour neceſlary for diſcovery of truth, 
greedily embrace every pretence of infallibility, which 
may eaſe them of a laborious ſearch, and in appearance 
(a) Vid. 1.1. ſecure them from all error. Philoſtratus (a) aſcribes 
£5 15-619, the Actions of ApoPonius, and Bonaventure (b), of 
(b) In Vir. ejus St. Francis, to Divine Impulſe. The latter founded his 
paſſim. « Order by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, was in- 
cited by Divine Viſions to write the Rules of it ; to- 
which end retiring to a Mountain by the guidance of 
Cap. 4. the Spirit, he compoled it mot by his own induſtry and 
invention, but writ down every thing, as it was divinely 
revealed to him, according as the Holy Ghoſt ſuggeſted 
to him in prayer, as if he had taken the very —_ rom 
F the mouth of God, He never prayed but by the Impulſe 
Cap. to. of the Spirit; and whenſoever that Impulſe came, he 
forthwith kneeled down, whether in the Road, in the 
Street, or in the Dirt. But all this is inconſiderable to 
the Merits of /gnatius. In him, if we may believe Buſ- 
(c) L. 2. c. 14. fferes (c), Reaſon never commanded, but by the motives 
(d) Gtvria of Grace, and the diftates of the Spirit. (d) Inall afts 
S. Ine. C9 of Religion he was rather paſſive than aftive. Particu- 
(e) Bouboure, larly (e) his manner of prayer conſiſted in paſſoely re- 
_" un ceiving the Impreſſions of the Divine Spirit ; and he told 
Laynez, that God atted in him much more than he afted 
(f) 1d. 1.2. himſelf. When he went to Paris to re-commence his 
Studies, he ated in obedience to a frong nſpiration ; 
14. ibid. and when he waited on the Principal of his College, 
(6) Pouſſe de there to deprecate his puniſhment of being whipt pub- 
hang "By A lickly, he followed the inward Light which direfed him. 
res, 1.1. His very playing (+) at Billiards muſt be aſcribed » 
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the Impulſe of the Divine Spirit : and that the Rules 

of his Order, as well as thoſe of St. Francis, might ob- 

tain a Divine Original, (i) Zeing about to write them, #) Boubourr, 
he'confulted God with the fimplicity of an Infant, as if he ' © 

had nothing to do but to write down that which God ſhould 

diftate to him. When he had written it, he laid it on 

the Altar after he hid ſaid Maſs, defiring that God 

would corred it himſelf, and miraculouſly blot out all” 

which ſhould not be Orthodox. After many Prayers the 

interior Anſwers which the Holy Ghoſt made to him, 

gave him at leaſt an intire aſſurance and perfef quiet in 

his Underſtanding concerning the Reſolution he had made. 

Not only were the Conſtitutions of each Order di- 

vinely inſpired , but the Pope and whole Conclave 

muſt be compelled hy particular impulſe to confirm 

them. Drmocent 1. tefuſed to approve St. Francis's Bonavene. 
deſigned Order, till he was overruled by a Divine Vi- ®P- 3: 
ſion. When Zpnatins firft preſented the project of his 

Inſtitute to the Pope, Pau/ III. he gave it to the'Car- 

dinals to be examined. Moſt oppoſed it, and Cardi- zoubours, 1. 3. 
nal Gaidiccione, the chief Commiſſioner, writ againſt 

it. To remove theſe Obſtacles, (a the Pope was (a) 14. ibid. 
powerfally incited by an invard Impulſe : (b) the Holy (b) Viteltſchi, 
Ghoſt changed the heart of the Cardinals ; and Guidic- cap: 15- 
cione being at the laſt on the ſudden changed, he knew not 

why, (c) was forced to ſay, I cannot indeed approve new (c) Ribadenei- 
Religious Orders, yet this I dare not diſapprove. For I 74, cap. 9. 
find my ſelf ſo diſpoſed in mind, that whither my Reaſon 

doth not lead me, thither the Divine Will inclines me ; 

and t am driven thither by Inclination, whither before I 

could not be brought by Arguments. Indeed no memo- . 
rable Action of /gnatins was performed without a 
particular Impulſe ; and as if he had derived an eter- 


nal contagion of Fanaticiſm upon St. Peter's Chair, 
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Boubourz, 1. 6. many years after his death Paul V. found within bim- 

ſelf a ſtrong impulſe to have him honoured as a Saint 

among all the Faithful. Laſtly, to advance the Merits 

of Ignatius beyond all poſſibility of compariſon, or 

even comprehenſion, contrary. Impulſes of the Holy 

Ghoſt acted in him and his Diſciples at the fame time. 

Some Ladies of Alcala, his Diſciples, had reſolved to 

profeſs Evangelical Poverty, and goin Pilgrimage to 

Id. 1.2. Guadalupe. Ignatius earneſtly diſſuaded it, and draw- 

ing Arguments from Truths divinely revealed to him, 

laid betore them the folly of their Undertaking ; yet 

the Ladies purſued their Deſign; and no wonder, 

(ce) Meaffrivs, for (e) they were moved to it by the impulſe of the 
1. 1, c. 17. Spirit. , 

| This Enthuſiaſtick Pretence of Divine Impulſe pro- 

| ceeded ſo far in the College of Jeſuits at Conmbria, 

Boubours, 1. 5. while Ignatius was yet alive, that every one took upon 

himſelf to be his own Direftor in matters of Piety and 

Mortification, only conſulting his own Spirit, and follow- 

ing the heat of his Devotion. Tgnatius, who never ap- 

proved in others the fame methods of Perfection 

which he embraced himſelf, and could endure no 

Competitors of Divine Inſpiration, writ an. Epiſtle of 

Obedience to them, wherein he layeth down three 

Rules of Perfe&tion. The firſt and loweſt conſiſts in 

doing what we are commanded. The ſecond in not 

only executing the Orders of our Superior, but alſo 

conforming our Will to his. The third, to believe 

that what he orders us is beſt, and moſt reaſonable, 

and upon this ground alone, becauſe the Superior doth 

judge it ſo to be. However, this Advice of /gnatius 

may ſeem to check the Fanaticiſm of his Followers, 

yet 1t infinitely tendeth ro promote his own. For 

if the Commands of the Superior muſt be judged beſt 

| and 
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and moſt reaſonable for this Reaſon alone, becauſe the 
Superior judgeth them ſo to be ; it muſt neceſfarily 
be ſuppoſed that the Superior in giving all his Com- 
mi is aRed by a Divine [nſpiration, which renders 
him infallible, This not only created in-others the 
belief of a Divine Impulſe perpetually acting in him, 
but conduced to feed his Ambition, and augment his 
Glory. And indeed the whole deſign-of his Order, 
and practice of his Life, tended to produce in others a 
belief of his own Infallibility, and thereby create to 
himſelf a little leſs than Divine Authority. Summon» poubonrs,1. 3. 
ing all his Companions to Rome in the Year r538. to 
treat with them about the conſtitution of his intended 
Order, he perſwaded them beſides their Vow of :Po- 
verty and Chaſtity, which they had before made at 
Paris, to add a third of Obedience ; and reſolve to this 
end to eleft a ſuperior General, whom they muſt all obey 
as God himſelf. He knew very well, that the Ele@ion 
would moſt A—_— fall upon him; and accordingly 
after he was choſen, his Companions made their 
vows of Poverty, Chaſtity, and Obedience ; to which 
they added a fourth Vow of a Blind-obedience to the 
Pope, with this difference, that /gvatius the General 14. ibia. 
made his promiſe immediately to the Vicar of Jefus | 
Chriſt, and the reſt made theirs to him as to their Ge- 
neral and Chief. Afterwards ſending twelve Diſciples 
into Szcily, he required them to ſubſcribe to this Ar- 
ticle among others, That they did-beliteve whatever 10. 1. 4. 
their Superior ſhould preſcribe to them was moſt pro- 
per for them, and moſt conducible to their eternal 
od. Lying upon his Death-bed, among other Rules 
eft as 2 Legacy to his Order, he requireth them to 
believe all things which the Superior enjoyns, to be 14, 1. 5. 
good for them, evenaltho their own judgment ſhould 
L _ ſuggeſt - 


Maffeius, |. 3. 
C. 8, 


Cap. 6, 


Ph:iloftrat.1.5. 
&l7. 


Id. |. r, c. 13. 


and determine their Reſolutions. St. Francis upon 
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ſuggeſt the contrary. This is a degree of Infallibility 
beyond whatever, the Pope claimed. For however 
many have aſſerted him to be infallible in defining 
Matters of Faith ; none ever yet denied that he might 
publiſh Conſtitutions prejudicial to the real Intereſt of 
the Church. But Jgnatius: ever afteted ſomewhat 
extraordinary ; and therefore taught that none did 
perfetly perform his Vow of Obedience, who were 
not like a Statue, which doth not in the leaſt reſiſt 
any motion : a Poſition which he had learned from 
his Maſter St. Francis, who affirmed none to be truly 
obedient, who were not like a dead Body, which re- 
maineth in whatſoever ſituation it is placed. An Opi- 
nion, which indeed deſerveth to.be chiefly nrged and 
recommended by deſigning Impoſtors ; who, when 
they have once poſſeſt their Credulous Diſcipleswith 
the belief of it, have obtained their Deſign, and may 
ſecurely propoſe. their Erroneous DoQtrines. There» 
fore Apollonius above all things took care to teach his 
Diſciples, that they ought in all things to pay a blind 
obedience to his Commands : told them that he had 
received Inſpirations from God, and was taught by 
him whatſoever he revealed to them ; that he ated 
by Divine Impulſe, and expected that they ſhould fol- 
low his Directions, as he followed God's. 

This pretence and belief of Divine Inſpiration and 
Impulſe in Enthuſiaſts, is uſually accompanied with ſo 
great a diffidence of their own Reaſon and Judgment, 
thar no matters of moment mult be left to their di- 
rection ; Heaven muſt be importuned, and extraor- 
dinary Revelations demanded to fatisfy the meaneſt 
Scruples, and regulate their Actions; as if no Reaſon 
had been given to Mankind to guide their Condud, 


any 
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any undertaking was wont to retire into ſolitary 

Places, and there inceſſantly .beg of God with inex- Bonavene. c.2. 

preſſible groays, and importune him with continual 

prayer to reveal to him what he ſhould do. Ze all nd, cap. a. 

emergent Difficulties he neither truſted himſelf, nor his 

Friends ; bat by inftant prayer ſearched out the good 

pleaſure of the Divine Will, till he were illuſtrated by 

the Oracle of ſupernatural Revelation, Being tormen- 

ted with a great Scruple, whether he ſhould employ 

his whole time in Prayer, or betake himſelf to preach 

the Goſpel, he could not reſolve the queſtion by his 

own Reaſon, but reſolved to expect the Divine Reve- 

lation. He commands St. Clara to inquire the Will 1d, cap. 12. 

of God by Prayer. It is revealed to her that he ſhould 

undertake the Office of Preaching. lt is impoſſible to 

imagine any thing more irrational or Enthuſiaſtical 

than this Conduct ; but what follows is an unpardo- 

nable Superſtition, which in the Ancient Church 

would have been puniſhed with Excommunication. 

Whenſoever he undertook any thing of moment, he 14. cap. 3. 

was wont to conſult the Bible, and take his Reſolu- 

tions from that place, which upon a ſudden opening 

of the Book firſt preſented it ſelf to his view. Ugna- 

tius having got together ſix Companions at Paris, calls Boubours, 1. 2. 

them together , cauſeth each in particular to pray, 

and faſt, and beg of God his light to direct them ; 

and then opens to them his Deſign. He preſcribed 

to them the fame method in forming the Conſtitu- 

tions of his Order, and chooſing a General. Whert 

Borgia, one of his Diſciples, was choſen Cardinal, to 

find out the Will of Heaven in that matter, he ſ>ut up 

himſelf for three days, and communicated only with God 

in prayer. ' The firſt day he found himſelf wholly indiffe- 14, lib. 4: 

rent, inclining to neither fide. The ſecond day he found 
L 2 in 
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in hinfelf an inclination rather of breaking the Deſign, 


| than permitting it to go.on. But the third day be was 


(a) Cap. 16, 


convinced that it was not the Will of God, that Borgia 
ſhould be made Cardinal ; and therefore oppoſed the 
Election. I will produce but one Paſſage more, which 
demonſtrates both the Enthuſiaſtick Diffidence of p- 
natiys, and the intolerable Flattexy of this Diſciples. 
Upon occafion of his ſeeking God by Prayer ſo much, 
when he was to write the Conſtitutions of his Order, 
VitedJeſchi hath theſe words. (a) 1+ ſeems there was 
upon this Subjedt an agreeable debate between the Maſter 
and. the Servant ; the latter judging himſelf incapablg 
of making any Conſtitution, and reſolving not to make ayy, 
without conſulting the Oracle of the Eternal Wiſdom ; 
and the former taking pleaſure in communicating to the 
other the ſublime and reſplendent Lights of his Trea- 
fures, which he had reſerved from before the beginning 
of time for the condut# and regulation of this Society, 
which. he conceived, and gave to his Church. What pity 
is it, /zatius ſhould be unhappily reſerved to ſuch a 
karned ungrateful Age > Otherwiſe his Diſciples 
might have offered fomewhat to his- memory, an- 


fwerable, and in nothing inferior to the Eternal Goſpel = 


of St. Francis. : 

When the Enthuſiaſt is advanc'd fo far as to believe 
the Phrenzies of his Brain to be Divine Illuminations, 
and himſelf on all occaſions to be divinely inſpired, 
he will not fail to pretend a mighty familiarity with 


_ God; and from the ſentiment of any grateful motion 


in the Blood or Spirits, imagine together with his in- 


ward Lights to have received great abundance of in- ; 


ward Confolations. He will fancy himfelf to be the 


' famikar Acquaintance of God, and Favourite of Hea- 


ven; and thenee conceive a ſpiritual Pride greater and 
more 
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more intolerable than any which arifeth from the 
pomp or grandeur of the World. Apolonius boaſted Phileftrae. 1.3. 
that he enjoyed a perſonal familiarity with the Gods ; 
and, as a Philoſopher, converſed with them every 
morning. St. Francis was commonly filled with great L- 1. c. 12. 
conſolation of Spirit in praying ; and boaſted that he 
could defend himſelf from the cold of Winter by the 
fervour of the Divine Spirit ating in him. What Bonaven?. 
large Conceits /gnativs entertained of his own Merits, P: 5: 
and publiſhed without all ſenſe of modeſty, we before 
ſhewed, The pretence of extraordinary Divine Con- 
folations in his Prayers and Raptures, runs through 
the whole fragment of his Journal before publiſhed. 
To theſe we may add what the Authors of his Life Bouhours, 1. 1. 
relatc of him; That ſometimes ſuch a flood of Conſola- 
tions would ſuddenly come upon him,that he was even 
overwhelmed, and tranſported out of himſelf; that 
by reaſon of theſe overflowing Conſolations, ſuch 1. 1. 3. 
abundance of tears would follow , that his ſight was 
endangered by it : that by the great affluence of theſe 
Conſolations, and tears enſuing from them, in reci- 
ting the Divine Office, he was forced to ſtop and in- Gloria S. 1z- 
terrupt his Prayers at almoſt every word, and employ 7, caP. 5. 
a great part of the day in reading the Pſalms only. 
That he continued ſometimes two or three whole days Viteleſebi , 
together without taking any thing, feeding himſelf only ©: 5 
with the honey of Celeſtial Confolations : That all the 
fayours which God beſtowed on the Society, are to be 
attributed to the love which he bore to the Soul of Id. cap. 22. 
St. Tenatius, i which his Divine Majeſty was well 
pleaſed. That he burned inwardly with the fire of Cha- 1d. cay. 7: 
rity; and the Heart of Feſus was a foft Bed to him, 
whereon he took his repoſe. Such impertinent Jargon 
and unintelligible Cant is - natural effect of —_ 

| aſm. 
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ſaſm. For when the turbulent motions of the Brain 
are miſtaken for Divine Inſpirations, and the Judg« 
ment willingly acquieſceth in that deluſion, the out- 
ward expreſſions, which are ever conformable to the 
Ideas of the Mind, cannot but be involved in the ſame 
obſcurity. And this, however it deſerves the ſcorn 
and contempt of judicious Perſons, tendeth not a little 
to raiſe the Reputation of the Enthuſiaſt among igno- 
rant men, who ever admire what they cannot pene- 
trate, and ſuppoſe the obſcurity of his Diſcourſe to 
proceed from the Divine Myſteriouſneſs of it. If we 
conſult the Writings of gnatius, we ſhall find them 
tull of this fooliſh Canting. His Book of Spiritual 
Exerciſes talks much of the love of Chriſt in a moſt 


Vid. Buſſerez, Unintelligible manner ; and his Letter to a Religious 


I. I. C. 4s 


Perſon of Barcelona concerning the two manners 
whereby God teacheth us, is moſt remarkable upon 


1d, 1.2, c. 1. this account. While he was yet a Novice in Philoſophy, 


Bouhours , 
lib. 5. 


Id. 1. 3. 
Vitelleſchi, 
cap. 19. 


he profeſſed the knowledge of Myſtical Divinity, 'and 
indeed never knew any other. In preſcribing the duty 
of the General of his Order, he faith that all Learning 
is neceſſary for him; yetthe Science of the Saints is that 
which is far moſt neceſſary for him, to diſcern the di- 
vers interior Spirits of men. This Science of the Saints 
is commonly too myſterious for Learned men ; and 
therefore Barth. Torrez, writing in defence of /gnatins's 

Book of Spiritual Exerciſes, accuſed of Hereſie in Spain 
by the Learned Melchior Canus, faith, there is a great 
difference between the Sciences learnt in Schools, and the 
Sciences of the Saints. His Followers pretend his Con- 
ſtitutions to be filled with the Spiritual Unition of 
Grace ; and himſelf to have drank largely of the Wine 
of Heaven, which is too ſtrong and heady for the Veſſels 
of the Earth, Thus St. Francis is ſaid to have been 
wholly 
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wholly abſorpt- in God in time of prayer ; and all ſwal- Bonavene. 
lowed up in the flame of the Divine Love, as it were a ©P 248. 
burning coal, And indeed it may be affirmed in ge- 
neral of all the Romiſh Saints, that their Writings are 
wholly unintelligible, and nothing elſe but a rhapſo- 
dy of ſublime Nonſenſe. The groſſeſt and moſt im- 
pertinent of our Engliſh Fanaticks' come far beneath 
them, and were never able to equal their Myſterious 
Follies, We may indeed hear them talk of being 
Chriſted with Chriſt, and Godded with God ; bur 
the Science of the Saints was never among ther" »/! 
vanced to that perfe&tion which it obtaineth ir; «14 
Church of Rome. 

There remains nothing to compleat the Enthuſ ::! 
but to fancy himſelf commiſſionated by God to pul: 
liſh his Imaginary Revelations to the World ; and 
thereupon, without any reſpect to the Rules of Eccle«, 
ſiaſtical Diſcipline inſtituted by Chriſt, to invade the 
Office of preaching. This is indeed the laſt and 
higheſt degree of Fanaticiſm, not to contain the 
whimſies s. their diſturbed Fancy within their own 
Breaſts, but imagining them to be neceſſary Truths 
for all Chriſtians, to propagate them with a blind and 
unwearied zeal ; to believe that Chriſt hath not openly 
and plainly delivered to the Church in the - rule of 
Faith all neceſſary Articles of Religion, or that ſuffi- 
cient means were not provided for the propagation of 
them, unleſs they intrudedthemſelves into the Holy 
Office againſt all the Rules of Decency and Eccleſt- 
aſtical Policy. The Author of the Lawful Prejudices 
againſt the Calviniſts, affirms the guilt of this diſorder 
Kok. to be a ſufficient argument why all their Pleas 
ſhould be rejected without any farther conſideration. 


Whether, and how far the Calvini/s are guilty of this 
$8 irregularity, 


Bonavent. 
CAP. 3. 


Cap. 2. 


Cap. 3. 


fd, cap. 8. 
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irregularity, I will not enquire ; but affirm that the 
moſt 11lluſtrious Saints of the Church of Rome have 
been inexcuſably guilty of it. Particularly the ſup- 
poſed Merits of St. Francis and Ignativs are chiefly 
founded upon this apparent zeal for Souls, and preach- 
ing their wild notions to the People without any or- 
dinary miſſion from Chriſt, or delegation from the 
Church. St. Fraxcis immediately after his Conver- 
ſion, while he was yet- an ignorant Layman, fell to 
preach repentance to the People in the Streets and 
Markets : and being asked by ſome Robbers, ſetting 
upon him in the Road, who he was, as if he were ano- 
ther John Baptiſt, he anſwered, 1 am the Preacher and 
Meſſenger of the Great King. As ſoon as he had-got to- 
gether ſeven Diſciples, he ſends them forth to preach 
the Goſpel in theſe words, Go ye, and declare peace 
unto men, preaching repentance for the remiſſion of ſtus. 
Then taking one Companion to himſelf, he proceeds 
to one part of the World, ſending the other ſix.by 
couples into the other three parts of the World. This 
was 2 phrenzy beyond the power of Fe/ebore, and 
which exceeds even the Follies of our Exg/iſh Fifth> 
Monarchiſts. Surely, whatſoever Bonaventure may 
pretend, the Holy Ghoſt had no fhare in this Under- 
taking : and therefare-no wonder it met with no bet- 
ter ſucceſs. St. Francis himſelf prepares to preach 
the Goſpel to the Sarazexs in Syria; but by contrary 
Winds is driven upon the Coal of Sclavonia, and for- 
ced to return back, The Spirit ſtill moving him, he 
difpofeth himſelf to convert the Moors and Mirawolins 
of Africk ; but detained in his Journey by ſickneſs, 
loſeth his Courage, and quits the Deſign. At laſt 
he reſolves firmly to canvert the Soldan of Babylon. 
Away he goeth to Syria ragged and barefoqted: and 
yielding 
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yielding himſelf Priſoner to the So/daw's Guards, boldly 
demands to be brought to his preſence. The Soldiers, 
after they had ſoundly beaten him, bring him to their 
Emperor. He asketh him who he is. Francs an- 
ſwers, That he is ſent by God to preach Salvation to 
him and his People ; and for proof of the Chriſtian 
Faith, undertakes to enter into the fire, The So/day 
hughs at him ; and having made ſufficient ſport with - 
him, diſmiſſeth him for a Fool. /gvatizs at his very 
firſt converſion propoſed to himſelf to preach the 
Goſpel in the Holy Land. Accordingly, in the Year 


1523. he enters upon the Journey, gaided by that in- Boubours, 1; 2. 


ward motion which had firſt prompted him at his con- 
verfion. Coming thither, the Guardian of the Frax- 
ciſcans, whom he had acquainted with his Reſolution, 
diſapproved ſuch irregular uſurpation of the Holy Of- 
fice, and commands him to be gone __ ain of 
Excommunication. The poor Saint is forced to re- 
turn without ſucceſs : however, he quits not his De- 


fign. Studying at Barcelona, he began to preach con- 14, ibid. 


verſion to his Neighbours. Removing to Alcala, he falls 
to reform the diſſolute Manners of Scholars, Clergy- 
men, and others, and to Catechize Youth. But be- 
ing ſuſpected of Sorcery, he is clapt into the Inquiſi- 
tion. To free himſelf from Priſon, he profeſſeth him- 
ſelf willing blindly to obey his Eccleſiaſtical Judge. 
At laſt the Inquiſitors diſmiſs him,. but withall forbid 
him to explain to the People the Myſteries of Religion 
upon: pain of Excommunication and Baniſhment. 7p- 
watins, notwithſtanding his promiſe of blind obed. 
ence, would not readily ſubmit to this Command, 
doubting whether it were 2 lawful Command, and 
feariog;that in not-preaching; he ſhould be wanting to 
his Call and Vocation. To Bet rid of this difficulty, 

he 
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Id. ibid, he removes to Salamanca, and there preacheth openly 
to the People in the Streets and Fields; altho many 
good men were ſcandalized at it, ſaying, it was ne- 
ver heard that a ſimple Layman ſhould inſtru& the 
People, and perform the whole Office of a Paſtor in 
direQting their Conſciences. Upon this he and his 
Companions are thrown into Priſon by the Inquiſt- 

Ribadeneira, tors ; where they do nothing but ſing Pfalms, and 

: ad ih preach to the: People flocking to them, through the 
windows and 'chinks of the doors. Being examined 
by the Inquiſitors, he pretends that he did not preach, 

Meffeius, 1.1. but only hold forth to the People, ſitting on Horſe- 

Tou'7- back, or getting upon the Stalls in the Market, con- 
cerning Vertue and Piety. Being driven from that 
Plea, he flieth to the pretence of an Extraordinary 

Boubours, 1.2. Yocation. Being confuted in that, he refuſeth to give 
any farther account of his Authority to preach, till 
his Eccleſiaſtical Superiors ſhould command him. Ar 
laſt he is abſolved upon condition to preach no more. 
He diflikes'the Condition, and therefore reſolves to 
leave Spain. Coming to Paris, he falls upon his old 
work of preaching and converting. Upon this he is 

accuſed to the Inquiſitor, but upon interceſſion of 
Friends diſmiſſed. ' Now he- falls'hard to ſtudy, and 
wholly omits preaching :' but ſoon after begins to talk 
of Heaven and Hell ſo vehemently to the Scholars, 
that he forced them to intermit their ſtudies ; and 
was thereupon condemned to be. publickly whipt in 
the Hall by all the Regents, as a Diſturber of the Col- 
ledge. However, ſoon after his zeal for converſion of 
Souls mightily increaſed upon him ; and he clearly 

I, ibid. faw that God had appointed him to eſtabliſh a com- 
pany of -Apoſtolick Men to that end. Hereupon he 
begins to gather Diſciples, and firſt ſets upon Peter 

| Faber, 
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Faber, a poor Spaniſh Youth, afted with ſentiments of 
Vain-glory, and after a deal of Cant, acquaints him 
with his Reſolutions to go into the Eaft, and employ 
himſelf wholly in the converſion of Infidels. Faber 
takes fire at this, and reſolves to follow him through 
all dangers. After he had gained five other Diſciples 


by the like Artifices, he calls them together, opens his 


Deſign, and perſwades them to vow a Journey in- 
to the Holy Land to preach the Goſpel there, altho 
none of them were yet ordained, except Faber. The 
Deſign being reſolved on, /gnatius takes a progreſs 
into Spain; and there preacheth every Sunday, and 
two or three days in the Week, with great concourſe 
of People. The Church. not being able to contain the 
multitude of his Auditors,he holds Field-Conventicles ; 


75 


and there inveighs powerfully againſt Cards and Dice 18. 1. 3. 


CFſuppoſe Mince-pies were not yet in faſhion) 'per- 
ſwading the People to throw them all into the River. 
Coming to Yenice, he waits for his Companions, and 
in the mean while employs himſelf in preaching. 
When his Companions were all met, they moſt un- 
happily could get no paſſage to the Holy Land ; and 
therefore go to Rome to receive the DireCions of the 
Pope. Here they obtain to be ordained Prieſts ; yet 
that they may as much as was poſlible continue their 
Enthuſiaſm, refuſe to preach in a regular way ; but 
diſperſing themſelves through the great Cities of /raly, 
commonly get upon ſome Stone in the middle of the 


Market-place, and whirling their- Caps over their Maffeius, 1.2; 


heads, invite the People to hear them- with a loud © + 


voice; when having-got a confluence of People about 
them, they vented their undigeſted Notions of Reli- 
gion in a canting and myſterious ſtile ; altho for the 


moſt part with ſuch ill ſucceſs, that many of them goubours, 1. 3. 


M 3 were 
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were clapt into Priſon by the Inquiſitors. We have 


| long Gnce | deplored, and our Adverſar 1eS of the Church 
of 


ome have upbraided to us, the Diviſions of our 
Church arifing from the unlawful ufurpation of the 
Pulpit by Enthuſiaſtick Preachers. Yet could we ne- 
yer charge them with ſuch grols follies and irregula- 
rities as. thoſe now mentioned ; nor can the Papiſts 
Juſtly accuſe them of any ; ſince in ating this Diſor- |. 
der and Enthuſiaſm, they imitated the Great 1gnatius 
and his Diſciples, and perhaps learnt it from them. 
At leaſt our Adverſaries cannot now deny, that Je- 
ſuits have ſometimes preach'd in.Conventicles, 
- Thys wehave paſt through all the chicf and moſt e{- 
ſential Properties of Enthuſtaſm, and demonſtrated, /z- 
zatius to have poſleſt them all ia.an high, degree, [ will 


. - . . next conſider fome of the. more: ordinary. effects and 


conſequences, of it, and compare. them with+the 
Actions.of our Saint. For. theſe . eflengial |Errors:; of 
Enthuſiaſm, in miſtaking the turbulent Motions of 
the Spirits for the Dictates of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
the, Tempeſts of the Brain for Divine. Inſpirations, 
cannQt but betnay. the-Judgment, of the Enthuſta& to 
2. thoyſand other Errors and Abſurdifgies; inſpire him 
with falſe notions of Religion, miſguide his Zeal, and 
corrupt. his. Devotion : Every immoderate exceſs of 
Vertye will then.appear an-extraordinary Perfection ; 
and. the fquleſt. Superſtition, ſhall be accounted merj- 
torious. ' Hence, among other follies, the Enthuſiaſt 
will imagine it no. ſmall Perfection. to pray continn- 
ally, ſuppoſe it to be a ſign of a nearer familiarity with 
God ; thence flatter. himſelf with the belief of his own 
extraordinary Merit; and by-gratifying his miſtaken 
Ambition, create to himſelt even a. ſenſual pleaſure in 
the performance of it. Thus St. Francis was wont to 
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pray inceflantly , if not vocally , at leaſt mentally ; Bunevene. 
and in praying, uſed to receive great careſſes from <P: 4. 
the Holy Ghoſt, to be raviſhed m his mind, and 
wholly ſwallowed up in a certain wonderful light ; Cap. 3. 
and ofttimes 1n an exceſs of contemplation to be put 

beſide himfelf ; infomuch, as being wrapt in Spirit, Cap. 8. 
and perceiving fomewhat beyond humane fenſe, he 

was ignorant of what was done before his Eyes. Jg- 

zatius, after his converſion, ſpent ſeven hours every 

day in the Church in prayer upon his knees ; and 

was immediately ſo recolleced, that he often conti- Buubours, 1. r. 
nued many hours together without any motion. In 
his long retirement at Maxreze, not fatisfied with his 

feven hours of prayer, he did nothing but pray. When 

he was ordained Prieſt, he retired to a pgor ſolitary 
Cottage ; and living like an. ancient Hermit, faſted 

daily, prayed mceſſanvly , and there. received ſuch 
overflowing ' Confolations;, that through the abun- 1. 1. 3. 
dance of tears his fight was endangered. To pro- 

duce no more Inſtances, all the Actions of his Life 

were direfted by the Hluminations of the Spirit, ſup- 

poſed to-be received in prayer, as we before ſhewed. 

Yet himfelf, when the Reputation of any other devout 
Enthuſiaſt was to be diminiſhed, could alledge againſt 

it, that ſuch as made long Prayers, ought to take Vid. Bow 
great care not to abuſe that commerce which they ns, 1.6. 
have with God, Thar there are a ſort of People, of 

a wilful nature, who- by much praying;. without ob- 

ſerving the rules of diſcretion and ſound} judgment, 

'dry up their Brains, and are fo poſſeſt with their own 
Imaginations, that there is no getting them out of 

their head, That others there are, who perſwaded 

that all comes from: God which enters into their 


thoughts in time of prayer, take their own Fancies 
for 
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for their condu&t ; and ſo by following only the im- 
pulſe of Nature, which they miſtake for that of Grace, 

fall into moſt groſs Errors. | 
Another ordinary effe& of Enthuſiaſm is the ex- 
peRation of extraordinary aſliſtance from God in all 
emergent Difficulties. The ſuppoſed experience. of 
frequent Supernatural Illuminations makes the En- 
-thuſiaſt believe that God is ever ready to engage in 
his quarrel, and for his ſake to violate the Laws of 
Nature no leſs than the eſtabliſhed Rules of Chriſtia- 
nity : that as he informs his Soul with Supernatural 
Inſpirations, ſo he will prote& his Body, and provide 
Bonavent. it neceſfaries by continual Miracles. Thus St. Frances 
cap. 8. offered to the Soldan of Babylon to throw his Body 
| into the fire in proof of Chriſtianity, and decidg the 
Controverſy by the operation of the flames upon it. 
St. Dominick was more cunning, when. preaching a- 
gainſt the Albigenſes in France, he would not truſt his 
Body to the fire, but drawing up his Faith and Argu- 
Golden Le- ments in a Schedule, uſed to caſt it into the fire to- 
gend- London, gether with the like Schedule of the A/bigenſes. The 
197-9199: Legend tells you, that the firſt was always untoucht, 
Phileſtratus, the latter always burnt. Thus Apolonius, when 
17. brought before Domtian to be tried for his life, ſcor- 
ned the Threats, and braved all the Power of that 
Tyrant ; telling him, that God would certainly inter- 
- poſe in his behalf, and not permit him to touch his 
Body. Jpgnatius indeed was never guilty of ſo great 
Courage, yet the belief of his endearment to God 
made him often preſume upon the Favour of Heaven. 
Undertaking his Pilgrimage into the Holy Land, he 
Boubours, 1.1. would take no Companion along, with him, no Money, nor 
proviſion of ans for the Fourney ; that he might 
ave no comfort but from God, and no dependance but on 
| Providence. 
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Providence. Yet with all this Self-reſignation , the Mafrius, 1. r- 
canning Saint dared not to come near Barcelona, be- ©: 5: 
cauſe it was infected with the Plague. Being accuſed - - wm 
of Sorcery, Sedition and Hereſy to the Inquiſition of 
Alcala, and ſome Ladies offering to him an Advocate 
to plead for him, he refuſed their kindneſs, thinking Boubours, 1. 2, 
that he ought to leave himſelf to Providence, and not | 
diſtruſt God ſo far as to make uſe of any Humane 
means for his preſervation. In his Voyage to Feraſa- 
lem he would give no Money for his Paſhne, for that | 
he thought utterly unlawful. Free Paſſage he could 
obtain no otherwiſe than upon condition of provi- 
ding neceſlaries for himſelf. This he ſcrupled at, and 14, ibid. 
eſteemed it a kind of diffidence of Providence, and 
deviation from Evangelical Poverty, to carry any 
thing along with him in the Ship. Touching in the 
way at Yenice, ſome endeavoured to diſcourage him 
from the Journey, by repreſenting to him the dangers 
of it, and impoſſibility of getting any farther paſſage 
at that ſeaſon of .the Year ; he told them, that if he 
could not get a- Ship, he would paſs the Sea upon a 
Plank with the ſuccour of Heaven. I ſuppoſe he had Cap. grave 
read how Foſefes, the Son of Foſeph of Arimathea, Fm _ 
failed from France to Britain, with 150 Companions, fol. 199. p 
upon his Shirt. | 

Not in theſe reſpe&s only doth Enthuſiaſm betray 
the Judgment to falſe notions of Piety and Perfection ; 
but in all other. Chriſtian Vertues infuſeth the fame 
Error, eſpecially if it may tend to oftentation, and 
procure to the Enthuſiaſt the admiration and reve- 
rence of the deluded Vulgar. In that caſe it will be 
- accounted an improvement of Vertue to run into ex- 
tremes ; and the. moſt- extravagant Superſtition ſhall 
be eſteemed an exalted I Piety. Thus if c_ 
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hath commanded us not to ſet our heart upon Riches, 
but tobe ready to forfake all Worldly Poſſeſſions, 
when they ſtand in competition with the- profeſſion 
of tnic Religion ; the Enthuſiaſt will believe all pro- 
priety of Goods to be unlawful, and account Evange- 
lical Poverty a Chriſtian PerfeQion. If a temperate 
diet, and ſometimes faſting, be recommended to us, 
the Enthuſiaſt will fall in love with immoderate Ay- 
ſterities and Mortifications ; and imagine the Merits 
of his Abſtinence to be then infinite, when the pra- 
ice of it exceeds all bounds. If we be admonithed 
not to be deterred from our Duty by the contempt of 
the World, or ſcoffs of men, the Enthuſiaſt will by all 
means court this contempt, and perform a thouſand 
ridiculous actions to obtain the laughter of Mankind ; 
and then applieth to himſelf all the Beatitudes of the 
Goſpel as rewards of his Folly. Evangelical Poverty 
is one of the maſt ſpecious pretences, that can: be 
made uſe of by Fanatick Viſionaries, to raiſe-an opi- 
nion of extraordinary merit either in themſelves or 
athers. This was ever the grand Engine of the Mo- 
 naſftick Orders of the Church: of Rowe ; altho the 
*, World, knows what. vaſt Treaſures and: Pofleſfions 
they have appropriated to their Monaſteries and Col- 
ledges. Certainly Reaſon doth not teach us that it is 
any great: perfection to put. on rags, and beg from 
door to door; and-if Qhrift had taught fo, Mankind 
would have had fufficient-reaſon ta reject his Religion 
as irrational and abſurd. But he-propoſeth no- ſuch 
thing. Theſe-are only the Whimfſies of Brainſfick En- 
thuftafts, who have abandoned themſelves to the con- 
di:t-of a deprayed' Imagination. When Apalonius 
l. t. &. Io. CE CIs his. Inhes 
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ritance and Poſleſſions to his Kindred and the Poor ) 

and that of other Greek Philoſophers; Phraates truly 
anſwered him, that they were bigotted Enthuſiaſts, contu- 14, 1,3. c:9. 
melious and ſeditious, unfaithful and rebellious, aſſerters of 

Fables and monſtrous Stories ; who made an oftentation of 
Poverty, not out of any ſenſe of modeſty or fragality, but 

that they might have the better pretence to ſteal and cheat. 

How far this CharaQter may agree to St. Francis, Igna- 

tins, or their Followers, I will not now determine. I 

will only ſhew that they far exceeded theſe Greek Phi- 
loſophers in the pretence and extravagant pradtice of vo- 

luntary Poverty. St. Francis immediately after his con- 
verſion,changed his fine Cloaths with the Rags of a Beg- 

gar, whom he met; and ſoon atiter hearing that Goſpel 

read, wherein our Saviour ſending forth his Diſciples to Bonavene. 
preach, commands them to take neither Staff nor Scrip, <P: 3- 
put off his Shoes, laid afide his Staff, threw away his 
Money, girded on a Rope, and fell a begging ; which 
practice he continued all his life with Tock ſuperſti- 

tion, that he thought it unlawful to poſſeſs any thing in 
particular, and himſelf to be defiled with the ſole touch- 

ing of money. If he were invited to dinner by any great 

Men, he would firſt beg pieces of Bread from door to Td. cap.'7: 
door, .and then fitting down to dinner, -draw out his 
Pouch, and feed upon the fragments of it, -which he 

called the Bread of Angels, refufing to taſt of any other 

Diſh. 7gnatins in his firſt Pilgrimage, to Montferrat, meet- nuubours, 1: 
ing a ragged Begpar, ſtript himſelt to his Shirt, and chan- 

ged Habits with him. Having performed his Vigils, in 
conformity to the Laws of Knight-Errantry, he puts on 

his Pilgrims Weeds, that is, a rugged and courſe Canvas 

Coat reaching down to his Feet, wicker Shoes, a knotty 

Rope for a Girdle, with a bottle of Water hanging at his Ribadeneirs; 
Girdle, a Crabtree Staff in his Hand, his Head bare, cap. 2. 
and his left Leg naked ; and in this Habit marched to 


Manreze, intending to take Ship for Paleſtine. Coming 
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to Manreze, he imagins his Habits to be too coſtly, .and 
Sackcloth to be far more Evangelical than Canvas. Be- 
ing at laſt equipped to his ſatisfaction, for a ſpecimen of 
his Humility, he begs from docr to door ; and to that 
end diſguiſerh, himſelf in the moſt flovenly manner, his 
Face all covered with dirt, his Hair clodded and un- 
combed, which with his Beard and Nails grown out to 
an horrible length , made ſuch a Figure, as ſeemed at 
once both frighttul and ridiculous : ſo that whenever he 
appeared in the Town, the Children laught at him, 
threw ſtones at him, and followed him in the Streets 
with ſhouts and outcries. Coming to Barcelona, he 
would not engage in any Ship, but upon condition of 
free paſſage, thinking it unlawtul to make uſe of Money 
upon any pretext, altho a Lady proffered to depoſit the 
Money for him. At laſt obtaining free paſſage, but 
upon condition of providing for himſelf neceſfaries to 
the Voyage, he thinks even 7hat prejudicial to Evange- 
lical Poverty. Being overruled by his Confeſlor , he 
accepts of ſome Money to buy neceſfaries.” But being at 
the point of departure, a fit of Conſcience returns : he 
dares not make uſe of the Money, nor carry it along 
with him; and yet would not give it to the Seamen, 
leſt. they ſhould uſe him the better for it in his Voyage, 
for to permit that, would be a diſtruſt of Providence. At 
laſt he very learnedly decides the caſe, He layeth down 
his Money upon the ſhore for the next Comer to take, 
and fo enters into the Ship. - The fame ſcruples urge 
him at his return ; he begs free paſſage in the notion of 
a Saint, and upon no other condition will enter the 
Ship. The fame ſcruple had poſleſt St. Francis (a) and 
St. Dominick before ; who would ſooner truſt themſelves 
to the Waves, than pay any fraight for their paſhge. 
The latter being once asked by the Maſter of the Ship tor 
his fraight, told him he was a Preacher of the Goſpel, 
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and conſequently carried neither Gold nor Silver with 

him ; however to make ſome kind of payment, he freely 

beſtowed the Kingdom of Heaven on him. But to return Boubours, 1. 2. 
to /gnatius ; returning to Barceloza with a ſum of Mo- 

ney, which he had lately received, he diſtributes it all 

to a company of Beggars, and then immediately falls a 

begging himſelt, While he ſtudieth at Barcelona, Al. 

cala and Salamanca, he will not accept of any allowance, 

which was often offered to him, but purſueth the trade 

of begging. At Barcelona he is by importunate perſwa- 

ſions induced to wear Shoes ; yet to fatisfy his Enthuſi- 

aſtick Phrenzy at leaſt in ſecret, he cuts large holes in 

the ſoles of his ooes, that he might not wholly loſe the yieete/chs, 
honour of a diſcalceate Beggar. Being at laſt convinced cap. 7. 

that his ſmall progreſs in Learning proceeded from ſpen- 

ding his time in begging ; he thought he might in Con- 

ſcience raiſe a ſmall Fund, wherewith to ſubliſt at Paris, Boubours, . 2, 
whither he now removes. Coming to Paris, his Con- | 
ſcience grows ſomewhat ſqueamiſh, and he thinks it un- 

lawful to keep his Money himſelf, out of the old Princi- 

ple of Evangelical Poverty. He truſts all therefore with 

--one of his Chamber-fellows, who runs away with it. 

Tenatius is forced to retire himſelf into the Spaniſh 

Hoſpital ; and when they grew weary of him, be- 

takes himſelf again to begging. Finding Charity to be 

cold at Paris, he travels to Antwerp, Bruſſels, and (that 

Enz/and alone might not be unhappy in the want of his 

preſence ) at laſt to Londoy. Returning to his native 
Countrey, he puts on his ragged Weeds, which he had 

for ſome years left off, throws off his Shooes, reſumes all 

his former Auſterities ; and lodging in an Hoſpital, begs 

his Bread from door to door, retuſing to accept the ear- p;el:/eh;, 
neſt Invitation of Brother and Kindred. Coming to cap. 12. 
Yexice, and ſending forth his Diſciples through 7raly to 39%%9%%, |. 3. 


preach, he chargeth them ſtrictly to lodge in Hoſpitals, 
| 2 and 
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and beg their Bread ; and afterwards forming Conſtitu- - 
tions for the Order, reſolves with the unanimous Con- 
ſent of them all, that the Profeſled of his Order ſhould 
polleſs nothing , either in common, or in particular. 
How well the Jefuits have obſerved this Conſtitution , 
concerns not me to enquire. I fear moſt believe them 
to have broken their Founder's Will. I am fure they 
have palpably violated it in intruding themſelves into 
the Courts of Princes, courting their Favour, ſeeking 
the. acquaintance of Great Men, and intermedling in 
Secular Matters; Praiſes which /gnatins eſteemed the 
greateſt Plagues which could befall his- Society, and 
therefore earneſtly begged of God for ever to avert them. 

Immoderate Abſtinence and Auſterities contribute no 
leſs to raiſe the admiration of ignorant Perſons, and ex- 
cite in the Enthuſiaſt an extraordinary opinion of his own 
Merits. The former are led away with all apparent Mor- 
tifications which may ſtrike their Senſes ; the latter con- 
tinually triumpheth in his Imaginary Conqueſts over his 
own Body 3 and both imagine it to be an high degree of 
Vertue, and near approach to. Angelical Perfe&tion, to 
deny to the Body the moſt natural Pleaſures and Con-: 
veniences, and by an exceſſive maceration intirely ſub- 
due it to the government of the Soul:; whereas Reaſon 
and true Philolophy would rather teach us, that by ſuch 
rigorous Mortifications the energy of the Soul is weak- 
ned, the Body is difabled from performing her Com- 
mands, and her Thoughts are diſordered 4 continual 
tempeſts and irregular motions of the Body, The Hea- 
then Philoſophers imagined that an auſtere Diet would 
procure a perſonal ſight and familiarity of the Gods :. and 
therefore Applonius would never taſt any Fleſh or Wine, 
feeding only on Herbs and Water ; and affeQing all 
{quallid impurities which might diſguſt the Body. Chri- 
ſtianity giveth no incouragement to ſuch ogy 4 | 
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dudct : yet the common Prejudices of Mankind , and 
falſe Ideas of Religion, have in all Ages induced Enthu- 
ſiaſts to admire and practice the ſame Follies. St. Do- Golden Le- 
winick began early. For while he was yet an Infant, he w_ London, 
would often riſe out of his Cradle, and lay himſelf na- 
ked upon. the cold ground. St. Francis uſed to call his 
Body Brother Aſs, becauſe of the rigorous Severities, 
continual Whippings, and courſe Diet , wherewith he Bonavent. 
treated it : and particularly, ſprinkled all his Meat with <P 5: 
Aſhes. However, this might be pardoned in St. Francis, 
who was grievouſly tormented with temptations of the 
Fleſh.” But for /g#atius, whom the Writers of his Life 
aſſure us to have been by a particular favour of the 
Bleſſed Virgin reprieved from all ſuch Temptations, to 
practice the ſame Auſterities, could be nothing elſe but 
an Extravagant Phrenzy. Ze imagined all Chriſtian Per- Bouhourz, |, 1. 
feftion to conſiſt in the maceration of the Body, And there- 
fore his firſt Reſolutions were to perform great Auſterities, 
zo do Penance in good earneſt, not ſo much to expiate his 
Panlts, as becauſe he imagined that in theſe rigors Perfe- Viteleſehi, 
tion conſiſted, having then no higher Idea of it, and paſe 2 
fronately defiring to acquire it, Immediately after his 
Converſion he puts himſelf incognito into an Hoſpital, 
faſts whole weeks with Bread and Water, except Sun- 
days, when he eat a few boiled Herbs, but ſprinkled over Boubours, 1. 1. | 
with Aſhes, girded his Reins with an Iron Chain, wore 
an Hair Shirt, diſciplined himſelf thrice a day , ſlept 
little, and lay upon the ground ; reſolveth to continue 
theſe Auſterities all his Lite, to go barefoot to the Holy 
Land, and then chooſe a wild Deſert for his Abode. Re- 
moving to Manreze, the Spirit grows more violent, He 
adds to his Hair Shirt and Iron Chain a Girdle of certain 
Herbs full of little thorns and prickles: and remembring 
that Knights-Errant uſe not to eat ſometimes in two or 
three months together, he lengthens his Faſts as far as 
7 Nature 
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Nature will permit, and continueth ſometimes two or 
three days together without taking any thing, feeding 
only on the Fioney of Celeſtial Conſolations. This was in- 
deed a conſiderable advance towards the imitation of 
Romantick Heroes ; but not comparable to. the follow- 
ing Adventure. {gnatins had read in his beloved Ro- 
mance, how the admired Amadis de Gaul! being once 
deſpiſed by his Miſtreſs Orzana, retired to the Poor Rock, 
like an Hermit ; where he ſnivelled and whined, and 
cried, and ſhed tears unmeaſurably, till Heaven took 
pity of him, ſpent moſt of his time in Prayer, made a 
Roſary of Acorns, and.confeſſed himſelf to an Hermit. 
In imitation of this Heroick Penance, 7znatius reſolves 
upon a retreat ; and having found out a dark and deep 
Cave in the hollow of a Rock (opening into a ſolitary 
Valley, called the Pale of Paradice ) 1o hideous, that 
none would ever venture into it ; dark and obſcure, the 
Mouth overgrown with buſhes and brambles ; he enters 
into it, and makes his Abode. The horror of the Place 
inſpired him with a new Spirit of Penance : he whips his 
Body five times a day with an Iron Chain, beats and 
cuts his Breaſt with a Flint-ſtone, faſts unmeaſurably, 
and prays without ceaſing ; till his Friends finding him, 
draw him out of his Den by force. He was then redu- 
ced to a very weak condition : but as a Knight-Errant 
muſt not complain, tho his Guts be coming out of his 
Belly ; ſo neither muſt a Saint-Errant, tho his Bones be 
coming out of his Skin. /gnatius will not renounce his 
Auſterities, but continueth all his life to ſprinkle his 
Meat with Aſhes. To produce but one Inſtance more 
of this extravagant Mortification ; 1gnativs, when he 
firſt began to gather Diſciples at Parzs, and had gained 
Peter Faber to him, uſed with him to lye abroad in Win- 
ter Evenings upon the Snow and Ice, gazing upon the 
Heavens ; and then ſtripping thernſelves to their Shirts, 
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lay the remaining part of the Night upon the Coal-heap. 
If to be -bedawbed with Coalduſt be fo great a Perfe- 
ion ; when the granting of Indulgences comes next in 
faſhion, we may hope to ſee erected an holy Confrater- 
nity of Catholick Chimney-ſweepers. 

If it be irrational to mortity the Body with exceſſive 
Auſterities, and deny to it the common benefits of Na- 
ture; it is no Jeſs folly to court the laughter, and indu- 
ſtrivuſly procure the contempt of Mankind ; much more 
to be ambitious of Aſlictions and Sufferings, or refuſe to 
be delivered from them. This is the utmoſt degeneracy 
of Humane Reaſon, to imagine that our Nature receiveth 
any perfetion from contempt or miſery; an Opinion 
which overthroweth the very Laws of Creation, and is 
highly injurious to the Honour of God ; as if God in 
creating us had not intended ſome benefit and happineſs 
to Mankind even in this World ; or afterwards, in re- 
vealing Chriſtianity, had reſolved to render us miſerable 
and ridiculous. Such fatal Miſtakes doth Enthuſiaſm in- 
troduce, while it affeteth exceſſes in all Ations, and. 
diſliketh all ſober Vertue. Yet no wonder even theſe groſs 
Miſtakes ſhould be admitted, which ſo naturally tend to 
inflame-the Pride, and foment the Ambition of the En- 
thuſiaſt.; who hence imagins himſelt- dear to Heaven, 
aſlumes the title of Martyr, conceives a vaſt opinion of 
his own Merits, and miſapples to his Follies all the Blef- 
ſings and Rewards promiſed to thoſe who ſuffer for Righ- Bonavene. 
teouſneſs ſake. S. Francis deſired nothing more than to <P- 6: 2- 
be reviled ; and when by his extravagant Actions he had 
acquired in his own Countrey the character of a Mad- 
man, and was thereupon uſually perſecuted with a train 
of Boys flinging dirt, ſtones, and jeers at him, he ſought 
not to undeceive the opinion of the Multirude, or avoid 
their importunate Clamours by withdrawing himſelf; but. 
raviſhed with joy, walked along as it were in triumph, 

| bleſſing 
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Viteleſchs, 
CAP. 19, 


;Boubours, |. 2. 
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bleſling himſelf that he was thought worthy to ſuffer for 
the name of Chriſt. Thus /gatizs alſo thought it highly 
meritorious to be on any account derided ; and it by 
chance any infolent Perſon threw ſtones at him, while 
he preached, or rotten Oranges, he returned to his Lodg- 
ing ſo contented and ſatisfied, as cannot eaſily be imagined. 
Being accuſed of heinous Crimes to the Inquiſitors of A4l- 
cala, he would not accept of an Advocate, which was 
offered to him, that ſo he might not loſe, through his own 
fault, ſo fair an occaſion of partaking in the Ignominies of 
the Croſs. Upon his refuſal to plead, the Inquiſitors clapt 
both him and his Companions into- Priſon, and load 
them with Chains, as Hereticks and ſeditious Perſons. 
Hereupon they ſing Pfalms, and give thanks to Heaven 
all night long, for being thought worthy to ſuffer for 
Righteouſneſs ſake. The other Priſoners brake Priſon ; 
and binding the Guards, make their eſcape. pnatius 
and his Diſciples will not make uſe of this opportunity, 
but ſtay.in'the Priſon. "This is exaggerated by the Wri-- 
ters of his Life as:an extraordinary mark of Chriſtian 
gallantry ; altho we ſhall have no great reaſon-to admire 
it, if we remember that their Legs were chained. Hows 
ever, it cannot be denied, to the honor of /gnatins; that- 


.he never bluſhed at any Reproach, nor was aſhamed of 


the moſt ridiculous Aftion. When he preached at Rome 
in /talian, that he might obtain the laughter and ſcorn 
of his Auditors, he would often intermix Spaniſh words, 
talk Gibberiſh, uſe Solecifſms, and break the Rules of 
Grammar. But of all his Actions of Humility, the 
moſt illuſtrious was his Adventure at Bologna. Going 
over the Draw-bridge there, he fell into the Ditch, and 
crept out ſoundly drencht and bedaubed with dung, In 
this condition he entred into the Town; and that he might 
the better triumph over the vanity of the World, and'ob- 
tain the happineſs of an univerſal Deriſion, he walked 

through 
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through all the larger and more frequented Streets of 
the City, begging of Alms, all covered with dung, as 
he was. This no doubt procured the deſired effect, di- 
verted the Rabble, pleaſed /znatins, loaded him with 
merit, and made him proof againſt all ſhame, 

Theſe effes of Enthuſiaſm , which I have already 
mentioned, however they be highly irrational, and con- 
trary to the-ſimplicity of the Chriſtian Religion, yet at 
leaſt they carry ſome ſhew of Piety, Abſtinence, Humi- 
lity-and Mortification along with them, which may da- 
zle the eyes of unwary People, and in an Ignorant Age 
paſs for real Sanity. But there are other Actions of 
Enthuſiaſts ſo extravagantly abſurd and ridiculous, that 
they can be aſcribed to no, other cauſe than the unac- 
countable Phrenſies of a diſturbed Brain ; to whoſe irre- 
gular Motions the Enthuſiaſt yielding a blind obedience, 
15 betrayed to the commiſſion of all thoſe Follies and Ab- 
ſurdities which an heated Imagination can invent or ſug- 
geſt. Theſe above all other Actions give the greateſt 
ſcandal tothe unthinking part of Mankind, as not to be 
palliated with any pretence of Piety ; and do infinite 
prejudice to the common Cauſe of Chriſtianity, while 
unlearned Perſons taking their meaſures of it from the 
Actions of reputed Saints, accuſe it: of Folly and Super- 
ſtition, :and believe it rather to have been deſigned for 

the Sport, than the Salvation of Mankind. St. Philip - 
Neri often cauſed (a) his Diſciples, and among them (a) Jac. Bae- 
the Great Baronius, to do many Ridiculous Actions, and [7312 M-c1u8, 
wall: the Streets in Antick Habits on purpoſe that they '* © ® 
might be derided. St. Francis, .as ſoon as he was con- 
verted, being drank with the Spirit, putting off his Bree- 
ches and all his Cloaths before a Multitude, ſaid to his 
Father, Zitherto I have called you Father here on Earth ; Bonavens. 
but now I may ſecurely ſay, Our Father which art in Fea- P: *- 
ves. Paſlirg into Hoſpitals, he kiſſeth the Hands and 

O Mouths 


Cap. 10. 


Cap. 8. 


Cap. 12. 


Cap.-16. : 


Golden Le- 
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Mouths of Lepers; waits upon them, waſheth their Feet, 
kiſſeth their Ulcers, and ſucks out the. filth of them. - 
Meeting a company of Beggars, he tears and cuts his 
Cloths in pieces to diſtribute them-to them, not being 
able to ſtay till he could-pull therh off. Travelling in 
the Road, he ſings Palms all along with a loud voice:; 
and whenſoever the Spirit moves him, kneels down in 
the Streets, or dirt, to pray. Imagining himſelf com- 
manded by God to repair his decayed Houſe, he ſerves 
the Maſons zratzs in repairing of Churches. Retiring 
alone into the Woods, he fills them with ſighs and groans, 
and bedews them with tears ; beats his Breaſt with his 
fiſt, and continually talks to God, as he were preſent 
with him. Whenſoever heehears the name of Chriſt, 
he licks his lips, as if he felt ſome ſweetneſs in the ſound. 
He gives the title of Brother or Siſter to the meaneſt 
Beaſts, even Worms and Flies; and thinks it meritorious 
to redeem Lambs from —_— ALamb being preſen- 
ted to Hirti, he daily reads letions of Inftruftion to it, and 


-enjoins to 1t.great attention'in praiſing God. 'The Lamb 


in a little while becomes illymmated, Eneels reverentl: 
in time of Divine Service, bleats before the Altar of the 
Bleſſed Virgin in an humble poſture ; and (to the eter- 
nal conviction of all Hereticks) Kneels down at the 'ele- 
vation of the Hoſt. Finding a flock of Birds or Graf- 
oppers, he preacheth to them ; then fers a Pſalm, 
and invites them to joyn with him in praiſing God: On 
Chriſtmas Eve he gets a company of Afles and Oxen into 


a Stable, reads Maſs at the Manger, and makes a Ser- 
mon. to them. He feareth to touch Lights, Lamps 


or Candles, becauſe he would: not defile them with his 
hands. Walks gingerly upon the ſtones, in honour of 


gend. fol.264. him who was. called Szone,  Gathers the ſmall Worms 


out of the way, that they may not be trod on by Paſſen- 
gers : and feareth even to kill the Vermin of his Body. 
Saint 
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Saint Macarius had done penance by going naked fix 14.in vita Ms: 
months in the Deſert, and ſuffering hmſclf to be ſtung of 47: 

Flies, for having Killed a Flea, Not only Animals, but 

the very Elements did St. Francis imagine to ke endued 

with underſtanding. For being in « grievous ſickneſs 
neceſlitated to admit a Cauteriſm, he thus beſpeaks the Bonavent. 
Fire. My Brother Fire, God hath created thee beyond al} P: 5- 
other things, handſome, and vertuous, and fair, and uſe- 

ful ; Be thou kind and courteous to me in this moment. 

Now ſee the force of an eloquent Complement ; the Fire 

is applied, but doth not burn him. Being one day full 

of the Spirit, he calls together the People of 4/i/ram, en- 

ters into the great Church, cauſeth a Rope to be faſtned 

to his Neck, aad commands himſelf to be drawn naked in 

the ſight of all to a Stone, on which Malefactors were 

wont to be placed before their Execution. Getting upon Cap. 6. 
this, he preacheth naked to the People in a cold Seaſon, 

confeſſeth himſelf to be a very great Sinner, a carnal 

Man, and a Glutton. This Phrenzy could not be ended 

but with his Life : in the laſt period of which, he com- 

mands himſelf to be carried into the Church, and to be 

there laid naked upqn the ground, that he might expire 

in the ſight of all the People, and boaſt before them that Cap. 15- 

he left the World as naked as he entred ir, disburdened 

of all Poſſeſſions. Thoſe many ridiculous Actions, which 

I have already related of /gnatius, might juſtly ſuperſede 
any-farther labour ; yet at leaſt to equal the Merits of 

St. Francis, I will produce ſome few Inſtances of ano leſs 
extravagant Folly. In his retirement at. Manreze, feel- Boubours, 1. x 
ing ſome temptations of Vain-glory, he enters into an 

Hoſpital, and applies himſclt to ſerve the ſick Perſons, Viteleſchs, 
licks their Sores, and ſucks out the filth of their Ulcers. does vi 
As ſoon as he was made General of his Order, the firſt to * 20 
thing he did, was to ſerve in the Ritchin in quality of a | 
Scullion ; where for ſome while he executed the moſt - "7h 
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vile and ſordid Offices. Sending for his. Mpanions 
from France to Yenice, he inftructs them to ſing Plalms 
as they travelled in the Road, and when the Spirit mo- 


1£ 7 


_ Boybours,1. 3. Ved, to kneel down and pray. They punctually per- 


Boubours , 
I, 2. 
Vitelleſchi, 
Cap. 20. 


form his Inſtrutions, travel through Heretical Coun- 
tries,with Beads about their Necks; and out of the abun- 
dance of their zeal, refuſe to eat with any Lutheran Mi- 
niſter, as fearing ſome Contagion from him. While he 


| ſtudied at Paris, he had often in vain employed his Rea- 


ſon to convert a Fornicator, who held an unlawful com- 
merce with a Woman living in a Village near the City. 


Buſſieres, 1. 1. Ignatius watcheth his walk by a Ponds ſide in a froſty 


C. I4. 


Vitelleſchi, 
cap. 19, 


Buſfieres, 1. 2. 


C. 15, 


Morning. Perceiving him coming, he ſtrips himſelf, 
and runs into the Water up to the Chin. The Man 
coming by, he calls to him , thunders out damnation 
againſt him, tells him, that he there did .penance for 
him, and intended by the cold, which he voluntarily 
undertook, to temper the ardent heat of his Luſt, being 
reſolved to continue. this praCtice every day till he ſhould 
be converted. To produce no more examples, the con- 
ſtant Flouts and Deriſions of the Rabble, which for many 
years after his converſion attended him at his entrance 
into any Town, demonſtrate that all his Actions had 
ſomewhat ridiculous in them, which might excite and 
deſerve the laughter of the Vulgar. Certainly Folly may 
be advanced to a: great” perfection, when it is atteed 
and elaborate ; and the Enthuſiaſt is ambitious of being 
.ingeniouſly ridiculous. Our Saint thought zt a great per- 
fettion to be eſteemed a Fool + and therefore often reſol- 
ved, and earneſtly deſired to cover himſelf with horns, 
and in that equipage march through the Streets. of Rome. 
But whether it were that the Fates envied his happineſs, 
or he were afraid to provoke the 'Roman Citizens by fo 
ſignificant-a Ceremony, he never enjoyed the honour of 

that glorious Proceſſion. 
Theſe 
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Theſe are the moſt natural and ordinary effes of En- 
thuſiaſm, which I have already mentioned. However, 
becauſe in England we have a race of Enthuſiaſts, who 
are chiefly taken notice of for denying to give to any the 
titles of their Dignity , or uſual ceremonies of Reſpect 
introduced in all civil Countries; I will conſider /zna- 
fits even on this account, and therein demonſtrate that 
he was in nothing inferior to the moſt ridiculous En- 
thuſiaſts of any denomination whatſoever. Among 0+ 
ther Errors, into which he was carried headlong by a 
violent, and as himſelf thought, infallible Imagination, 
none of the leaſt was his falſe notion of a Chriſtian Sim: 
plicity ; which he imagined to conſiſt not in a ſober de- 
portment, and unaffected gravity, but in ating pub- 
lickly alf the Follies of- an unthinking Ideot, in manife- Orlandsn. 
ſting a moroſe behaviour, and declaring open war againſt Hiſt. Soc. Jeſu, 


]. 1. num. 44. - 


the innocent Civilities of the Polite World. Hence he ne- 3ujieres, 1.1. 
ver gave to%others in diſcourſe any titles of Reſpect ; but c. 7. 

in talking with Perſons preſent, treated them with the ——_ Ie 
friendly compellation of 7hou and Thee ; and-in ſpeaking © ? 

of Perſons abſent, called them only by their Common 

Names : nay, ſtudiouſly endeavoured ever after his Con- 

verſion to converfe with Great Men and Princes in a rude 

and- clowniſh manner. As for Oaths, he was ſo far from v;zel:/ch;, 
making uſe of them, that out of a ſcrupulous concern <p. 8. 
for Truth, he thought it unlawful even to uſe ſuperla- 

tive words. To give one memorable Inſtance of this En- 
'thuſiaſtick Behaviour. Returning from Yevice to Spain, ygygrue, 1; x, 
his way lay through the Spaniſh and French Camps, c. 15. 
which had then declared war againſt each other (tho 0r{«ndinus, 
\Maffeius faith he might have taken another way, and 
eſcaped all danger, it he. had not been kd with the am- 

bition of being eſteemed: a Fool.) © The, Spaniſh Guard pen/chs, 
apprehended him, took him tor a Spy ,\ treated. him cap. 6. 
rudely, ſfript him naked, whipt him ſoundly, and then 

| | . 7 carried. 
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carried him to their General. - As he was leading away, 
he bethought himſelf, (or as the Writers of his Life ay, 
was tempted by the Devil.) to make himſelf known 
who he was , that 1o he night eſcape Reproaches and 
Stripes. But immediately carrecting himſelf for his baſe 
Orlandin. Cowardiſe, and deſertion of his magnanimons Reſolu- 
Hiſt. Soc. Jeſu, tjon to take up the. Croſs of Chriſt, he.refolyed to pu- 
1 n-4% nith himſelf for it, and'to counterfeit the Fool and Ideot, 
that he might be beaten the more ſeverely. He doth ſo, 
plays the Fool before the General, denieth to him the 
civility of his Hat, and the common terms of reſpe&t 
due to a: Perfon of his Quality, and dreaming 'out his 
words, denies himfelf to be a Spy. The General takes 
him for a Fool, and is angry with -the Soldiers for 
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' 'by St. Ignatius. ' Io: | 
_ I might produce many other properties and effects of 
| Enthuſiaſm ; 
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Enthuſiaſm ; and among theſe the perpetual inconſtancy 
which attends their Actions and Reſolutions. © For ſince 
the Enthuſtaſt wholly reſigns up himſelf ro the directions 
of an irregular Imagination, which is often diſturbed 
with various, and ſometimes contrary motions of the 
ſpirits, it cannot be avoided that his Thoughts and Re- 
ſolutions ſhould be no leſs fortuitous than are their mo- 
tions ; that while the motion continueth violent and 
rapid, he ſhould feel a ſenſible pleaſure, and imagine 
himſelf overflowed with Divine Confolations ; when it 
grows languid and ceaſeth, he ſhould be reduced to ex- 
treme deſpair, and exchange his ſublime Raptures with 
melancholly Ideas of his own Condition : that what at 
one time is accounted a vertue, and no ſmall perfection, 


ſhall at other times be:contemned, and perhaps eſteemed - 


unlawful; and that the motions of his Will ſhould be no 
leſs variable than the conceptions of his Underſtanding. 
This alone might abundantly reftite all pretences of Dj- 
vine Impulſe; fince-the Dictates of the Holy Ghoſt are 
conſtant and invariable, and can no more be altered, 
than can the reaſon and nature of things. 1gnatius ſoon 


after his 'converſion began to be. afflifted with Scruples, Boubours, 1. 1. 


and wants his former interior. Conſolations. Sometimes in 
his Prayer he” found nothing but drineſs. and auxiety, Sime- 
times oh a flood of- Conſolations would ſuddenly return, that 
he was even overwhelmed and tranſported out of himſelf. 
But theſe had no continuance. He found himſelf. often'preci- 
patated from an illuminated ſlate into: deſolation and dark- 
eſs. At his firſt converſion, being led, as he imagined, 
by theinfpiration'of the Holy Ghoſtzhe reſolved to clothe 
Himſelf in rags, to beg his Bread, .to go barefoot, preach 
the Goſpel in the Holy Land, and continue” theſe Auſte- 
rities and Employments all his. life. Many months had 
not paſſed before he changed his auſtere penitential Dreſs 
into a more decent Habit, put on Shooes, and ſuffered 


his 
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his Reſolutions of preaching in Pale/tine, at firſt to cool, 
and at laſt to vaniſh. The itch of begging continued 
longer. In his Voyage to Paleſtine he dared not ſo much 
as to carry Proviſions with him, laid down his Money 
at the Sea-ſhore; and touching at Cajera, when ſome 
Spaniards beſtowed fome Money on him, he preſently 
was troubled in Conſcience. for having taken it , and 
accuſed himſelf of it to God in his Prayer, and gave it 
all away to the next Poor he met. Finding his Studies 
to go on flowly at Barcelona, he diminiſheth his Auſte- 
rities yet farther, leaves of his fantaſtick Habit, and 
Iron Chain, and retrencheth his ſeven hours of Prayer, 
Following the Light which he then had, that we may and 
ought on ſome occaſions leave God for God, - Retiring to 
Paris, he is fatisfied in Conſcience, that he may quit 
his Evangelical Poverty, and lawfully raiſe a fund of 
Money. Soon.after he grows perfe&tly weary of his beg- 
ging Life , doubts whether it is lawful ; and propoſed - 
this queſtion to the Sorbon, Whether a Gentleman re» 
n:uncing the World to follow Jeſus Chriſt, and wandring 
through ſeveral Countries to beg Alms, doth any thing 
againft Conſcience. He acquieſced indeed in the nega- 
tive Determination of the Sorbox; yet remitted his St 
ardor fo far, that he, who had thought it- a difhdence 
of Divine Providence, to make any Proviſions for-him- 
ſelf in a long Voyage, was content to take a Journey in- 
to Spain, to ſettle his own, and his Companions Afﬀairs. 
For many years after his Converſion, he had ambitiouſ- 
ly courted the: Contempt of the World, and eſteemed 
Diſgrace his greateſt happineſs ; yet when he came to 
Rome, he renounced this Self-reſtgnation , and thence- 
forth ſtood upon his Pun&tilios of Honour ; inſomuch, 
as being accuſed by a Piemonteſe Prieſt, of Hereſy and 
Sorcery, and at laſt beyond hope acquitted, he ſollicired 
earneſtly , to have a ſentence juridically paſſed to re- 
main 
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main upon Record, and after long Sollicitation obtained 
it. Laſtly, however he placed his ſupreme happineſs in 
thoſe imaginary Conſolations, which he believed him- 
ſelf to receive from God in Prayer, and was wont to de- 
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ſpair when he found himſelf to want them; he ſomes 1g. 1 5, 


times prayed to our Lord, not to give him any inward 
Conſolations, that ſo his Love might be more pure and 
diſintereſled. Such frequent changes of Reſolution, ar- 
gue that the Principle of his Actions was no other than 
a volatile and diſturbed Imagination, no fixed and ſtable 
Judgment founded on true Notions of the Nature of mo: 
ral and religious Actions ; much leſs the impulſe of an in- 
fallible Spirit. 

There remains one Phrenzy peculiar to the Enthuſiaſts 
of the Church of Rome, which deſerveth ſome Obſerva- 
tion, before we cloſe this Argument; I mean their imagi- 
nary fighting with Devils, whom theſe vifionaries Fan- 
cy to appear frequently before their Eyes, to put on di. 
vers Shapes, and play a thouſand antick Tricks. This 
indeed is natural to thoſe Enthuſiaſts, who propoſe to 
themſelves the imitation of Legendary Saints, who in 
their Lives are repreſented to fight with Devils, no 
leſs continually than Knights Errant are in Romances to 
fight with Giants. J/pnatins raiſed the whole Model of 
his imaginary Perfe&tion from reading the lives of Saints ; 
and therefore may be pardoned if he were tranſported 
with a furious Ambition of fighting Devils, or rather the 
Phantaſms of his own diſturbed Brain. The Devil it ſeems 
uſed to perſecute both him and St. Francis moſt terribly ; 
yet to ſpare the infirmity of theſe puny Saints, he never 
appeared to them under thoſe monſtrous ſhapes where- 
with he was wont to terrify the ancient Saints. To them 
he preſented himſelf under the ſhape of a Lyon, a Dragon, 


a Bear, or a Crocodile; and to St. Macarius, under the gen x «- 
ſhape of fo tall a Giant, that he reached Heaven ; but gend, f. 70, 
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Capgrave Le- 
gend. Nov. 
London, 1516, 
fol. 172. 
Buſſieres, |, 1. 
C. 2, 


Vitelleſchs , 
C. 16, 
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to our latter Saints he preſents himſelf under a more amia- 
ble ſhape (as knowing their weak ſide) either of a hand- 
ſom Woman,or a purſe of Money. Thus the Devil peeping . 
one evening into St, Francis Cell, with a pretty Face and 
glancing Eye, excited in the poor Saint an horrible Com- 
motion of the Fleſh. Another time caſting himſelf in his 
way, in the ſhape of a large purſe of Money, he would 
have tempted him to the Violation of his Evangelical 
Poverty, by taking up the Purſe ; but here the Saint was 
too cunning for the Devil. He is aware of the Strata- 
gem, forbids his Companions to take up the Purſe, unleſs 
with Intention of abuſing the Devil in it. The Devil 
ſmells out their deſign, turns into a Serpent, and runs 
away. Upon which St. Francis made this worthy remark; 
Beloved, Money is nothing elſe but the Devil, One Night 
the Devil got into his Pillow, and diſturbed the good 
mans ſleep ; but St. Francis ſoon made him weary of 
that, for he ordered the Pillow to be taken away, and 
the Devil tobe ſhaken out into no very wholeſom place. 
Nothing without doubt can be more edifying, than to 
read the ſtratagems and counterſtratagems of the Devil, 
and the Saints. But above all, recommend me to our 
Countryman St. G«uthlac, who when the Devils diſturbed 
the Workmen in building the Monaſtery of Croyland, 
forced them in part of Penance to build the whole Abby 
Church with their own hands. As ſoon as /gnatius was 
converted, the Devils endeavoured to bury him in the 
ruins of an Earthquake ; and when that would not ſuc- 
ceed, deluded him in appearing often in the Air before 
his Eyes, in a ſenſible Image, under the ſhape of a Body 
compoſed of many Stars. /gnatins for a long while knew 
not what this Apparition meant. But one day knee- 
ling before the Croſs, he received an internal Light, 


-which aſſured him that it was no other than an Illuſion 


of the wicked Spirit. Afterwards, whenſoever /gnatins 
ſaw 
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ſaw it, he took his ſtaff and brandiſhing it in the Air, 

beat the Apparition, which thereupon diſappeared, For 

you muſt know, The Devil feared no Mortal like Igna- Ribadeneira, 

tius ; he trembled at the very ſight of his ſtaff, with ©P: *8. 

which gnatius was wont to drive him away , when g1oria 5 as 

he appeared to him, as he often did, under monſtrous naziz, cap. 5. 

ſhapes. Lodging in an haunted Chamber at Barcelona, 

his Preſence A terrified the Spirits which appeared to 999% 1.2. 

him, that they never after dared to approach that Cham- 

ber. In Demoniacks, his very Name would ſcare the 

Devils, and make them fly before him. Nay, his very 1a, 1. 6. 

Pifture at laſt grew terrible to the Powers of Hell, and 

made them fly without reſiſtance. Even his Letters drave 

away evil Spirits from a Colledg, which was haunted by 

them, when the ordinary Exorciſms of the Church could 

not. As ſoon as the Letter was publickly read in the 

Houſe, the Noiſe ceaſed, and the Spectres diſappeared. 

St. Francis enjoyed fo unlimited a Power over Devils, z,,...,. 

that if he commanded them in Virtue of their Obedi- cap. 12. 

ence, to go out of poſleſt Perſons, they dared not to 

diſobey. Particularly coming to Arezzo, which was 

greviouſly diſturbed with inteſtine Seditions ; 'he ſaw a 

company of Devils leaping and ſporting in the Air over 

the City, and inciting the Citizens to mutual Slaugh- 

ter. He commands Brother Sylveſter, to command the 

Devils in Virtue of their Obedience to be gone quickly. 

Sylveſter goes to the Gate, and makes Proclamation 

with a loud Voice. The Devils without expecting a 

ſecond Summons, run away ; whereupon the Citizens 

- are preſently reconciled. Poor Apollonius was forced to 
o farther about, when he had to do with the Devil, whom 

he could diſlodg no otherwiſe than by opprobrious Con- 

tumelies and Railings ; or at leaſt, by making him _ 

ſoundly Drunk. Yet this may be alledged to the Ho- * ns, 

nour of the Heathen Philoſopher , that he once+ killed <6 1.6, _ 

F 2 the 


Cap, 6, 


I O00 


Id. 1.4.c. 5. 


The Enthufiaſm of 


the Devil, which is more than ever our Chriſtian Saints 


could perform. For aſpying a little ſorry Fellow to 


walk in the Market of Epheſus , he aſſured the People 
it was the Devil, and perſwaded them to ſtone him. 
They do ſo, and then removing the Stones, inſtead of 
a Man, find only a great black Dog Iying dead. How- 
ever, if all which our Hiſtorians relate of /gnativs and 
St. Francis, be true, they exerciſed an arbitrary and un- 
limited Power over the Devils, fave only in the caſe 
of Life and Death. But ſee how a goodly Story is like 
to be marred by the Imprudence of the Relators. The 
Devil it ſeems, owed them a turn, and revenged himſelf 
upon their Memory. For the fame Hiſtorians relate, 
that the Devil, far from being afraid at their Names, 


| their Pictures, or their Letters, ſometimes ſeized upon 


' their very Bodies, and handled them very roughly. 


Bonavent, 
Cap. 6, 


Ribad. c. 18. 


Gloria S. Ip- 


natas, Cap. 7. 


Golden Le- 
gend. in vita 
S. Antoni. 


Thus St, Francis being once perſwaded to betray his Hu- 
mility fo far, as to accept a Lodging in a Cardinals 
Palace, was at night moſt unmercifully beaten by the 
Devils, and left for dead. /gnatius was often moſt cruelly 
ſcourged by the Devil ; more eſpecially, one Night at 
Rome, when the Devil catch't him by the Throat, and 
ſqueezed him ſo hard, that the Saint ſtraining himſelf 
to call upon the Name of Jeſus, continued hoarſe ma- 
ny days after. However theſe Baſtinadoes might for 
2-while mortify the Saints, and intirely blaſt the re- 
pute of their arbitrary command over the Devils; yet 
at leaſt they conferred this benefit upon them, that 
hereby they more nearly reſembled the ancient Heroes 
of the Legend ; among whom the Great St. Antony un- 
derwent the ſame fate. For unadviſedly peeping into 
the hole of a Rock, and diſcovering there a whole neſt 
of Devils, the Devils fallied out upon him, and beat 
him ſo unmercifully, that his Servans carried him away 


for dead. 
Not 
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Not only in this reſpect were the Writers of his Life 
injurious to the Memory of /gxatius, in not telling their 
Story plauſibly, and without any repugnance between 
the ſeveral parts of it ; but alſo by their: improvident 
zeal to raiſe the Honour and Grandeur of their Saint, 
have ſo imprudently repreſented many of his moſt illu- 
ſtrious and wonderful Actions, that we might juſtly ſu- 
ſpe& the concurrence of evil Spirits in the performance 
of them, if we either believed the truth of thoſe Actions, 
or were ready to admit any iuch ſuſpicions. When he 
firſt dedicated himſelf to the Bleſſed Virgin, as ſoon as 
he had ended his Prayer, he heard a mighty noiſe, the 
Houſe trembled, all the Windows of the Chamber were 
broke, and a rent made in the Wall, which remaineth to 
this day. This Boahours woula gladly attribute to God, rip. r. 
teſtifying thereby the acceptance of /gnatias his Prayers, 
as formerly of the Prayers of the Apoſtles, by a like ſign; 
However he doth not deny that it might poſſibly have 
been cauſed by the Devil, who by that Earthquake endea- 
voured to puta period to /znatias his Life. Buſſieres makes L. 1. c. 2. 
nodoubt of it, but confidently affirms it to have been cau- 
ſed by the Devil. A little after the Devil excited in him Boubours, 1. 1. 
an extraordinary nauſeouſneſs of the Hoſpital, into which 
he had voluntarily entred, and ſhame to fee himſelf in 
the company of Beggars. At Manreze he appeared to Virel/chi, 
him in the Habit of an honeſt Young man, diſſvading *** 5 
him from the uſe of fo great Auſterities. While he lear- 
ned the Latin Tongue at Barcelona, the Devil, to hinder Boubours, 1.2. 
his Learning, inſtigated him to pradtices of Piety, filled 
him with Conſolations, raiſed in him ſuch tender ſentiments 
of God, that all the time of his ſtudy was ſpent in devout 
Thoughts. Of the Demoniacks, which he diſpoſſeſſed, ſome 14. 1. 6. 
were lifted up into the Air ; and himſelf, in time of 16: | 2. 
Prayer, was often ſeen to be raiſed from rhe ground, and 
be elevated in the Air. From this penduJous poſture - 

Procopins 


lO2 
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(a) Hiſt-Arcan. Procopius (a) concludes that Juſtinian the Emperor was 3 


Veellſchi, 


Cap. 19, 


Boubours, |. 3. 


Id, 1. E. 


Devil,and no man. That Apparition of the Devils hovering 
in the Air before his Eyes in form of Stars, he miſtook a 
long while for an Angelical Viſion, nd effect of the Di- 
vine Favour to him. When a Spaniſh Maid was brought 
to him under the notion of a Demonzack, raging with vio- 
lent contortions over all her Body ; he aſſerted ſhe was 
not poſleſt, and that thoſe extraordinary motions pro- 
ceeded from a natural cauſe ; and that it the Devil had 
any part in it, it was only in diſturbing the Imagination 
of the ſick Perſon. Laſtly, being told of a Religious 
Woman at Bologna, endued with an extraordinary gift 
of Prayer, and having frequent Raptures and Extaſles, 
during which ſhe had no ſenſe of feeling, altho fire were 
applied to her : he aſlures Ribadeneira, that God indeed 
did operate in his Soul, and abundantly infuſe into it the 
©nition of his Spirit ; but that this happened rarely, and 
ouly to Perſons much in favour with God : whereas the De- 
vil, who could af nothing upon the Soul, (I know not how 
this can be reconciled with the former aſſertion ) was 
wont to Counterfeit externally Divine Operations,and by ſuch 
appearances impoſe upon the Credulous. That this was 
the caſe of the Nun; as in eſte it was afterwards found 
out, that all her pretended Holineſs was but an Illuſion 
of a Wicked Spirit. If then the Devil can externally coun- 
terfeit Divine Operations, ſuſpend the Senſes, and cauſe 
extraordinary Extaſies and Raptures of the Soul ; and by 
theſe Impoſtures procure to any.one a great repute of 
fanQity and devotion in the Church of Rome ; It he can 
diſturb the Imagination of Men,without poſlefling their 
Bodies, or taking from them the liberty of their Will ; 
If /znatzus aftually miſtook an Illuſion of the Devil for 
2 Divine Favour ; and was often obſerved in the ſame 
pendulous poſture with Demonziacks; If the Devil ſome- 
times inſpired him with good Thoughts and Reſolutions, 
as 
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as well as at other times diverted him from them; Laſtly, 
if it beuncertain which miraculous Actions of /gnatzus are 
to be aſcribed to God, and which to the Devil : it cannot 
but remain infinitely doubtful, whether God or the De- 
vil had the greater thare in the Actions of gnatins ; 
whether he ated by the power and impulſe of the for- 
mer, or. by the aſſiſtance and ſuggeſtion of the latter. 

It cannot be pretended that the Church, by giving 
atteſtation to the ſanctity of his Life, and the truth of 
his Miracles in his Canonization, hath removed all ſuſ- 
picions of this nature, and vindicated the Memory of 7z- 
natius from all poſſibility of diſadvantageous Scruples. 
For till the late Jeſuits of C/ermont propoſed their The- 
ſes, it never was pretended that the Church, much leſs 
the Pope, is infallible in determining matters of tact ; 
and that the Pope in atteſting the ſanity of /gnarius 
was actually deceived, and impoſed upon the credulous 
World, I will undeniably demonſtrate. In the Bull of A ſua conver- 
his Canonization the Pope affirmeth, that from the time f9nc oa 
of his Converſion no word or action proceeded from him, jenſum 5k 
which can be accounted a mortal Sin. Deſpair of the Di- dictum fa- 
vine Mercy is by Divines commonly accounted the grea- — 
teſt of all Sins ; and even this may receive greater or leſs eſſe peccatum 
aggravations as it is moxe or leſs unreaſonable. /gxatias morrale. Bulla 
committed this ſin in the moſt aggravating circumſtan- ©®vmzat- 
ces, ſome while after his Converſion, when he had recei- 
ved frequent Illuminations from Heaven, had enjoyed in- 
finite Raptures and Extaſies, performed ſtupendious acts 
of apparent Charity, and undergone the moſt fevere ex- 
erciſes of external Mortification ; which if they be indeed 
acceptable to God, as the Admirers of gnatius, and the 
Church of Rome imagine, might reaſonably recommend 
him not only to the Mercy, but even the Favour of God. 
Yet notwithſtanding all theſe Advantages, he fell into rib. r. 


a molt horrible Deſpair, which Bouhours thus deſcribeth. 
l | Soon 
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-Soon after his penitential Auſterities performed at Max- 
reze, he began to be afflicted with Scruples, and want 
his former interior Conſolations ; and he finds himſelf 
precipitated into a ſtate of deſolation and darkneſs. His 
Scruples and Deſpair increaſe ; He doubteth whether he 
had confeſſed all his Sins, and with all their circum- 
ſtances, ( altho his Confeſſion had laſted three whole 
days.) To diſlipate theſe Doubts, he hath recourſe to 
Prayer ; but the more he prays, the more his Doubts 
and Fears increaſe upon him. Every ſtep he made, he 
thought he ſtumbled and offended God, imagining there 
to be ſin, where there was not the leaſt ſhadow of it ; 
and always diſputing with himſelf about the ſtate of his 
Conſcience, not being able to decide what is ſin, and 
what not. In theſe conflifts of mind he groans, he 
ſighs, he crieth out, he throws himſelf upon the ground 
like a man tormented with pain, but for the moſt part 
keeps a mournful ſilence. Being wont to communicate 
every Sunday, it now happened to him more than once, 
that being ready to communicate, his troubles of mind 
ſo redoubled upon him, that he retired from the Holy 
Table full of confuſion and deſolation. After many 
unprofitable debates, wherein his Underſtanding was 
loſt, it entred into his thoughts, That obedience only 
could cure him ; and that his pains would ceaſe, if his 
Confeſlor ſhould command him entirely to forget all* 
things paſt. He doth ſo; but his Scruples continue. 
He redoubleth his Exerciſes of Piety ; but finding no 
relief either from Earth or Heaven, he believeth that 
God had forſaken him, and that his Damnation was 
moſt certain. The Dominicans out of pity take him 
into their Houſe, but can give him no comfort. He 

falls ingo a dark melancholly, and being one day in his 

Cell, he had the thought of throwing himſelf out of the 
Window. to end his miſery. But Heaven by force re- 


{trained 
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ſtrained him againſt his will, Then remembring the 
precedent of an old Hermit, he ſet himſelf to faſting ; 
and reſolved to eat nothing till God ſhould hear him. 
Accordingly he faſted ſeven whole days without eating 
or drinking, but without ſucceſs. His Confeſlor at laſt 
commanded him to. break his faſt. He doth fo; and is 
on the ſudden for ever freed from all his Scruples. Cer- 
tainly if all irregular conducts of the Will, be Sins, and 
an irrational Deſpair the greateſt of all Sins;this of 7zxa- 
tius was ſuch a complicated Sin, as few examples can 
equal. But, it ſeems, Herefie alters the nature of Ver- 
tue and Vice. Such a Deſpair in a Prote/tant would have 
deſerved damnation ; whereas in a Romi/h Saant it was 
ſo far meritorious, that if we may believe Bouhours, God lbid. 
in reward of it beſtowed upon him the gift of curing 
Scrupulous Conſciences. 

Upon occaſion of this ready gbedience paid by 1gnatins 
to the Commands of his Confeſſor, I will take farther - 
notice of the ſame blind ſubmiſſion obſerved by him 
through the whoſe courſe of his Life. Whether the 
Principles of the Church of Rome do not naturally lead 
to ſuch a blind obedience to the dictates of every private 
Confeſlor, and thereby reſolve the Faith of all particular 
Chriſtians into the private opinion of an ignorant, and 
perhaps Heretical Prieſt, I will not now enquire : but 
certainly /gnatius practiſea this blind ſubmiſſion in the 
utmoſt extravagance ; inſomuch, as if he had adhered 
to his own Principles, or we may judge from his other 
Actions, he muſt have renounced Chriſtianity, and even 
natural Religion, if his Confeſlor had ſo commanded 
him. His notion of a perfect obedience, which we be- 
fore mentioned, ſheweth this ; and his Actions put it be- 
yond all doubt. He declared upon all occaſions his re- Bouboure, 
ſolution blindly to obey his Eccleſiaſtical Judge; and'|- 2.3. 

Q when 
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when he preached at Venice, he propoſed this as a firſt 
principle to all, That true Chriſtians ought to ſubmit 
themſelves to the deciſion of the Church, with the fim- 
plicity of an Infant. Being tried before the Inquifitors 
for no leſs than a capital Crime, he refuſed to anſwer 
till his Eccleſiaſtical Superiors ſhould command him. 
Apollonins in a like caſe had refuſed to move his Tongue 
after a Vow of five years ſilence, when he was falſly 
accuſed of an horrid Crime, and in great danger of be- 
ing executed. However , if it be a venial Sin for a 
Man to facrifice his Life to his Folly ; it is no leſs than a 
mortal one deliberately to commit ani action, which he is 
perſwaded in his own Conſcience to be unlawful. 7g- 
atius in- his Voyage to Fersſalem thought it utterly un- 
lawful, and contrary to Evangelical Poverty, to carry 
any Proviſions along with him. Yet being reſolved by 
his Confeſſor to the contrary, he ers" 4 did that out of 
obedience, which he durſt not do of himſelf, and made pro- 
viſion for his Voyage. This Folly at laſt proceeded fo 
far, that renouncing the liberty of his Will, and uſe of 
his Reaſon, he would not venture upon any indifferent 
Action without conſulting his Confeſfſor : as if with 
St. Francis he wanted a Guardian, who might in alt 
things dire his Actions, and command his Will. When 
an unskilful Phyſician in his ſickneſs adminiſtred to him 
hurtful remedies, and proceeded contrary to: the nature 


_ of his Diſtemper, and gratis fully knew all this; he 
would not once open his mouth againſt it; —_ he 
* efteemed it meritorious, and a point of Religion, to obey in 
. all things. When he was unanimouſly eleRed General 


of his Order by a method of Ele&tion which himſelf 
preſcribed ; he refuſed to accept the Office., unleſs he 
thould be commanded by his Conteſſor. So the Jew re- 
fuſed to go on Shipboard on the Sabbath-day, till he was 


beaten 
% 
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beaten thither by the Janizary whom he had hired to 
do it. 

If then an irrational deſpair of the Mercy of God, 
and an intire Renunciation of the uſe of Reaſon, may 
be accounted Sins; we have abundantly demonſtrated 
the Pope to have been widely miſtaken in celebrating 
the Sandtity of /gnatius. It we ſhould carry our En- 
quiries yet farther ; we might perhaps diſcover other no 
leſs Infirmities, which would ruin the ſuppoſed Sandti- 
ty of Ignatius, and the Truth of the Papal Aſſertion of 
it, at the ſame time. We might ſuſpe&t him to have 
been guilty of many other Vices after his Converſion: 
For before it, all Writers allowed him to have been py, t : 
abandoned to the utmoſt degree of Debauchery and Maffins, l. 1. 
Immorality. His mean and unworthy thoughts of ©": 
the Nature and Excellency of God, appear from many 
Actions before related, and may be farther manifeſted 
from his frequent imagining to ſee God and the Holy 
Trinity, before his Eyes, in a corporeal Repreſentation; 
from his endeavouring to bribe him in favour of his Or- . 
der, by oftering up to him three thouſand Maſſes, and: Mafrine, 1.2. 
from his ſeeking to acquire the favour of God, by the © 12. 
practice of fooliſh Superſtitions. We cannot but ſu- 
ſpect him to have been inclined to Revenge and Cruel- 
ty, if we remember that all the Ships, Paſſengers and 
Mariners, which refuſed to carry him gratis, going and 
returning from the Holy Land, were caſt away ; that 
Lopez Mendoza, for lightly reviling him, was in a few 
hours burnt to Aſhes. That when General of his Order, 
he frequently chaſtiſed the Novices ſo ſeverely with his 
own hands, that ſome of them died of the blows, by * Apud Lu 
the Atteſtation of Zoffzus *, a profeſſed Jeſuit in his _ Jean? 
own Colledg, and an Eye-witneſs,; and that all this is 1.1. « 1. in | 
copfirmed by the Teſtimony of Sa/manaſar, a Jeſuit of init- 
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Naples, who deſcribes [znatius to have been of a fierce, 
ſevere, and cruel Diſpoſition” His turbulent and un- 
quiet Temper appears from his being condemned in 
the Colledg at Paris, to be whipt publickly for diſtur- 
bing his Fellow-Students ; and from his valedictory 
form, wherewith he diſmiſſed all the Fathers of his So- 
ciety, whom he ſent in Miſſion, /te emnia accendite & 
inflammate, Go, put all in Flames, and ſet the World on 
Fire : Words, ofich I ſuppoſe he uſed in Emulation of 
St. Dominick ; whoſe Mother, while yet with Child, 
dreamed She had a Whelp in her Belly, carrying a 
Torch in his Mouth, which ſet the whole World in 
Flames. That /gxatius was addicted ro Lying and Equi- 
vocation, may be ſuſpeted from his behaviour to his 
own Brother , who perceiving him fallen into a religi- 
ous Phrenzy at his firſt Converſion, was refolved by all 
means to divert it. Jgnatius not knowing how to leave 
his Brothers Caſtle of Loyola handſomely, without dif- 
covering his Intentions, borrows a Horfe, and a Ser- 
vant of him, aſſuring him that he went only to viſit 
the Duke of Najara, their Neighbour. Being at ſome 
diſtance from the Caſtle, he ſends back the Servant, 
and rides away to Montſerrat , where he enters upon a 
religious Life. After many years, returning in triumph 
to Loyola, he takes up his Lodging in an Hoſpital ; but 
at laſt being overcome by the earneſt Importunities of 
his Brother, promiſeth to him faithfully to lodg with 
him.in the Caſtle. He goeth thither, lodgeth there 
one Night, and next Morning betimes ſteals back to 
the Hoſpital, thinking he had now fully fatisfied his 
Promiſe; and refuſeth ever after to return. Laſtly, 
however the Writers of his Life pretend him to have 
been by a ſpecial p_ freed from all carnal Con- 
cupiſcence, (which Phileſtratus * allo reports of 4pole- 

, uins;) 
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nius;) We have no ſmall reaſon to ſuſpett the contrary ; 


For from his Converſion to his Death , he never dared Boubonrs, 1. 6. 


to look any Woman on the Face ; which argues him to 
have been conſcious of his own Infirmity, and to have 
feared the Temptations of their Beauty : And even after 
that Viſion of the Bleſſed Virgin, wherein this extraor- 
dinary gift of Continence is pretended to have been 


conferred on him ; Boahours confeſleth him to have had r. r. 
a ſecret Inclination for a Lady of Quality. St. Francis Bonavent. 
had the fame baſhtulneſs. He never durſt look upon a <P: 5 


Woman ; and no wonder ; for the very thoughts of them 
ſo terribly tormented him, as created to him no ſmall 
perplexity : in proof of which I will crave leave to pre- 


ſent the Reader with this following Story. The Devil 1a. Ibid. 


one night putting on a handſom Face, peeps into Saint 
Francis's Cell, and calls him out. The Man of God pre- 
ſently knew by revelation, that it was a-trick of the Devil, 
who by that Artifice tempted him to luſt : yet he could 
not hinder the effect of it. For immediately a grievous 
temptation of the fleſh ſeizeth on him. To ſhake off this, 
he ſtrips himſelf naked, and begins to whip himſelf 
fiercely with his Rope. Za, brother Aſs, faith he, 7 will 
make you ſmart for your rebellious Iuſt : T have taken from 
you my Frock, becauſe that is ſacred, and muſt not be uſur- 
ped by a luſtful Body. If you have a mind to go your ways 
in this naked condition, pray go. Then being animated 
with a wonderful fervour of ſpirit, he opens the door , 
runs out, and rowls his naked Body in a great heap of 
Snow. Next, he makes ſeven Snowballs, and laying 
them before him, he thus beſpeaks his outward man. 
Look you, this great Snowball is your Wife, thoſe four are- 
two Sons and two Daughters ; the other two are a Man and 
a Maid, which you muſt keep to wait on them, Make haſt 
and clothe them all , for they dye with cold : But if you 


cannot 
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cannot provide for them all, then lay afide all thoughts of 
marriage, and ſerve God alone. This was honeſtly faid : 
no expedient of Fornication thought on, when Marriage 
was rejected. Now ſee the merits of rowling naked in 
the Snow. The Tempter being conquered, departs, and 
the Saint returns into his Cell with triumph ; that is in 
plain Engliſh, his Courage was cooled ; and Brother Aſs 
benummed with cold. 

Not only may the Immunity of /gnatius from all mor- 
tal ſin after his Converſion be denied; but even his Since- 
rity through the whole condudt of his Life may be called 
in queſtion. We before obſerved him to have been ated 
with an ambitious Spirit, which might prompt him to 
undertake any Artifices tending to increaſe his Reputa- 
tion ; and if any thing was wanting to render him a 
compleat Impoſtor, it was only defect of Wit. Yet in 
many of his Actions we may plainly diſcover the foot- 
ſteps of an Impoſtor, who deſigned to raife his Honour 
upon the credulity of Mankind : Thus it may be obſer- 
ved, that for many years after his Converſion he applied 
himſelf to infuſe his Notions into Women and Yourg 
men, taking advantage from the weakneſs of Sex, or 
inexperience- of immature Judgment. Agnes Paſcall, 
Iſabella Roſella, and ſome Ladies of Alcala, were in a 
manner his only Diſciples before his remove to Paris. 
Theſe were the only Witneſſes of his Miracles, and Ad- 
mirers of his Sanctity. At Paris he ſets upon, and af- 
ter a long canting and earneſt ſollicitations gains,to him 
Peter Faber, a peor Spaniſh Touth, in whom were ſenti- 
ments of Vain-glory. Xaverius, a generous Soul, but who 
was naturally vain, and loved oftentation ; a Toung may, 
who filled with an innate tumour of vanity and pride, fed 
himſelf with Chimeraes after the cuſtom of ambitious Men, 
and framed to himſelf the obtaining of great advantages 

| upon 
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upon the leaſt appearances : Nicholas Bobadilla , a pror 

Toung man, whoſe neceſſities forced him to caſt himſelf upon 

Ignatius : Rodrigues, who had been long prſſeſt with the 

fame ambition of preaching in the Holy Land : James Lay- 

#ez, and Alphonſo Salmeron, the firſt 21. the other 

18 years old. Theſe were the only Diſciples he gained 

at Paris, and the firſt ſix Companions of his Order. To 

this we may add his reſuming his diſcalceate Habit after 

a long intermiſſion at his return into Spain ; which ten- 

ded only to raiſe to himſelf an opinion of extraordinary 

fan&ity among his credulous Countreymen ; his artifice 

of framing his Countenance, as himſelf pleaſed, and oc- 

caſion required : his canting upon 7he greater glory of Vuttum pro 
Ged, which ſerved as a preface to all his Words and {a voluntate 
Actions : his pretended defire of reſigning the Generalty = + Ia 
of his Order, when he knew that it would not be per- cap. 9. ' 
mitted ; his flattery of Great Men, whom he continu- _ mo 
ally praifed, but winked at their faults, and never bla- a uti 
med them, altho their Actions and Behaviour were con- ſymbolum in 
demned and decried by the unanimous conſent of all prgenmer 
men. Laſtly, to produce one Inſtance of a juſt ſuſ- Canonizar. = 
picion of Impoſture in performing Miracles, I will re. Buſferes, |. 2. 
preſent it in the words of Yizelleſchi. (a) At his laſt (4) Cap. 12. 
Voyage into Spain, one night the Saint did a great Mi- 

racle. The People flocking to his Chamber, and ſtaying 

with him late , he defired them to withdraw, and carry 

away the Candle with them, ſayinz, God can enlighten the 

darkneſs of the night. When they were gone, Ignatius fell 

to praying loud. The People after ſome while return ; and 

peeping through the Keyhole, ſee a light in his Chamber. 

He that will not ſuſpe& ſome artifice in this matter, 

may fafely believe all the Fables of the Alcoran, It 

Ignatius wanted a light in his Chamber, why did he- 


order the People to carry away the Candle with 
them 2 
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them 2 If he intended to perform a Miracle, why did 
he not fuffer the People to ſtay, and be ſpectators 
of it ? , 

But, whar if after all, 7z»atius ſhould be found an He- 
retick? He would ill deſerve the _— of a Saint ; and 
at the next reformation of the Calendar, might be per- 
haps expunged out of it It ſeems St. Francis was ſome- 
what inclined to Hereſie, and no thorough Catholick, 
For his Epiſtle ro the Prieſts of his Order is prohibired 
in the Index Romanus : (b) and he is known to have 
laid thoſe Principles of Evangelical Poverty, which af- 
terwards founded the Hereſies of the Fratricell; and Be- 
guini, or Beguardi, This Opinion of the pertetion and 
excellence of Evangelical Poverty,was common both to 
Tenatius and St. Prantis ; and was condemned as erro- 
neous and heretical by Pope Fohn XXII. But the charge 
of Hereſie falls much more heavy upon /gnatius. For 
he believed Scripture to be the only Rule of Faith : a 
Doctrine which paſſeth among our Adverfaries for a 
rank Hereſie. For magnifying the greatneſs and per- 
ſpicuity of the Divine Illuminations and Revelations con- 

erred on him, and boaſting that he received the know- 
ledge of Chriſtianity not from the ordinary Rule of Faith, 
but by extraordinary Illumination, he was wont to uſe 
theſe words : That if the Articles of Faith had never 
been recorded in the Scriptures (or as another Author 
(c) exprefleth it) altho no Monuments -or Teſtimonies 
of the Chriſtian Religion had remained , he ſhould ſtill 
have believed them; and that even had the Scriptures 
been loſt, no part of his Faith had been diminiſhed. 
Which manifeſtly ſuppoſeth him to have believed that 
the knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion muſt neceſſa- 


_ rily be received either from the. Scripture, or from ex- 


traordinary Illumination, and that there was no medium, 
which 
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which might ſerve the ends of a Rule of Faith. 

Beſides all this, Jgnatius pretended that in Prayer Vid. pra. 
his Soul ated paſſively, not aQively, and did no- 

thing but receive the influences of the Spirit ; and 

upon the authority of a perſonal Apparition, be- G'oria $. 1;- 
lieved that the Fleſh of the Blefſed Virgin was con- 34%, <4Pp 4 
tained in the Euchariſt in the Fleſh of her Son 

there ſubſtantially preſent. Now among the Arti- 

cles of Molinos, condemned laſt year in the Inquiſi- 

tion at Rome, one 1s, that in contemplation the 

Mind as purely paſlively, not actively : and one 

of the pretended Opinions of Signior Burrhz, con- Vid. Suppte- 
demned of Hereſie by the Inquiſition, and which $0"5.9.... 
he was forced to recant in the Year 1668. was, Letters. 
That the conſecrated Hoſt hath in it the Body of 

the Mother, as well as of the Son. If Ignatius 

had lived at this time, I do not ſee how he could 

have eſcaped being condemned for an Heretick by 

the Inquiſition. 

It will be no ſmall confirmation of the truth of 
whatſoever I have hitherto obſerved or advanced 
concerning /guatius, if it be proved, that in his 
lif-time he was eſteemed an Enthuſiaſt, an Impo- 
ſtor, and a Heretick, by many ſober, indifterent, 
and learned Men of the Church of Rome; it he 
was: cenſured as ſuch by the publick Tribunals of 
the -Church ; and ſuſpicions -of this nature often 
entertained of him by whole multitudes of his 
Hearers. Saint Francis at his firſt converſion was 
eſteemed to be a Mad-man by his Father, ' who 
therefore put him in Chains, and” ſhut him up in 
a dark Room, to cure his Diſtemper. His Townf- 
men of Aſifrum entertained the ſame opinion of 


him, where the Rabble commonly. perſecuted him 
R when- 
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whenſoever he appeared in publick, with ſtones 
and dirt, and followed him with loud outcries ; Civi- 
lities which both himſelf and his Diſciples often 
received in other Cities of 7raly, when they firſt 
began to preach. Jgnatius fared no better. His 
own Brother, far from eſtecming his Converſion a 
work of Heaven, told him it was only the effect 
of a melancholy diſtemper , which betrayed him to 
extravagant courſes. The People of Manreze, where 
he vented the firſt heat of his Devotion in won- 
derful Auſterities, thought him a Fool and a Mad- 
man ; inſomuch, as whenever he appeared in the 
Town, the Children pointed at him, threw ſtones 
at him, and followed him in the Streets with ſhouts 
and outcries. Going into the Holy Land to preach 


the Goſpel, the Franciſcans, far from believing him 


to have received a Divine Miſſion, charged him to 
depart on pain of Excommunication; At Alcala he 
was ſuſpeted by ſome of Sorcery, by others of 
Hereſie , and put into the Inquiſition for a Viſio- 
nary 3 but at laſt acquitted on condition of deſer- 
ting his extravagant methods of Religion. Soon 
after, he is clapt into the Inquiſition a ſecond time, 
for inſtilling fooliſh Principles into his Hearers ; 
and when he removed to Salamanca, both he and 
his Diſciples were put in Chains by the Inquiſition 
there, as Hereticks and Seditious Perſons ; and not 
abſolved, but upon condition of preaching no more. 
Soon after his arrival at Paris, he is accuſed to 
the Inquiſitors. for ſeducing Young Scholars ; but 
by the interceſſion of Friends diſmiſſed. After ſome 
time he is ſentenced to be whipt publickly in the 
Hall by the Regents of his Colledge upon the fame - 
account ; and ;before his departure accuſed a ſecond 


time 
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time of Hereſie to the Inquiſitors, chiefly for his 
Book of Exerciſes, winch his Enemies called the 
Myſterious Book. At Yenice he was decried as an 14. 1. 3 
Hercrick, and a dangerous Impoſtor ; and by ſome 
accuſed to have a Familiar, which informed him Bugeres, 1. 2. 
of all things. At Rowe both himſelf and his Com- © 4: 
panions were accuſed of Herefie by a famous Pie- Boubours, 1. 3. 
monteſe Prieſt ; and were eſteemed by the People 
to be Hypocrites and falſe Prophets.. No body, for 14. ibid. 
2 while, dared t2 appear in the company of ſuch miſe- 
rable wretches, whom they thought to be deſtined to 
7/-2 Stake, When he firſt propoſed the erefion of 
his Order to the Pope ; the Cardinals generally diſ- 
approved and oppoſed it. After it was approved, 
it met- with great oppoſition in France, in his life- 
time. Many decried it as monſtrous, and ſaid, that 1d. 1. 4. 
he who had ſet it on foot, was a little Spaniſh Vi- 
fronary, Laſtly, his Book of Exerciſes was accuſed 14. 1. 5. 
of Hereſie in Spain by the Learned Melchior Ca- 
»4s ; Who aſſerted it to be the work of a Brain- 
ſick Enthuſiaſt. From this univerſal* contempt of 
 Jonaties in his life-time, and frequent ſuſpicions of 
Hereſie, Enthuſiaſm and Sedition, entertained of him 
by the Governours of the Church, it may be 
farther evinced that all the Reports of his Mira- 
cles are abſolutely falſe, and either not yet inven- 
ted, or generally disbelieved at that time. For it 
is not credible that ſuch contempt ſhould attend 
him, or ſuch ſuſpicions be entertained of him, if 
he had indeed performed ſo many and ſo great Mi- 
racles. 

It remains that we examine the truth of theſe 
Miracles more particularly by ſome general Obſer- 


vations, which may be framed of them. It might 
| R 2 indeed 
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indeed be ſufficient to. oppoſe to them, what Fuſe- 
(a) 'Axx'&x bius (a) doth to the Miracles of Apolonius, that 
$c0l 8 giaey rye are not inclined to believe them : but becauſe 
mer, Trend: our Adverſaries are not aſhamed to produce them 
- Adv. Kerocl. as undoubted arguments of the truth of their Cauſe, 
propetn. JT will oppoſe ſome few Conſiderations to them. 
And firſt, it may be enquired, To what purpoſe 
ſhould God work ſo many Miracles in the midſt 
of Chriſtian Countries, many Ages after the Faith 
had been fully ſetled in them 2 Were thoſe Coun- 
tries devoid of true Religion 2 This is not preten- 
ded. Was the Church of Rowe at that time grievi- 
ouſly corrupted with Errors and Superſtition ? This 
our Adverfaries will by no means allow. Or laſtly, 
Did the Evangelical Counſels of Poverty, Abſti- 
nence, Humility and renunciation of the World, 
which were the grand Topicks of gzatizs, want 
Gloria $. Ig= the recommendation of Divine Miracles ? This 7g- 
narir, Cap. 22+ y2tzus himſelf would not approve : For he was wont 
to fay, that if Miracles were to be deſired of God, 
they were much rather to be defired in confirma- 
tion of the Precepts, than of the Counſels of the 
Goſpe). It remains therefore that God ſhould per- 
form all theſe Miracles.meerly in teſtimony of the 
extraordinary Sanctity of /gnatius, to manifeſt his 
favour to him, and procure to him honour and 
eſteem among, all Chriſtians ; a Deſign ſo unwor- 
thy of God, and contrary to the excellence of his, * 
and imperfection.of our Nature, that the very pre- 
tence of it is. an unpardonable boldneſs, and a ma- 
nifeſt argument of Impoſture and immoderate Am- 
bition ; and that even altho. we ſhould allow 7z- 
natius to have been indeed. as great a Saint, as 
the Writers of his Life do repreſent him. And 
therefore 
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therefore: the Author of the Opas [mperfeftum upon Homil. 49. 
St. Matthew, argueth excellently,. that there is na 
way now left to find out the true Church , or. 
the true Faith, but only the Scripture ; that at the 
firſt Inſtitution of the Goſpel, it was known indeed 
by Miracles, who were true, and who falſe Chriſtr 
ans ; ſince the latter could either perform no Mira- 
cles, or none ſuch as the former did : For the Vmra- - 
cles of true Chriſtians were perfe&, and tended ra- 
ther to the uſe and Intereſt of the Church , than 
to procure the admiration -of the World ; whereas 
the Miracles of falſe Chriſtians were imperfect, and 
of no uſe, and tended wholly to raiſe admiration. 
By this means true Chriſtians might formerly, be diſcer- 
ned from falſe: But now all working of Miracles is cea- 
ſed, and is found only among falſe Chriſtians, among 
whom Miracles are yet feigned to be wrought; as 
Sr. Peter ( cited by St. Clement ) aſſureth us, even 
the Power of working true Miracles ſhall be given to 
Antichriſt, This Patlage is fo offenſive to our Adver- 
faries, that it 1s ordered to be expunged in the 
Indices Expurgatorii, and was accordingly left out 
in all ſubſequent Editions, till it was reſtored by . 
Pronto Ducgus. | 2. 

If yet' the Church of Rowe will pretend her 
Miracles to be true and real; we are content , 
provided ſhe aflumeth the title. affixed by St. Pe- 
ter, and this Author, to the Workers of true 
Miracles in latter Ages. If She refuſeth the Title, 
_ - She renounceth her chaim to Miracles. - But the 
Temptation of lying and feigning Miracles for the 
Reputation *of an. Order, is. in that Church fav 
more perſwaſive than- the evidence of Reaſon. A: 
Catalogue of Miracles is as neceſſary to. a Romiſh, 

Saunt, 
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Saint, as a liſt of wonderful Cures is to a Moun- 


tebank 5 no Canonization can be obtained without 


them. When Jgnatius therefore was to be promo- 
ted to the dignity of a Saint, his Diſciples ſet 
their Inventions on the rack, to raiſe a Fund of 
Miracles ; every flying Report was taken up, and 
every Old womans Tale advanced into a Miracle : 
and the moſt Iuſtrious wonders of his Life then 
firſt feigned without any ground. This the Ho- 
nour of the Order required, to which all conſide- 
rations of Truth and Honeſty were betrayed , that 
ſo the Founders of it might be rendred no leſs Il- 
luſtrious, than thoſe of other more Ancient Or- 
ders by an equal number of Miracles and Prodi- 
gies. Yitelleſchi produceth a Catalogue of 140 
Miracles wrought by Jgnatius in divers parts of 


' the World , drawn from the Regiſters and Pro- 


Tonatss majo- 
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ceſs of his Canonization ; He cured Twenty five 
Perſons of divers Mortal Diſeaſes; Ten of Diſeaſes 
apparently incurable ; Thirteen of Blindneſs ; Nine- 
teen of Collick , Head-ach, Tooth-ach , and Belly- 
ach ; Four of the Stone ; One of the Plurifie, &c. 
That the far greateſt part of theſe Miracles were 
feigned many years after his Death, we have juſt 
reaſon to ſuſpe& ; for when Ribadeneira, who was 
his familiar Companion, firſt publiſhed his Life, 
in the Year 1572. he made a long Apology in 
it, in defence of /gnatius ; maintaining that 1t was 
no way derogatory to his Sanctity , that he had 
performed no Miracles : Afterwards in the Year 
610, publiſhing a ſecond Edition of his Life, he 
was ſo far enlightned in this matter, that he giveth 
to us a long Catalogue of the Miracles of gna- 
tivs, but withal confteſſeth, That the Reaſon _ 
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he had not inſerted them in the firſt Edition, was Urtpore haud 
becauſe they were not then ſufficiently certain and CT = 
unconteſted. Now it cannot be imagined, how the 
Miracles of /gnatius, who died in the Year 1556, 
ſhould be unknown, or at leaſt uncertain, Sixteen 
years after , when the Memory of them was yet 
freſh, if any ſuch indeed there were; and after 
Fifty four Years, when the greateſt part of the . 
Witneſſes muſt be ſuppoſed to have been dead, 
ſhould be advanced to undoubted Certainty 2 In 
like manner, Mafeins writing the Lite of {gnatzns, 
in the Year 1605 , when his Canonization was 
not yet thought on, relates very few Miracles per- 
formed by him ; and. concludes in theſe words , : 
Beſide theſe, many cther wonderful attions are related move 
of Ignatius, which becauſe they are not ſufficiently L. 3. c. 14.in 
certain , I thought not fit to inſert ; eſpecially, ſince © 
the holineſs of, famous men conſiſts not ſo much in 
Signs and Miracles, as in the Love of God, and Inno- 
cence of Life. And after all, Buſferes confeſleth, j, p.ce:c 
That many wonderful things related of 7gnatius in | 
his Life, written by Nierembergius, are by no 
means teſtified with inconteſtable Proofs ; and 
that «we may juſtly doubt of the Truth of them : 
But however Ribadeneira and Maffeius knew very 
few Miracles of 1gnatius ; later Writers had abun- 
dant Information of them. At the Examination 
preceding his Canonization, in the Year 1609, 
Bouhours (a) tells us, That 660 ( Buſferes ( þ ) (4) Lib. 5. 
665 ) Witneſſes, juridically interrogated , depoſed Ee 
concerning the Holineſs of his Life; and that 
200 Miracles. well atteſted, were produced at the 
ſame time; altho Yztelleſchi (c ) allures us, That (c) cap.23,24. 
13 Years after, at his Canonization, no more than 
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140 Miracles could be heard of, when he faith that 
175 Witneſſes were examined by order of Grego- 
ry XV. Two or three years after Yitelleſchi, comes 
out the Glory of [gnatius *, which enlargeth the 
number of the Miracles to above 200. and the Wit- 
neſles to 675, Now even altho we ſhould take the 
leſler Account, it is utterly incredible, that fo many 
Witneſſes of the Miracles and Holineſs of 7gnatins 
ſhould be alive in the year 1622. 66 years atter his 
Death. If it be a merit to believe Contradictions in 
Faith, it 1s none to believe lies in Hiſtory. The Mi- 
racles of St. Francis and Apollonius, labour with the 
ſame difficulties; for to mention no more of St. 
Francis, than the Miracle .of the Five Wounds of 


_ Chriſt imprinted in his Body, which however Boxa- 


venture propoſeth it as a thing paſt all diſpute, and 
atteſted by Infinite Multitudes of Spectators ; it is 


; certain, that preſently after his Death, Pope Gre- 


gory IX, would not believe one word of it; inſo- 
much, as the poor Saint was forced to appear to 
him in the Night, and draw a whole Porringer of 
Blood out-of the Wound in his fide, to convince him 
of the Truth of it. As for Apolonius, Meragenes, 
who was Contemporary to him, and writ his Life 
immediarcly after his Deceaſe, knew little of his 
Miracles ; Philoſtratus comes a hundred years after, 
and giveth a large Legend of them; altho at laſt, 
he confeſſeth himſclt to be ſo far ignorant of. his 
Ations, that he know's not whether he died Eighty, 
Ninety, or an hundred years old, and by what kina 
of Death. Phzloſtratus himſelt preteridls no more 
than one Perſon to have been raiſed from the Dead 
by ApoBonius ; and even relates that ſo doubttully, 
that he delivers it as his own Opinion, that the 
Perſon 


7, © 


4% 


Mn NA 


PACE 


the Church of Rome. 


Perſon was not really dead. An hundred years after 


him, Yopiſcus doubted not contidently to aſlert, that In Aureliano 
Apollonius raiſed to ite many dead Perſons. But Mira- &#!. 


cles may ſoealily be obtruded upon the World, after a 
long diſtance of time, and are ſo ſecurely received 
by the credulous Mu'titade, rhat nothing leſs than a 
ſtrict Examination can defeat the hopes of Impo- 
ſtors, and contute the Lics of their devoted Hiſto- 
rians. 

[f all the Miracles of gratis in general, want a 
ſufficient Atteſtation , much leſs will thoſe deſerve 
our Belief, the Truth of which was never atteſted 
by any Spectators, but depends upon his own ſole 
Credit and Authority ; and that, not only becauſe 
it is unreaſonable to believe a Perſon witneſſing 
i>-his own Cauſe ; but chiefly, becauſe it is fooliſh 
to imagine that God ſhould concur with Jgnatius , 
to work Miracles in ſecret, which could tend to 
no other end, than to foment his vain glory by 
increaſing in him an Opinion of his own Merits. 
Yet if we examine his Miracles, we fhall find ma- 
ny of them atteſted by his own ſole Authority. 
All his Illuminations and Viſions were of this Na- 
ture; of which none could be conſcious befides him- 
ſelf, When in his Journey to Rome, he ſtept alone 
into a little ruinous Chappel, and there enjoyed 
that wonderful Viſion of the two firſt Perſons of 


the Trinity , Yirelleſchi tells us, that he was envi- Cap. 14. 


roned with a great brightneſs. This could depend 
oniy upon his own Teſtimony ; as auo the nover- 
ing of a flame of Fire over his Head, like the Clo- 
ven fiery Tongues of the Apoſtles, while he writ the 
Conſtitutions of his Order in his private Chamber ; 


and indeed, Bowhours pretends to no other Telti- x 4, ;, 
S 
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* Bonaventg. 
Cc. 15. 


Philoſtrat. 1. 


83 ©. 3. 


Id. 1. 8, c. 12. 


NO 4. Co 16. 


* Cap. 16, 17, 


f/ 


The Enthuſiaſm of 


140 Miracles could be heard of, when he faith that 
175 Witneſſes were examined by order of Grego- 
ry XV. Two or three years after Yitelleſchi, comes 
out the Glory of /gnatius *, which enlargeth the 
number of the Miracles to above 200. and the Wit- 
nelles to 675, Now even altho we ſhould take the 
leſler Account, it is utterly incredible, that ſo many 
Vitneſſes of the Miracles and Holineſs of 7gnativs 
ſhould be alive in the year 1622. 66 years atter his 
Death. If it be a merit to believe Contradictions in 
Faith, it 1s none to believe lies in Hiſtory. The Mi- 
racles of St. Francis and Apollonius, labour with the 
ſame difficultics; for to mention no more of St. 
Francis, than the Miracle .of the Five Wounds of 
Chriſt imprinted in his Body, which however Bona- 
venture propoſeth 1t as a thing paſt all diſpute, and 
attelted by intinite Multiruges & Spectators s it 1s 
certain, that preſently after his Death, Pope Gre- 
gory IX, would not believe one word of it; inſo- 
much, as the poor Saint was forced to appear to 
him in the Night, and draw a whole Porringer of 
Blood out of the Wound in his ſide, to convince him 
of the Truth of it. As for Apollonius, Meragenes, 
who was Contemporary to him, and writ his Life 
immediarcly after his Deccaſe , knew little of his 
Miracles ; Philoſtratus comes a hundred years after, 
and giveth a Jarge Legend of them; altho at laſt, 


he confeſſeth himſelt to be fo far ignorant of. his 


Actions, that he knows not whether he died Eighty, 
Ninety, or an hundred years old, and by what kind 
of Death. Phzloſtratus himſelt preterids no more 
than one Perſon to have been raiſed from the Dead 
by Apolonius; and even relates that ſo doubtfully, 
that he delivers it as his own Opinion, that the 

| Perſon 
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Perſon was not really dead. An hundred years after 


I2I 


him, Yopiſcus doubted not confidently to aſſert, that In Auretiano 
Apollonius raiſed to hte many dead Perſons. But Mira- &*(. 


cles may ſoealily be obtruded upon the World, after a 
long C.itence of time, and are fo ſecurely received 
by the creduluvs Miiritude, that nothing leſs than a 
ſtrict Examinutic!i can defeat the hopes of Impo- 
ſtors, and contute tie Lics of their devoted Hiſto- 
r1ans. 

[f all the Miracles of /gnatius in general, want a 
ſufficient Atteſtation, much leſs will thoſe deſerve 
our Belief, the Truth of which was never atteſted 
by any Spectators, but depends upon his own ſole 
Credit and Authority ; and that, not only becauſe 
ic is unreaſonable te believe a Perſon witneſlin 
t>.his own Cauſe ; ut chiefly , becauſe it is foolif 
to imagine thac God ficuld Concer With [gunarims , 
to work Miracles in ſecret, which could tend to 
no other end, than to foment his vain glory by 
increaſing in him an Opinion of his own Merits. 
Yet if we examine his Miracles, we fhall find ma- 
ny of them atteſted by his own ſole Authority. 
All his Illuminations and Viſions were of this Na- 
ture; of which none could be conſcious beſides him- 
ſelf When in his Journey to Rome, he ſtept alone 
into a litrle ruinous Chappel, and there enjoyed 
that wonderful Vifion of the two firſt Perſons of 


the Trinity , Yizelleſchi tells us, that he was envi- Cap. 14. 


roned with a great brightneſs. This could depend 
only upon his own Teſtimony; as alſo the hover- 
ing of a flame of Fire over his Head, like the Clo- 


ven fiery Tongues of the Apoſtles, while he writ the 


Conſtitutions of his Order in his private Chamber ; 
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mony of this Miracle , but only faith it appears. 


from a Paper-Book, writ with his own Hand. ' His 
driving away Devils from an haunted Chamber, 
and producing a light in his Chamber, when he had 


commanded the Candle to be carried away, which 


we before mentioned, are of the ſame nature. Thus 
St. Francis, while he prayed: alone in Woods, or 


ſolitary Places, was wont to be raiſed from the 


Ground, and continue in that pendulous Poſture , 
environed with a bright Cloud. His five Wounds 
in the likeneſs of Chriſt's, he received in ſecret, and 
would never ſhew them to. any but his own Conk- 
dents. St. Mary Magdalen Pazzi, was yet more care- 
ful to prevent any diſcovery of her Impoſture. She 
pretended to have the five Wounds of Chriſt engra« 
ven in her Heart. It is more than probable, that 
if her Heart had been opened, they would have diſap- 
peared, and muſt have been ſearched for in her diſturb- 


ed Brain. 


It would be no leſs irrational blindly to believe. 


thoſe Miracles of /gnatins , which are delivered to 
us. upon the Teſtimony of one fingle Witneſs ; who 
poſſeſſed perhaps with a vaſt Opinion of his San- 


Rity , fancied ſomewhat extraordinary to- be in all 


his Actions, and miſtook every Motion for a Mira- 
cle, to which himſelf could not affign a Cauſe. 
Not to fay, That in fome Perſons the Vanity of 
lying and ſpreading wonderful Reports, ſurmounts 
all conſiderations of Shame and moral Honeſty. 
That he was. often raiſed from the Ground in Pray- 
er, and continued in that pendulous Poſture in the 
Air, is delivered to us upon the ſole Authority of 


Boubours, 1. 2 Fobn Paſcal, a poor ignorant Youth, his Chamber- 


' fellow at Barce/ona; who thought ſometimes , that 


he 
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he faw him elevated from the Ground, and fur- 
rounded with Light, when he aroſe in the Night 
to pray. The Widow and Children of this Paſca!l | 
depoſed upon Oath, that they had heard their Huf: 7***1/#bs, 
band and Father fay, that he had often ſeen Igna- NO 
zivs in an Extaſy, environed with Light, raiſed 
from the Ground five or fix Yards high. This was 
admitted as an undoubfed Teſtumony, and moſt cer- 
tain proof of a prodigious Miracle ; altho, if we cypicuto me: 
remember that Paſcall's houſe waa poor Cottage, per uſus eft . 
and that another Author aſlures ar he always pRo__ 
lodged in a low Chamber, which could not admit 29. tats 14. 
any ſuch Elevation of his Body ; we ſhall have great alto 10. Pal- _ 
reaſon to ſaſpet the Miracle. HoweverXt is irra- mg mga 
tional to imagine God the Author of ſo upuſeful a PO” 
Miracle, which could tend only to make the&yfooliſh 
Saint believe that God heard him better hanging 
in the Air, than kneeling on the Ground, . That 
Miracle was more notorious, which Lacian * aſſures * De Dea Sy- 
us, he ſaw publickly performed in the Temple of 3 Gs 
Hierapolis, of the Image of Apollo, hanging for 
ſome while, and caried about in the Air; yet muſt 
we aſcribe it to any thing, elſe, rather than the 
Divine  Ominipotence. The fame Paſcall-being| re- 
duced to great Neceſlity after the Death of /gnatius, 
and imploring his Afiſtance one morning in a 
Church, heard a.melodious ſound, and faw /gnatius Beubours,1. 6. 
appearing attended with a beautiful train of young 
Clergymen. - After a- while, the Canons enter to 
ſing Mattins, fee no Apparition , but find Paſcall 
tranſported into an Extaſy with the Imagination of 
it. The frequent Splendor and ſupernatural Brightneſs 
of his Face.is no better atteſted. J/abe/la. Roſella,  , . 
a-credulous Woman, fancied ſhe often ſaw it at Bar- 2. &- 
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celona, while ſtanding amidſt a croud of People, he 
heard Sermons in the Church ; altho no, other Per- 
ſon preſent could perceive any ſuch thing. In Spazr, 
two Women 'of his Kindred peeping through the 
Keyhole,while he prayed, ſaw his Countenance enflamed, 
as with a Fever; for it ſhined with ſuch a Light, 
that it dazled their Eyes. Being once at the point of 
Death, as he expected Extrerhe Undtion, his Health 
was. miraculouſly reſtored to him. Yztelleſchi || confel- 
ſeth that this Þ Facle would never have been known, 
had not his A Hoſteſs by great fortune been in 


_ . the Chamber with him, at that very juncture of time. 


I ELLL. 


Philoſtratus, 
I, 7. C. 16, 


ve tal] 3} ! 


©.9% c. 13. 


Vid. Bona- 


Vent. 


This conſideration alſo' defeats the credit of the great- 
eſt part '&f. Apollonius his Miracles, being known only 
to his confident Damis ; with whom being chained 
in. Przj6n, he drew his Leg out of the Chain, and 


ſhewfing it unchained to Dams, immediately put it in 


again ; by:-which Miracle he was firſt convinced , 
that ſomewhat Divine, and more than'Human, was 


' In Apollonias. - 'The Miraculous Splendor: of his Face, 


was better atteſted, if we may believe Philoſtratus *, 
for while he-was led to the Tribunal of Dom?tar , 
the whole People of Rowe faw and admired it. This 
alfa ruins the- Authority of St. 'Francis's Miracles, 
the far greater part of which were performed by him 
after his Death, in Apparitions to ſick Perſons ; 


. Apparitions which are -owing- only to the diſturbed 


Imagination of ' the: fooliſh Votaries; firſt deſiring 
his "aſſiſtance , and then fancying him to- be pre- 


ſent. 


Such Miracles as theſe have 'nothing extraordi- 
nary in them, and are fitted -only to. amuſe the 
ignorant--part of Mankind,: who not knowing their 


.., natural cauſe, recur to the'Divine Power: ' Many 


Miracles 
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Miracles of gnatius lay open to the ſame Obje- 
Ction ; and may be rationally ſolved without any 
deep Philoſophy. All his Apparitions after death, 
and Cures of ſick Perſons making their applica- 
tion to him, and other hke Miracles, which fill 
up the far greater part of his Legend, are of this 
nature. The former may be aſcribed to the whim- 


ſies and vapours of a diſturbed Brain ; the latter 


to the effe&t of Chance, altho even the ſtrength of 
imagination may not a little concur to the happi- 
neſs of the effet. li among a thouſand Perſons, 
which implore the aſlifttance of /gnatius in any 
ſickneſs, danger, or undertaking, one hundred re- 
cover, eſcape, or obtain their defire; a blind Cre- 
dulity ſhall aſcribe the whole event to the mira- 
culous Power., and wonderful Benignity of the 
Saint ; altho in all appearance the Invocation of 
FEſculapius, Mahomet, or Don Quixot, had produced 
the ſame effect. As for the remaining nine hun- 
dred which obtain not the grant of their Petitions ; 
their unhappineſs ſhall be aſcribed to their want of 
Faith, to the coldneſs of their Devotion, and per- 
haps to the. multiplicity of buſineſs wherein the 
Saint was then engaged. Thus Miracles can ne- 
ver be wantins to a Romiſh Saint, when once 
the People are perſwaded to offer up their Petitions 
to him Many even of the moſt illuſtrious Mira- 
cles performed by /gzatius in his life-time, may be 
reſolved into the ſame cauſe ; and when examined, 
will be found to have nothing worthy admiration 
in them. I will inſtance but in one, the raiſing of 
a man from- the dead at Barcelona, which all! the 
Writers of his Life magnify as 2 great Miracle. 
The. caſe. was. this. A Man had hung himſelf - 

m the 
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the Houſe where Ignatius lodged. Hgnatius comes 
haſtily into the Chamber, and cuts the Rope. The 
Man revives, but had already ſo far weakned the * 
union of Soul and Body, that his life could be con- 
tinued no1onger, than while he confeſſed, and com- 
mended his Soul to God. Here is nothing extra- 
ordinary in all this; but only an impertinent Story 
magnified and exalted into a Miracle in imitation 
of thoſe frequent Fables of Legends, which to ag- 
grandize the Power of Prieſts, repreſent them ſaving 
the Souls of Men by ſome pretty Artifice perfor- 
med in a minute, without any concurrence-of them- 
felves, and ſometimes even againſt their wills. Thus 
Pope Gregory by one ſhort Prayer tranſlated the 
Soul of Trajan the Emperor from Hell to Heaven; 
and St. Dunſtan did the fame kindneſs to King Ed- 
gar, when they leaſt thought of it. But St. Patrick 
did ſomewhat more majeſtick, when he raiſed from 
the dead Glaſſe 'a Pagan Giant in 7reland, an hun- 
dred foot high, after he had been dead one hundred 
years ; and having baptized him, ſent him back 
to his Grave with affurance of Salvation. St. Be- 
edit wied a more compendious way ; who, when 
any of his Monks died in a doubtful ſtate, as to 


' their future Happineſs, laid the conſecrated Hoſt 


upon the Breaſt of the dead Body, which imme- 
diately opened it felf to receive it ; and then all 
was ſafe. 

There are -other Miracles aſcribed to' /gnatius , 
which may be evidently convinced of falſehood and 
forgery ; and if this Charge te once proved, the 
credit and authority of all his other Miracles is 
intirely overthrown. It would be highly unreaſo- 
nable in a -Cauſe of ſo great moment to admit the 
teſtimony 
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teſtimony of a Witneſs once convicted of Perju- 

ry, fince all his Miracles are equally founded upon 

the fame Authority ; and a voluntary Fraud proved 

in one caſe, will ſubje&t the whole Relation to a 

juſt ſuſpicion of the like Impoſture. Thus it is ſuf. 

ficient to oppoſe to all the Miracles. of Apoonins, 

that Damis his Companion, from whoſe fole Au-. 

thority Philoſtratus proteileth to receive them, hath 

wilfully obtruded an evident Fable upon the World, 

in relating that the Conſtellation of the Bear cannot Phileſtrae. 
be ſeen in the Red Sea, where he remained with © 3: * 15- 
Apo/lonius many months, and could not be ignorant 

of the truth of that matter. To this we may add, 

that whereas Apollonius pretended, and Philoſtratus 

(a) relates of him, that by an extraordinary gift (a) Lib. r. 
of God he underſtood all Languages, and as Por- 

phyry (4) would perſwade us, even the Language (4) de abſti- 
of Beaſts and Birds.; yet when he came into /zdia, nent 1. 3. . 
he was forced to make uſe of an Interpreter, by ** 3 
the confeſſion of the ſame Hiſtorian (c). That the (c) Lib. 2. | 
Hiſtory of /gnatius. his Miracles receiveth the ſame 
prejudice from the diſagreement and contrariety of 

the Hiſtorians, I will briefly demonſtrate in ſome. 

few Examples. His Converſion is commonly re- pujeres, 1, x, 
preſented to have been begun by a Viſion of Saint c. 2. 
Peter touching his Wounds, and healing them im- 
mediately. Yet Bouhours confeſſeth the Cure was Lib, r. _ 
not yet performed of many weeks after this fup- 

poſed Viſion, and at laſt ſo performed, that a viſible 
deformity and perpetual lameneſs remained in his 

Leg : altho Yitelleſchi propoſeth it as a certain rule Cap. 7. - 
of Miracles, that they are ever perfe&, and in: no- 

thing deficient. At Barcelona Ignatius was. ſo grie- 


voully beaten by ſome Ruffians, that he underwent 
| oreat 
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great danger of his life. His recovery 1s aſcribed 


to a glorious Miracle by YViteleſchi ; who relates, . 


that after thirty days ſickneſs, being now at the 
poinr of death, he was miraculouſly in a moment 
reſtored to perfet health. In oppoſition to this 
Bouhours (a) and Buſſreres (b) maintain, that he 
hardly recovered his health after. fifty three days 
ſickneſs and pains. Ribadeneira (c) relates many 
Miracles performed by the Reliques of his Gar- 
ments, which Yitel:ſchi (4) faith that the People 
with great reverence and devotion divided among 
them. Mafferus (e) and Bouhours ( F ) on the con- 
trary aſſure us, that the Fathers of the Society 
would not ſuffer the leaſt part of his Garments, 
nor any other Relique, to be carried from his dead 
Body. To name no more, the Ogle of /gn4tius his 
Horſe, which carried him from -Par#s, to' Spain, is 
much to be lamented, the poor Beaſt having ſuf- 


fered great loſs of reputation from this diſagreement 
of Hiſtoriats, For however one relates, that _ : 


left by /gnatius to an Hoſpital, the People looke 
on him with ſo much reverence, that no man da» 


red to uſe him afterwards, but that as a ſacred 


Horſe he was preſerved in eaſe and good paſture 
all his life ; another degradeth him to the ever- 
laſting drudgery of carrying Wood for the poor 
People of the Hoſpital of A/pezrrza, 

Thoſe Miracles, which 1 have hitherto -mentio- 
ned, may be. juſtly rejeted, as wanting that due 


atteſtation and authority , which are neceſſarily re- 


quired to create a: rational belief of them. -But 
there are others, which the greateſt Authority up- 


on Earth, even the united teſtimony of the whole 


World, cannot render credible ; I mean ſuch as in- 
clude 
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clude contradictions in them, and are deſtructive of 
thoſe evident Ideas of created beings, which are 
tommon to all Mankind. Such Miracles, while 


we adt rationally, we cannot believe , even altho- 


ten thouſand other Miracles ſhould be wrought in 
confirmation of them. If Philo/tratus tells us, that L. r. c. 2, 5. 
Apollenius ſtanding before the Tribunal of Domitian 
rendred himſelf inviſible, diſappeared, and in a mo- Golden Le- 
ment removed himſelf to Puteoli; if the Legend re- gend. Loxdon, 
lates how the Soul of St. Benedi# was ſeen afcen- 1577: 
ding into. Heaven by the Biſhop of Brixia, and a 
Prieſt of 7ibar at the fame moment, If Baccius 
(gz) pretends that .St, Philip Neri was frequently (g) Vir. ejus, 
preſent in diſtant Pla.» at the ſame time ; or 1f-3- & 1. 
Bonaventure (h) writeth that St, Francis was bodily (4) Cap. 4. 
preſent at A/ſifrum in Ttaly, and at Arles in France, 
in the ſame moment; that he could turn himſelf 
into the ſhape of a Croſs, and be preſent at ſeveral cap. tt. 
Chapters of his Order at the fame time ; and that 
his Soul was ſeen flying into Heaven in Mount Cap. 15. 
Garganus , and Terra di Loworo, at the very fame 
point of time ; and other Miracles of this nature 
be obtruded on us ; it is ſufficient to oppoſe to 
them their abſolute 1mpolſlibility , and not deſcend 
into a particular examination of the Authority which 
atteſts them. Thus the Soul of /gnatius is reported Illo ipfo, quo 
at the very ſame inſtant, in which it was ſeparated Km obiir, 
from the Body at Rome, to have appearcd to a de- Gloria S. Ton. 
vout Widow, called Margaret Gigli, at Bologna, A cap. 17. © 
Soul can no otherwiſe appear, than vy moving £2 *emporis 

, b” . . © puncto, Ribs- 
matter, whereby it may ſtrike the Senſes of living qeneira, 
Perſons, Now that a Soul ſhould move matter in 
tivo diſtant Places at the fame time, is no leſs 

T impol- 
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impoſſible, than that a Body ſhould be 'in two 
places at the ſame time. That the Soul ſhould 
in a moment remove its Operation from Rome 
to Bologna , 1s no leſs inconceiveable ; not to fay 
that it 1s contrary to the Philoſophy of the Schools, 
(a) Gloria which Ignatius, who received (a) his Philoſophy 
S. In. Cap. 3- frgm Divine Illumination, ſo far embraced and ad- 
mired, that he accounted the leaſt oppoſition 'of it 
(b) Boubours, no leſs than Hereſie ; and threatned (5), that if 
+ he lived a thouſand years, he would never give 
over crying down all novelties in Divinity, in Phi- 
loſophy, and even in Grammar. I know not what 
Ribad. c. 18. Philoſophy taught theſe Hiſtorians, that the Devil 
knows future Contingencies ;' but ſurely no Divinity 
will allow it. Yet are we told a goodly Story, 
how the Devil, after /gnazius his death, but be- 
fore his Canonization, cryed out of the Body of 
Uno eodemq; a Demoniack ; that /gnatius his greateſt Enemy now 
rempore. nr. 10d 2 bleſſed life in Heaven, and ſhould ſhortly be 
pre duobus Canonized on Earth. But to compleat the abfur- 
_ In locis, &c. dity of gnatius his Miracles, and advance their con- 
"16 S. 18". tradiction to the Laws of Nature beyond all com- 
wi ariſon ; the Writers of his Life pretend him to 
rar been bodily preſent in two places more than 
nine hundred miles diſtant at one and the ſame 
Viteleſcbi, time : and produce this one Example of it. Leonard 
| ind Keſel, a Jeſuit of Colen, PO deſired to ſee 1g- 
natius while yet alive ; and therefore writing to him 
earneſtly, deſired him to give him leave to come to 
Rome. The Saint forbid him to come, aſluring him, 
that if his ſight was neceſſary, God would provide 
a way for it, without putting him to the trouble 
of undergoing ſo long a Journey. This Anſwer 


ſeemed 
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ſeemed enigmatical to Xeſe/ ; yet he contented him- 

ſelf, and expe&ted the event, Upon a day then, 

when he leaſt thought of it, /gnatius entred into 

his Chamber at Co/en; and having talked with him 

for ſome while, diſappeared, leaving him wonder- 

fully- comforted with this prodigious viſit. It ſeems, 
Romantick Negromancers, our Modern Witches , 

and Romiſh Saints, are all alike famous for makirig Bonavene. 
themſelves inviſible, and flying in the Air. Saint cap. 11. 
Francis — rid through the Air in a fie- go9 on 
ry Chariot ; and Saint Dunſtan, while yet a Boy, fol. $9. 
flew down from the top of Glaſtenbury Church : but 

Abaris, the Diſciple of Pythagoras, and Prieſt of 

Apollo, among the Scythians, outdid them all ; who 

taking an Arrow out of Apollo's Temple, rid up- 

on jt in the Air over all the World, paſt Seas, 7amblichus de 
Rivers and Deſerts; performed Miracles, and did vit. P:thag. 
ſuch Wonders, as no Romiſh Saint-Errant did ever ©? '9: 


equal. 


Miracles including ſuch contradiftions, as that 
one individual Body can exiſt in two diſtant places 
at the fame time, ought in no. caſe to be believed ; - 
but there arc others, which however implying no 
contradiction, include ſomewhat monſtrous in them, 
and carry ſuch an air of incredibility, that nothing 
leſs than the utmoſt evidence of ſenſe can induce 
the mind to aſſent to them. The Miracles of Chriſt 
_ and the Apoſtles were indeed beyond the ordinary 
power of Nature ; but yet were not ſo extrava- 
ogantly ſtupendious, as might aftright no leſs than 
perſwade Mankind, But the Legendary Writers of 


the Church of Rowe , while they calculated their 
T 2 Miracles, 
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Miracles, not for the benefit of the Church, or in- 

formation of the World, but the honour and admi- 

ration of their Saint, ſcorned to ſtoop at ordinary 

Prodigies, or take meaſures from the more ſober 

Miracles of the firſt Founders of Chriſtianity. Ir 

* Bonaven® was not ſufficient for Saint Francis to turn Water 

e057. into Wine, to draw Water from the Rock, and 

2. feed great multitudes with a little Bread, in emu- 

lation of Chriſt ( whoſe Miracles the KRomifh Le- 

| gends have fo far tranſcribed, that not even thoſe 

| have been omitted, which argued a Divine Nature 

(4) Fo. = to be in Chriſt. Thus (a) St. Philip Neri is faid 

yrs oy get to have underſtood the. molt private thoughts of 

Ls.c.4 Men; and his Diſciples pretended frequently to cure 

Diſeaſes in his Name. Yet theſe ſatisfied not the 

Ambition of St. Fraxcis) but higher flights muſt be 

taken, and greater Miracles invented, Beaſts, Birds, 

and . Inſets, mult admire and reverence him ; the 

Croſs muſt ſpeak to him, Stone-walls muſt move at 

his command, Ships muſt voluntarily attend his mo- 

tions without any Pilot, 'and his Votaries muſt walk 

| under- water no otherwiſe than upon dry ground. 

1. cap. it. Laſtly, to: excced. the glory, of all Prophets and 

Apoſtles, and even the Humanity of Chriſt himſelf; 

| he muſt know the fecret thoughts of Men ; a pri- 

(4) by _—_ vilege in like manner challenged by Apollonius, (< 

1.7. c.4, and /gratius (5b); altho the former recommended 

(b) Gloria Eyphrares the Philoſopher to Yeſþaftan the Emperdr 

Philoſtras. 3- as a moſt vertuous. and religious Perſorr, whom he 

1.4. 12. afterwards accuſed of many horrid Crimes before. 

ores 2. Domitian ; and the latter, by the Confeſſion of his 

c.166 | Hiſtorians, was often ignorant of the Intentions of 

Phileftrat. 1.5. the Popes concerning, his Order ;. and both choſe to 
elc.1.8.c.1o, 

themſelves. 
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themſelves at firſt Diſciples who apoſtatized from 

them : Both equally pretended to know whatſoever 

was done. in any abſent part of the World ; and 

Dio (c) aſſerts confidently, that Apollonius knew (c) Kdr wopid- 
at Epheſus, what was done in the fame moment at pings 
Rome, altho we ſhould ten thouſand times disbelieve it xiphilm. in 
But we have learned not to reſign up our Judg- Dmitrane, 
ments to confident Pretences; and do not envy to the 
Church' of Rome, the Example and Authority of the 

Ancient Heathens 1n inventing prod:gious Fables, 

and requiring a blind Belict to be given to them, It 

were too tedious to reckon up all the fabulous Prodi- 

gies aſcribed to /gnatinus ; how many Miracles were 
performed by his Name written in a piece of Paper ; 

How many Legions of Devils were driven away 

by his Staff, and Cures performed by the parings 

of his Nails. But that Miracle is more eſpecially 
obſervable, which he acted at his laſt return into 

his own Country, Preaching there in. Field-Cons Vieeleſebs, c, 
venticles, ſurrounded with a great Auditory , his '* 
Voice, tho naturally very low, and weakned with 

many Diſeaſes and Infirmities, was heard diſtinct- 

ly above a Quarter of a Mile round. In framing 

of Miracles for the Reputation of an Order, it ſeems 
diſhonourable to Copy out: from one another. No 

greater Curſe can befal an Order, than not to in- 

vent ſome Miracles more Stupendious, than any 
pretended to by other Orders. Yet in this caſe 

of Preaching, the Dominicans have been ſo ſuccelſs- 

ful in their Miracles, that they have left no room 

for future Invention. They tell us, that Yaugen- 

tius Ferrerius of their Order, preaching to People 


of many Nations, and different Languages at once, 
was 
Fr 
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| was underſtood by all at the ſame time, as well as 
if every one had heard him Preaching 1n their own 
Language. This was fo high a flight, that it muſt 
be a very fruitful Invention which can exceed it. 
The Jeſuits therefore at leaſt, to offer ſomewhat in 
Compariſon to it, have repreſented /gnatias dila- 
ting his Voice in Preaching beyond the ordinary 
Power of Nature; and when they were conſcious 
that this was too mean a flight, have aſcribed to 
Aaverins the. gift of Tongues; a Miracle in their 
eſteem ſo great and unexceptionable, that of late it 
| hath been thought worthy to be produced and 
> m4 ad fo» employed in the Converſion of Engliſh Hereticks. 
Eviſt ex India But ſee the unhappineſs of the Project. There is 
ſele&. 1.1. Ep. yet extant an Epiſtle of Xaverius, wherein he com- 
3. Þ. 16. Ant- plains of his ſmall ſucceſs in tlie Ea/? Zndies, pro- 

P. 1605. : : 
go. ceeding from his want of the Tongue ; and tells us, 
how coming to Fapan, he employed himſelt for ſome 
Months, with great labour and induſtry to learn 
Ji the Tongue. To which we may add, what Or- 
p14 _ landinas * relates of him, That, when in the Iſland 
87. Colon” Socotora, he could not teach Chriſtianity - to the 
r615. 49, People by word of Mouth, for want of the Tongue, 
he taught them by Nods, and the motion of his Fin- 
ers. | 

p Laſtly, There are ſome Miracles fo fooliſh and 
unuſetul, and. performed upon ſuch frivolous occa- 
fions,  that-the propoſal of them would deſerve our 
Indignation, rather than belief; ſuch as are injurious 
to the Honour of God, and repugnant to his Wil- 
iy. ng look rather like the effects of Vanity, or 
a. tritting: petulant Humor, than the Works of Om- 
niſcienge ;: as if God would condeſcend to exert his 
: £ Omnipo- 


Cor9 
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Omnipotence in Trifles, and give ſport to Man- 

kind, It would be unworthy his infinite Perfe- 

Ction , to violate the ordinary courſe of Nature, 

for any other than great and noble Ends, or to 

proſtitute his Power of working Miracles to the 

Whimſies and Capricio's of every petty Devoto.. 

When we are told, therefore, that an Elm ſaluted 
Apollonius with an articulate Voice, at the com- Philoftrae.1.6; 
mand of an 7:dian Philoſopher : That when the © 5-1. 3. 
Brachmans entertained him at Dinner, the Earth of 

its own accord roſe up in a gibbous excreſcence in 

form of a Table ; Leaves and Flowers raiſed them- 

ſelves into Seats for the Gueſts, and Cups and Diſhes 

placed themſelves on the Table without any mover ; 

and that after the Dinner , the Brachmans diverted 

their Gueſts by hanging in the Air. When we 

hear of St. Dun/tans ſetting his Shoulder to the 

Church of Macclesfield, which was not placed to- Capgrave, 
wards the Zaf?, and crouding it into a right Poſt- 94 
tion. That + St. Philip Neri could ſmell the Devil, god Londen 
conld ſee Souls, while they were yet in the Body ; 1527. : 
and by the ſmell, diſtinguiſh who had kept their rune 
Virginity, and who not. "That St. Dominick, and 3. c. x. gig 
St. Urſula, with her Army of Virgins, marched © 13. 
through the Rain without being wetted. That St. 

Benedift, while yet a Child, repaired the broken 14. fol. 103. 
Platter of his Nurſe. That when St. Fremyns Body 14. fol. 68. 
was tranſlated to Amiens, the Trees put on Leaves, 

and the Sun aſcended to the Tropick of Cancer in 

the middle of December ; we cannot ſo faR® betray 

our Reaſon, as to believe ſuch Trifles, which ould 

be even unworthy the gaiety of a Theatre, much 

more the Majeſty and Wiſdom of God. St. Francis 
ans 
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and {gnatius were no leſs remarkable for ſuch mi- 

raculous Freaks, than any other ,Saint whatſce- 

Bonavent.c. ver. The former being invoked after Death, fet 
_— the broken Legs of Oxen, reſtored ſtollen Cattel, 
mended crackt wooden Diſhes, 'and repaired broken 
Plowthears ; and as it Saints were freed from al 
Obligations of Moral Juſtice, broke the Prifon- 

Bowhours, 1.2. doors to ſet Debtors at Liberty. Uznatins was 
taught to play at Billiards by an extraordinary Mi- 

racle; and which will for ever engage the Devo- 

Gloria 8. Top, $0N of the fofter Sex to him ,-is reported to have 
c. 17. * 8 conferred Beauty upon deformed- Children , at a 
ſingle Invocation. His Companions' march through 

Buſſieres, 1. 2. q deep Snow ; but whereſoever they ſet their foot, the 


i Snow preſently diſlodgeth : A Father and Mother 
Bf: i diſpute whether their littſe Son of- three Months 
Gor» 2% old, thould be named 7gratius, or ' Irenzus. The 


Controverſy. is committed to the Arbitration of 

the Child , who preſently gives Sentence for /z- 

watins in an articulate Speech. Laſtly, That no- 

thing may be wanting to the Perfe&tion of theſe 
Theatrical Miracles, Muſick muſt be introduced 

to complement the Saint ,, and divert the Rea- 

Bonevent. der. When St. Francis one Night earneſtly deſi- 
| red to hear ſome Muſick, a Concert of Angels ap- 
peared to him, and played molt melodioufly. 

While  /gnatius writ his Conſtitutions, He often 

Gloria S. Ign. heard, not only in his Imagination, but with his out- 


Cc. 4. ward Ears, moi? ſweet Leſſons of the heavenly Mu- 
Vuelſebs, Jie. And when his Body was expoſed aſter Death, 
c.19, | Adivers Stars were ſeen upon his Sepulchre, and a 


Ribad. £21. yery harmonious Concert -of Muſick was: heard 
about it, - for two whole days together. But St. 
| Dunſtan 
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Dunſtan was more modeſt in procuring to himſelf 
this miraculous Muſick, He ſcorned to put the 
Angels to any trouble ; and therefore his Harp ufu- 
ally played of its own accord, as it hung upon the 
Wall. 

- Such are the Miracles, which in former Ages 


advanced the Doctrines of the Church of Rome, and 
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Capgrave Le- 
genda Nova, 
Loudon, ts 16. 
fol. 89. 


at this day continue to be none of the leaſt Ar-. 


guments of their truth to credulous and injudi- 
cious Perſons. Upon theſe is founded the honour 
of their Saints ; and upon their truth depends one 
of the moſt glorious Notes of © their 'Church: 
From the Miracles of Saint Francis alone, Surius 
pretends, that, whatſcever Fereticks may prate, it 
is abundantly proved, that the departed Saints know 
our Concerns .on Earth, and hear our Petitions, Thus 
the Controverſie of the Invocation of Saints is 
decided. Add to this the Viſions of 7gratizs, and 
devotion of Saint Francis's Lamb, and Tranſub- 
ſtantiation will be irrefragably demonſtrated : and 
ſo in all other Articles peculiar to the Church of 
Rome, Miracles will not be wanting ' to demon- 
ſtrate their truth. And indeed Miracles are now 
become the only refuge to which our Adverſaries 
can recur , when Reaſon and Learning runs ſo 
low among them, and their Arguments have been 
ſo often batfled. But by an unhappy incredulity 
we are no more inclined to believe their Miracles, 
than Doctrines ; the latter we imagine to be falſe, 
but the former both falſe and fooliſh. It remains 
therefore that we receive a conviction of the truth 
of the Romiſh Religion, as /gnatins did, by ſuper- 
patural. Illamination, 'and extraordinary Impulſe , 

U which 


Nor. ad Bona» 
vent. Vir. 

S. Franciſci 
ad IV. Octob. 
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which may be hoped for, when God ſhall loſe 
his Attribute of Immutability , and Chriſtianity 
ceaſe to be Rational. But to paſs by that; From 
what hath been hitherto ſaid, it appears that rhe 
Church of Rome is in the higheſt degree guilty 
of Enthuſiaſm ; and that /gnarius, and (whom he 
imitated) Saint Francis, were the greateſt and moſt 
fooliſh Enthuſiaſts of any Age ; Perſons ſo far un- 
worthy the Glories of Heaven, and Society of 
Angels, that they deſerved rather to be excluded 
from the number of rational Beings, and upon that 
accaunt be placed one degree beneath Fools and 
Madmen. Yet to theſe are publick Prayers ad- 
dreſſed in the Church of Rome , Feſtivals celebra- 
ted, Churches dedicated , and Vows direded ; and 
as if all this were not ſufficient, God muſt be de- 
ſired to fave us through their Merits. Thus Bo- 
naventure concludes the Liſe of Saint Francis in 
Fol. 266. theſe words. May Jeſus Chrift bring us unto Hea- 
ven by the Merits of his Servant Francis : and the 
Golden Legend thus. Let us pray to Saint Francis 
that he would aid and aſſiſt us, that by his Merits 
Vid. Tres in- we may come to everlaſting life. And that ſome- 
+ nar what more than humane may be conceived of 
zas die feſto them; we are told of /gnatius, that only by his 
glorific. B. La Name writ in a piece of Paper, he did more Mira- 
Pickavix Cles than Moles, and not fewer than the Apoſtles ; 
zG11, that the Founders indeed of other Religious Orders 
were formerly ſent by God for the benefit of the 
Church ; but that after all, in theſe laſt days, God 
hath ſpoken to us by his Son Tgnatius, whom he hath 
made Heir of all things, and to whom nothing elſe 
was wanting to the utmoſt perfection, but the fol- 
> : lowing 
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lowing Attribute , By whom alſo he made the World. 
This was ſpoken of 1gnatins before he was yet 
Canonized. I know not whether his Canonization 
qualified him to receive that Attribute ; bur I am 
ſure it excuſed not his Memory from the juſt 
imputation of Folly and Enthufiaſm, nor the 
Church of Rome from the Charge of a moſt de- 
plorable Fanaticiſm in celebrating his Memory , 
and applauding his Folly. 


ERRAT A. 


Pe 1.1.9. for convinceth r. convince, p. 14. 1.11. for 41y r. an, P.39 
| 1.21. in marg. for Vice r. Vita, p.24. 1.9. for firſt r. laſt, p.39. Lult. 
a for _ « Ca P.79. 1, 22, for Cap. grave r, Capgrave, p105. 1.21. 
far do r, 40h. 
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v. ti2n ] made more generally uſeful by omitting perſonal conteſts, bur inſerting 
whatſoever concerns the common cauſe of Prozeſtants, or defends the Church of 
England ; with an exact Table of Contents, and an Addition of fome genuine 
Pieces of Mr. Chil:ngworths, never before Printed, viz. againft the Infalibility 
of the Roman Church, Tranſubſtantiation, Tradition, &c. And an Account of 
whar moved the Author to turn Papiſt, with his confurarion of the ſaid motives. 

An Hiſtorical Treatiſe written by an Author of the Communzen of the Church * 
of Rome, touching Tranſubſtantiation. Wherein is made appear, That according 
ro the Principles of that Church, this Doctrine cannor be an Article of Faith, 40. 

The Proreftants Companion, or an Impartial ſurvey, and compariſon of the 
Proteſt ant Religion as byLaw eſtabliſhed, with the mainDoFrines of Popery.Where- 
in is ſhewn,rhat Popery is contrary to Scripture, Primitive Fathers and Councils ; 
and that proved from Hely Writ, the Writings of the Ancient Fathers, for ſeveral 
hundred Years, and the Confeffion of the moſt Learned Papifts themſelves. 40. 

The Pillar and Ground of Truth. A Treatife ſhewing that the Roman Church 
falſly claims ro be zhat Church,and rhe Pillar of ebat Truth mentioned by $. Pau! 
in hisfirft Epiftle ro Timothy, chap. 3. ver. 15. 40. 

The Peoples Right to read the Holy Scriptures Aſſerted. 4o. | 

A ſhort ſummary of the principal Controverſies between the Church of Engl. 
and the Church of Rome, being a Vindication of ſeveral Proteftanr Doctrines, in 
_— ro a late Pamphler, intitnled , { Proteftancy deſtitute of Scripture, 

oofs ] 40. 
= An Anſwer to alate Pamphlet, intituled, [ The ſudgment and Dodtrine of the 
Clergy of the Church of England concerning one- ſpecial Branch of the Kings 
Prerogative, viz, {In diſpenſe with the Penal Laws, ] 40. 
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V  berween A. Pulton, Jeſuit, and Th. Teniſon, D. D. as alſo of that which led to ir, 


| ons of A. Pulton, Jeſuit, Schoolmaſter in the Savoy, rogerher with ſome Account 
' of his Diſcourſe with Mr. Meredith. 


Books lately Printed for Richard Chiſwell. 
Diſcourſe of the Holy Euchariſt in the rwo greae Points of the Re 
A fence, and the Adoration of the Hoſt ; in par". ce the Tivo Diſs oe 
ly Prinzed at Oxford on this Subject: To which is prefixed a large Hiſtorical 
Preface relating to the ſame Argument. 
Two Diſcourſes ; Of Purgatory, and Prayers for the Dead. 
The Fifreen Notes of the Church, as laid down by Cardinal Betarmin examin- 
ed and confured. 409. With a Table ro the Whole, : 
Preparation for Death: Being a Letter ſent to a young Gentlewoman in France, 
in a dangerous Diſtemper of which ſhe died. By 7/7 Wake, M. A 120. 
| The Difference berween the Church of Eng/and and the Church of Rome, in oj; 
poſition ro a late Book, Intituled, Am Agreement berween the Church of Englan 
and Church of Rome. 
A Private Prayer to be uſed in difficult Times. : 
A True Account of a Conference held abour Religion at London, Sept.29. 1687 


and followed after ir. 40. 
The Vindication of A. Cre/ſener, Schoolmaſter in Lonp- Acre,from the Aſperſi- 


A Diſcourſe ſhewing that Proteftants are on the ſafer Side, notwithſtanding the 
uncharitable Judgment of Adverſaries z and that Their Religson is the ſureft Way: 
to Heaven, 40. 

Six Conferences concerning the Euchariſt , wherein is ſhewed , thar the Do- 
arine of Tranſubſtantiation overthrows the Proofs of Chriſtian Religion. 

A Diſcourſe concerning the pretended Sacrament of Extreme Unition ; with: 
an Account of the Occafions and Beginnings of it in the: Weſtern Church. In- 
Three Parts. With a Letter to the Vindicacor of the Biſhop of Condom. 

A Second Letrer from the Author of rhe Diſcourſe concerning Extreme Un- 
Rion to the Vindicator of the Biſhop of Condom. 

The Pamphier enrituled, Speculum Ecclefiaſticum, or an Eccleſiaſtical Pro- 
ſpecive-Glaſs, conſidered, in its Falſe Reaſonings and Quotations. There are- 
added, by way of Preface, two further Anſwers, the Firſt, ro the Defender of rhe- 
Speculum; the Se to the Halfſheer againſt the S;x Conferences. 

A Second Defence of the Expoſition of the Doctcine of the Church of Eng. : 
land, againſt the new Exceptions of Monſ. de Meaux, late Biſhop of Condom, + 
and his Vindicaror. The FIRST PART. In which the Account that has. + 
been given of rhe Biſhop of Meaux's Expoſition, is fully Vindicated; the Di- 
ftin&ion of Old and New Popery jlyfbaxicapaſſerred , and the Doctrine of the 
Church of Rome, in Point of Image-worſhip, more particularly conſidered. 40. 

A Second Defence of the Expoſition of the Doctrine of the Church of England, 
againſt rhe New Exceptions of Monſ. de Meaux, late Biſhop of Condarg, and his. 
Vindicator. The SECOND PART. ln which the Ram/h Dottrines con- 
cerning the Nature and Object of Religious Worſhip,of the Invocation of Saints, 
and Worſhip of Images and Relicks, are conſidered, and the Charge of Idolatcy 
againſt rhe Church of Rome, upon the account of them, made good, 40. 

The Incurable Scepticiſm of the Chitrch of Rowe, By the Author of the 


[Six Conferences concerning the Euchariſt ] 49, Fe , 
[LY 


Books lately Printed for Richard Chiſwwell. 


Mr. Pulton Confidered in his Sinzerity, Reaſ»ningz, Authorities: - Or a Juſt An- 
(wer to whar he hath hiche:to publiſhed in his True Account;, his True and Fu 
Account of a Conference, &z. His Remerts;, and in them his prerentled Confu- 


- tation of what he © ; Dr. T's Ruie of Fr'th, By T5. Teniſon, D. D. 
: A Full View of the Doctrines and Pr a. -TiCes of the 4ncient Church relating to 
f the Zucnariſt, who! ly different F: from that ot the Preſent man Church, and in- 


conittent with rae belief of T' anſab, » 19t1atueonu Bing a (ifiticient Confuratic 1 of 
Cor-ſenſus Viternm, Nubes T:/{,cun, and other late Co2tons of the Fatbers pre- 
tending to the Contrary. 42 

An Anſwer & the 1 2roſer ters RefleRtions upon the*Srate and View of the 
ontroverſy; With s Ieply c9 ink Vindicator's Fill Anſwerghewinz thar the Vine 
icator has mygcrly rw id rhe New Belign of ZExpounding and Repreſenting Po- 
ery. 40. & 

An Anſwer to the Popiih Adareis preſcatcd to the Miniſters of the Church of 
naland, 

Popery not founded in Seriure,' or the Texts which Papiſts cite our of the 
Bible for $roots of tite Pei nts of their R-'i.15n , examin'd and ſhew'd to be al- 
edzed wittout G: ount. In rwenty Diſcourſes, Four % hereof are publiſhed, the 
reſt will follup wee k/ y in thur Order. 
- AnAbridgment ec the 72-rogative of St. Ann, Mother of the- Mother of God, 


S 


a PREFATE conzernining tae O-fpiuÞ of the Story. 
The ..mitive Fathers no Pani.t;,in Anſwer to the Nubes Bſtinm., ro which 1 's 


of F. Sabran the ſeſuit ; wherein is ſhewn, thar Invoca: ton of Saints was fo far 
from being the Pr actice, thar ic was expreſly azainlt rhe Doctrine of rhe Primis, 
tive Farhers. 40. 

An Anſwer toa Diſcourle concerning che Celidacy of the Clergy, lately Prices 
ed at Oxford. 49. 


that Church concerning her Lite and G!:ory,” and in rhe Dgvoriqus paid to her as 
the Morher-of God. Both ſhewed out of che Offices of i Fl4a Lhyreb, the Leſlons 
ds her Feſtivals, and from their allowel Authors. -- 7 

Reflections pon the ,v0ks of rhe Holy Scriprure, in a. &: ro eſtabliſh the 
Truth of the Chriltiau Religion, in 3 Parts. vo0.- 
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Dr. Teniſons Sermon of Diſcretion in giving Alms. 120. 

A Diſcourſe concering the Merits of Good Works. 

The Enthufizſm of the Church of Rome, demonſtrated in ſome Obſeryations: 
upon che Life of 7:24tius Loyala, (Founder of the Order of Jeſus). 

A Vindication of the Anſwer to the yR__ Addreſs preſented ro the Miniſters 
of rhe Church of England. 49. 


with the Ap2robarions ur the 1oJtors of Pars, thence done into Engliih, with | 


ald.a, a Diſ-ourſe concerni ng Lv. cation of Saints, in Anſwer ro the Challenge. 


The Virgin Mary Miſreprefented by rhe koman- Church, ' Io. the Traditions of * 


